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Introduction 

In a world where multiple Nations lie at differing development timelines, finding common ground 

is important. Thus, initiating conversations about the need for growth in nations that are falling behind is 

becoming more prevalent in matters of international concern. It is hard to standardize ways to ensure the 

continuous growth and development of countries that still need it, currently in the UN official list there are 

47 countries under the title of Least- developed nations (LDC). The term LEDC often refers to these 

same nations but stands for Least economically developed countries. As an international organization, 

the UN hopes to help these nations develop further to attain better standards of living for their 

populations. However, when considering growth of LEDCs there can be many implications, especially if 

the timeline is relatively short. For this reason, finding alternatives to ensure sustainable growth in 

LEDCs is a high priority.   

The reason and LDC category(or list) has become important is because it allows international 

organizations to know where focus should be addressed as well as ensures that these countries will be 

closely monitored and receive any help necessary. This category is assessed by three main criterion 

points: economic vulnerability, gross international income per capita, and human assets. The reason this 

criteria exists is to ensure that countries are ‘well rounded’ and not only economically stable but 

developing in every aspect possible.  

Industrialisation and pollution are also instances that have driven discussion in favor of a green 

economy to not only promote economic growth, but ensure that this does not hinder our planet with 

further damage. As scarcity is growing for natural resources, there have been many problems that arose 

from this issue, and it is a challenge for LDCs to grow their economy without resorting to non-sustainable 

alternatives.  
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Definition of Key Terms 

LEDCs 

LEDCs stands for Less Economically Developed Countries, and serves as a term to refer to nations that 

are least developed as a group instead of pointing out specific examples. There is an official UN list that 

is frequently updated with time as to keep track of these countries and their progress. This term was 

most commonly used more in the past but has now been frequently replaced with LDCs as it is a more 

general term.  

LDCs 

LDCs stands for Less Developed COuntries, and different from the term LEDC doesn’t take into account 

only the countries economics. This term will be used a lot during debate because most of the countries 

on these lists overlap but LDC is considered a more inclusive term rather than looking only at economic 

aspects in some international matters.  

Sustainable  

As a defining term in this issue, sustainable refers to the ability to maintain or sustain something. In 

debate, this term will be repeated various times in reference to growth and how to make it sustainable, 

meaning that the strategies applied can be upheld for continuous periods of time and will be beneficial 

not only in a short time span but also in the long run.  

Tax revenue 

Tax revenue refers to the money collected by governments from taxes on sales and income. Tax 

revenue accounts for the majority of the money the government uses and invests in the country thus, for 

sustainable growth increased tax revenues would be a positive sign as they could lead to improvement 

of infrastructure and provide a ground base for further growth.  

Public sector  

The public sector is the part on a country’s economy that is controlled by its government. Many common 

areas of he human sector can include medical care, education, sewage, etc. The reason this term might 

be relevant in debate is because improvements in the public sector are crucial for the improvement of a 

countries overall economy.  

 

 

Human assets 
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In the evaluation of LDC criteria the term human assets relate to aspects of a nation in regards to its 

citizens. More specifically this category usually focuses on health and education aspects of the nation 

and how accessible these are to the population.  

Green Economy  

This is a term that has been previously used by the UN and refers to an economy that looks to reduce 

environmental risks, be those social or relating to ecological matters. The term green economy also 

refers to a socially inclusive economy, something that can be overlooked in many fast growing nations.  

Human Development Index  

 “The HDI was created to emphasize that people and their capabilities should be the ultimate criteria for 

assessing the development of a country, not economic growth alone.” as explained by the UN 

development programme (UNDP). The HDI has a lot to do with sustainable growth because it assesses 

the country as a whole which is characteristic of sustainable growth as it has the populations and the 

government's interest as a priority.  

 

Background Information 

Economics of sustainable growth  

 Socioeconomic inequality  

In countries where growth speeds up and maintains an excessively rushed pace it is very 

common to see issues regarding inequality arise within the population. As a country begins to grow there 

is a larger accessibility for jobs and even investments, but in a community where these opportunities are 

not common many will be ‘left behind’ and rising entrepreneurs build an empire. This often leads to the 

creation of huge socio economic gaps within the population and initiates many issues regarding disparity 

in the fast growing nation.  

As issues of dissimilarity become more prominent this will begin to affect individuals social 

standing and will take a toll on their everyday lifestyle. Soon enough, luxurious goods will be considered 

a perk for the elite and those who were unable to upkeep with the rushed rhythm of the growing 

economy will be left to trail behind without the ability to afford many innovative goods and services. Aside 

from social gaps and new societal roles the disparity in opportunities will also affect wages as more 

novel jobs will be deemed more valuable by society receiving greater wage rates. Meanwhile, those who 

remain in the same positions as before will be susceptible to this change in the economy as they are 

now on the lower side of the pay gap.  



