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Introduction 

The current situation in the Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) is unacceptable. 

Most of those countries are faced with various problems, such as population growth, with India and China 

being among the poorer countries because of their huge populations. Except for that, one of the reasons 

for under-development of certain LEDCs is the lack of adequate resources, also known as the non-

availability of resources. As a result, the majority of the LEDCs remain at the bottom of the economic 

ladder. However, one of the major issues that the developing countries must deal with is the absence of 

efficient and resilient infrastructure, which would sustain their economy and help them develop.  

The need for building resilient infrastructure in the Less Economically Developed Countries 

(LEDCs) is critical. Untold numbers of businesses suffer from the “lack of reliable power for industrial 

processes or because they cannot get their goods to the market. At the most basic level, millions of lives 

are threatened every day” from the lack of clean water or safe sanitation. 

Enhancing financial and technical assistance to the LEDCs for them to be able to develop resilient 

infrastructure is essential, as the economic growth and development of those countries depends to a great 

extent on the quality of infrastructure.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) 

They are “countries with a lower GDP and a lower standard of living than MEDC (More 

Economically Developed Country) countries.” According to the United Nations (UN), they present very low 

socioeconomic development and have the lowest Human Development Index (HDI) ratings. Most of the 

world’s LEDCs are located in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Pacific region.  

Human Development Index (HDI) 

“The Human Development Index (HDI) is a summary measure of average achievement in key 

dimensions of human development: a long and healthy life, being knowledgeable and have a decent 

standard of living.” The HDI is a simple index and covers only the aspects of human development, meaning 

that poverty, human security, inequalities are not taken into consideration.  
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More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs) 

High-income and rich countries. They are states with a developed economy and a state of 

technology much more advanced than that in the LEDCs.  

Infrastructure 

Infrastructure includes the basic systems and services, such as buildings, transport and power 

supplies, that a country or organization (in our case a country) needs in order to function properly. The 

term “resilient infrastructure” refers to infrastructure than can deal with external disturbances and still be 

capable of carrying out its functions in a proper and effective manner.  

Aid 

Aid, or foreign aid, is defined as “any assistance that is given to a country that would not have been 

provided through normal market forces.” Aid is usually provided to developing countries for the following 

reasons: to help developing countries achieve economic development, to improve the quality of the human 

and capital resources of the developing country, and to improve levels of technology.  

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

FDI is defined as the long-term investment by private Multinational Corporations (MNCs) in 

countries overseas. FDI can take place in two ways. MNCs can either build new plants or expand their 

existing facilities in foreign countries, this being known as greenfield investment, or MNCs may merge with 

or acquire existing firms in foreign countries.  

 

Background Information  

Importance of resilient infrastructure  

Infrastructure is key and at the basis of modern society. People depend on infrastructure as it 

provides them with the resources necessary for their survival.  

Good roads are needed for the transportation of good and services produced within a country to 

be transported to another country, while they are also needed for manufacturers to acquire the necessary 

raw materials. In addition, well-functioning ports and airports are very crucial for economic growth for the 

same reason mentioned above. Modern airports are significant because they are essential for the fast and 

free movement of people into, out of and about the country. Infrastructure consists of two parts: the first 

being the physical asset which enables the community to function properly and efficiently; and the second 

being the provision of access to important resources. Without adequate infrastructure, the society cannot 

access energy and water, and the achievement of food security has no meaning. Therefore, resilient 

infrastructure has become one of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Specifically, the 9th goal of 

the SDGs reads: “Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 

foster innovation”.  
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LEDCs facing problems in achieving resilient infrastructure 

Problems in the African continent 

concerning infrastructure 

Poor infrastructure is a key obstacle to 

development in Africa. In fact, it is slowing its 

economic development, according to a report 

by the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD).  

The poor state of infrastructure is 

evident throughout the continent. This is easier 

to be understand if we take into account and 

example. For instance, travelling by train from 

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania to Kapiri Mposhi, 

Zambia, disused wagons and problematic 

mechanisms are a common sight and hinder 

the proper usage and function of the railway. 

To make matters worse, trains make several 

unexplained stops. The specific railway has 

been operating for four decades. Apart from the railway, "The majority of countries in sub-Saharan Africa 

still experience regular power-outages, which of course contribute to a low productivity of many firms," 

according to German Development Cooperation economist Matthias Grossmann.  

In addition, power provision has been and currently is Africa's biggest infrastructure problem, with 

approximately 30 countries dealing with regular power outages, according to a 2010 report by the World 

Bank and France's development agency. “Companies operating in most African countries, where power 

supply is unreliable, have resorted to purchasing diesel-operated power generators, which increases 

operating costs drastically”, said Jens Schleuniger, Africa Portfolio Manager at VCH Asset Management 

in Frankfurt. 

At the most basic level, millions of lives are threatened every day from lack of clean water or safe 

sanitation, resulting to the death of millions of lives.  

The African continent faces serious problems concerning access. For instance, only 38% of the 

African population is able to access to electricity, the penetration rate for internet is less than ten percent 

while only a quarter of Africa’s road network is paved. Studies have shown that poor road, rail and port 

facilities add 30% to 40% to the costs of goods traded among African countries, hence negatively affecting 

the private sector development and the flow of foreign direct investment (FDI). 

Figure 1: The 9th Sustainable Development Goal 
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Furthermore, a recent World Bank study reported “that the poor state of infrastructure in many parts 

of Africa reduced national economic growth by two percentage points every year and cut business 

productivity by as much as 40%, making Africa” the region with the lowest productivity and economic 

development levels in the world, even though it possesses enormous mineral and other natural resources. 