The Hague International Model United Nations 2018| 28th January 2018 – 2nd February 2018 

 

Page 4 of 10 | Research Report 

If growth happens at a sustainable pace and manner an important benefit would be the reduction 

of unemployment as new jobs are created along with industrialization and innovation. This would benefit 

the countries productive capability as the workforce would increase in size, and hopefully over a period 

of time, in skill.  

Government involvement  

With a booming economy, governments will begin to generate higher tax revenues which will 

allow for larger budgeting and spending in areas that need work. This begins a cycle where if used 

efficiently, funds from increased tax revenues are put into the public sector. In turn, systems like 

education and health care will become more adept overall contributing to further growth of the economy. 

Many public services have direct correlation with overall national growth. An example of this is the 

education system, in countries where the population is educated the workforce is automatically more 

skilled and can perform labour specific jobs. This way industries and corporations have a better chance 

of growing without needing international resources, as well as having a large consumer base in the long 

run as wages increase, giving the population increased capital to fulfill their wants and needs.  

Opportunities for the population 

 New corporations 

With an improving economy there are higher chances for new companies to succeed. During a 

period of growth it is almost certain that new businesses and corporations would begin to implement 

themselves and find a consumer pool as society adapts to new standards of living. With increasing 

income rates there is also a better chance that citizens would purchase more goods, especially in the 

long run, making investments worth it for those that wish to run a new company.  

Job opportunities  

 One of the most important factors of sustainable growth, as briefly mentioned in the economics 

section, is avoiding the establishment of a socioeconomic gap splitting the population into drastically 

different lifestyles. With new businesses, there will be many job openings that the population can take 

advantage of. Furthermore, there are very high chances that already existing corporations will have the 

possibility to expand their services. Hence, with growth will come job opportunities for the unemployed 

as demand for the workforce increases gradually. This aids in diminishing a socioeconomic gap because 

there are more opportunities so more of the population can benefit from increasing wage rates and other 

rewards that may come along with their new occupations.  

A drawback to fast expansion however, is that many companies require labour specific 

occupations. Often times LEDCs lack strong education systems, so it would be likely that most of the 

population wouldn’t have the required skills to fulfill certain jobs. This is where the importance of circular 
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growth plays in, if as wages expand and tax revenues generate more income the government is able to 

put these to use in areas like education, in a period of time the population will be more educated than 

their previous generation and will be able to fulfill these roles that require specific skills in companies. 

However, if growth does not happen gradually and around all systems of the country, companies will 

soon find a necessity to look for international resources possibly bringing in significant quantities of 

immigrant workers. Although this does not always cause a negative impact, i is more likely to draw a rift 

between the population demographics as those who are not able to occupy positions due to their lack of 

education will no longer have the opportunity to benefit from industrial growth and become part of the 

workforce. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

UN-OHRLLS 

The UN Office of the High Representative for the Least developed countries, Landlocked developing 

countries and Small island developing countries. The UN-OHRLLS acts as the office-organization for the 

High representative of LLS Fekitamoeloa Katoa. The office not only represents the high representatives 

work and statements, but provide information and data collection for the public as a reliable source.   

Committee for Development Policy   

 The Committee for Development Policy, also referred to as the CDP,was established in 1965 under the 

title of Committee for Development Planning and later renamed to its actual name in 1998. The CDP is a 

subsidiary body of the ECOSOC committee that works with the economic analysis and policy division. 

Meeting once a year at the plenary session, the CDP reports back to ECOSOC annually. Every three 

years the CDP also reviews the least developed country list to see if there should be any additions or if 

any countries are eligible for graduation from LDC status. Any countries having graduated from the list 

are also monitored by the CDP to ensure the development progress is in the right tracks.  

Bhutan  

 Bhutan is a country in suthers Asia that since 1971 has been included in the UN’s official list of LDCs. 

Recently this year, Bhutan has been recommended for graduation from LDC status by the 

CDP(Committee for Development Policy), a branch of the ECOSOC committee. Since the list’s creation 

only 5 nations have ‘graduated’ from LDC status so this is a great occurrence.  Bhutan, along with the  

other countries being recommended for graduation (São Tomé and Principe, Kiribati and Solomon 

Islands) will be of importance in debate to lead initiatives that have worked in their countries and share 

them with nations that still hope to meet the criterion to graduate in the future.  
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Kiribati   

 Along with Bhutan, São Tomé and Principe and Solomon Islands, Kiribati was one of the four countries 

this year to be recommended for graduation from LDC status. Within Kiribati’s revision it came to the 

committees attention that the per capita income rates had tripled during its time on the list (Kiribati was 

included in 1986). Moreover, Kiribati has been seen to perform exceptionally well in both the medical and 

educational sector evaluations since 2003. When reviewing the graduation recommendation Kiribati’s 

decision was referred until 2021 by ECOSOC and will be reviewed once again.  

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1965 
CDP is established as a subsidiary body of ECOSOC to review the LDC 

category 

March 1971 First LDC criterion is established  

December 1971 The first list of 25 LDCs is endorsed  

1990 
HDI (Human Development Index) was created to promote a more well rounded 

vision of development not only surrounding the economy.  

1991 
share of employment in the industry is added to the Human assets category in 

the LDC criterion 

September 2000 
The Millenium development goals are set (MDG) *further explanation in 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events  

September 2015 

Sustainable development goals are set to continue the mission established by 

the MDG *further explanation in Relevant UN Treaties and Events  

 

2017 
Maternal mortality ratio is added to the Human Assets category in the LDC 

criterion 

  

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

 One of the first significant UN efforts to promote sustainable development were the Millenium 

Development Goals (MDGs) set in 2000 as they stemmed from the United Nations Millennium 

Declaration. The MDGs featured a set of 7 goals with specified targets within them all to be 

http://www.mdgfund.org/node/922
http://www.mdgfund.org/node/922
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accomplished by 2015. Although the initiative wasn’t enough to accomplish all the goals that were set it 

was a great starting point and opened the door to further efforts to continue what was started in 2000. 

Adopted in september 2015, the United Nations supports a resolution by the name of: 

“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development”. In the preamble of the 

resolution there is mention of what they hope to achieve in regards to five areas, those being: People, 

Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and Partnership. This resolution includes 17 sustainable goals and 169 

targets, all which work towards building on the previously established Millenium development goals and 

“complete what they did not achieve”.  

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 Many of the previous attempts to solve the issue relate directly to past UN Treaties and events. 

More specifically the millenium development goals. Although these were not entirely successful they 

have made great advances in creating awareness and promoting initiative. Additionally, with their 

‘continuation’ in the 2030 sustainable agenda many changes have been evident in transnational matter, 

and as a result 4 new nations are in revision to graduate from LDC status.  

The creation of the CDP has also been a big part of an attempt at a solution, and although 

working at a slow pace the committee has been making gradual progress and monitoring LDC countries 

as efficiently as promised.The main takeaway of the CDP necessary for any additional solutions would 

be to include plans that detail progress and goals as well as regulated criterion. By staying true to the set 

guidelines of the LDC the CDP has ensured that no country that isn’t ready graduates from the list. 

Although this seems to be counter productive as it could be seen as hindering nations from moving on, in 

truth it is ensuring they have all resources available to them until the nation is ready to move on but still 

have support if necessary as they are monitored.  

 

Possible Solutions 

One of the main factors for this issue is simply the timeline, and ensuring that goals are met in 

the near future. However, change cannot happen abruptly and should be spaced out during a period of 

time to ensure that risk factors are not emphasized by the lack of time during the course of action. In 

order to obtain a sustainable schedule for growth it would be beneficial to create a plan (much like the 

sustainable goals agenda) that takes into account specific goals for each nation involved but also factors 

in issues of time management and prevention of possible risks.  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1
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Furthermore, in order to unite the population and promote positive actions within national 

communities the education is of great importance when debating sustainable growth. Although, as 

mentioned in the previous paragraph, this will not have immediate effect change will come about 

gradually. In a few years of educational reform, a nation will have a much more able workforce as well as 

multiple other benefits that will contribute to economic growth. A way to apply this in a resolution would 

be to set a programme with specific guidelines regarding curriculum, school hours, necessary resources, 

amongst others, which all nations should abide by in their schools. Additionally, it is imperative that all 

nations have an organization incharge of overseeing education both in public and private institutions. 

Moreover, these committees should also have set requirements in order to ensure their integrity and 

efficiency. Similar to the need for investment in the education sector, it is crucial for governments to 

prioritize improvement in health care facilities and ensure access for everyone. An improvement in 

medical aid provided to the population, would cause drastic change in the living standards of the nation 

as a whole, thus promoting further growth.  

It is also important to consider advances in sustainable science that can contribute to the growth 

of businesses and corporations in an environmentally friendly way. This could be done by outlining a list 

of requirements for every warehouse or office space of the sort regarding production of waste, emission 

of gases and water usage. If these requirements are made mandatory for every business this could be a 

big step towards reaching out to the corporate world and introducing sustainability as a part of their 

company management.  
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