It is worth mentioning that Africa's share of global manufacturing is extremely disproportionate to 

its population. Even though 15 % of the world's population lives in Africa, only about one percent of total 

global manufacturing takes place there. 

Problems concerning infrastructure in Asia and the Pacific 

Even though infrastructure in LEDCs in Asia and the Pacific has improved rapidly, it remains far 

from adequate. In fact, more than 400 million Asians still lack electricity, while approximately 300 million 

have no access to safe drinking water and one and a half billion do not have access to basic sanitation. In 

addition, in many countries, power outages hold back economic growth. Moreover, city traffic congestion 

alone costs Asian economies huge amounts daily in lost productivity, wasted fuel, and human stress. 

The combination of China and India, the two largest developing economies in the world, with other 

developing countries, as well as other established developed countries, make Asia one of the leading 

areas for infrastructure investment. 

Historically, infrastructure investment in Asia has been managed almost exclusively by large central 

governments with little to no private sector involvement. This reveals that, throughout history, a number of 

developing Asian countries have not experienced growth from private investment and, therefore, the need 

to establish investment regimes (such as tax and securities regulation) has not been developed. However, 

in the past years, Asia has been “seeing a gradual opening up of most Asian infrastructure markets and 

public private partnerships (PPPs) are increasingly seen as effective means for providing infrastructure.” 

This has resulted in significant growth in infrastructure funds and development. “In 2013, the Asia 

Development Bank observed that there were approximately 90 unlisted infrastructure funds investing in 

Asia with a total of” $22 billion of funds committed. “The number and value of funds committed is expected 

to grow exponentially as large institutional clients overseas become more prepared to invest in Asian 

infrastructure. Developing Asian jurisdictions have, accordingly, been forced to implement investment 

regimes and continue to do so.” 

Nonetheless, several political, institutional and regulatory “challenges remain for investors wishing 

to take advantage of the strong demand in the developing economies of Asia.” Asia does not seem to 

possess the necessary budget in order to fund major infrastructure projects or to improve and conserve 

already existing ones. In addition, most of the Asian countries are not characterized by the necessary 

political and institutional framework in order for infrastructure projects to work properly. Transparency, 

fairness and predictability, as well as reliable and regulation cannot be found in many of the Asian 

developing countries, resulting in those countries being unable to successfully improve their infrastructure, 

as they are prerequisite for the country’s development.  
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Nigeria  

It is evident that infrastructure has played a major role in Nigeria’s development in the past years, 

having contributed to about one percent of the West African nation’s per capita growth. However, it is 

necessary to note that unreliable power supply has held her back, which is something that must be 

addressed for its per capita net growth to improve. The fact remains that, compared to other African 

nations, Nigeria has taken considerable steps in advancing its infrastructure in terms of its relatively 

advanced power, road, rail, and communications technology. Recently, Nigeria has made crucial 

infrastructure section reforms, such as converting the ports sector to a landlord model, and terminal 

concessions are attracting private investment. With the power sector undergoing development presently, 

Nigeria is faced with the following challenges; an improvement of her currently inoperant generation and 

the search of new investment for said infrastructure. Also notable is the fact that piped water coverage for 

her infrastructure is only a fraction of Nigeria’s already underdeveloped electrification rate.  

South Africa  

South Africa’s last major infrastructure development was in 2010, whilst preparing for the World 

Cup, when the government instructed for the construction of ten stadiums to host the games, as well as 

the infrastructure necessary to sustain such stadiums and provide them with a water source and electricity. 

The largest sources of infrastructural funding in South Africa comes from the government, as well as 

parastatal companies. However, the South African government has tried to find investors to further develop 

her infrastructure. 

Kenya 

Kenya possesses an extensive road network of approximately 95,000 miles connecting most parts 

of the country. Nevertheless, according to the U.S. Department of State Country Commercial Guide 

2000 the current state of most roads is unacceptable and deplorable. For instance, of the total 63,800 

kilometres of highway, only 8,868 kilometres are paved (1996 est.). the Kenyan government has 

collaborated with various donors and has “recently launched the ambitious 'Roads 2000' project, designed 

to create links between all major and minor roads, in addition to rehabilitating 20,000” kilometres of roads 

in 6 urban centres. The project, which will span approximately three “years, is expected to cost US$245 

million. The road network accounts for over 80 percent of Kenya's total passenger and freight transport.” 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo) 

The Democratic Republic of Congo faces one of the biggest challenges on the African continent 

concerning infrastructure. “Conflict has seriously damaged most infrastructure networks. Vast geography, 

low population density, extensive forestlands, and criss-crossing rivers” make the development of new 

networks complicated.  Progress has been made since the return of peace in the region 2003. A privately 

funded Global System for Mobile (GSM) network now provides mobile telephone signals to two-thirds of 



The Hague International Model United Nations 2019| 27th January 2019 – 1st February 2019 

 Research Report | Page 6 of 12 

 

the population. “One of the country's most immediate infrastructure challenges is to reform the national 

power utility and increase power generation and delivery. 

 The Congo river and its tributaries act as the main highway for the country, as no single railway 

runs the length of the country, and the few paved roads are in disrepair. Moving goods along the river 

allows them to be brought to the ports at the end of the river and near the coast, where the goods can then 

be shipped internationally.” 

India 

India is one of the world’s largest developing countries. Despite efforts made to upgrade its basic 

facilities and infrastructure, it is said that the country’s poor infrastructure is hindering India’s economic 

growth and the business and investment environment. India has a population of more than 1.2 billion, a 

fact that is adding to the strain and demands on the country’s infrastructure and to the urgency to address 

the problems, according to experts. The government of India is currently striving to work towards improving 

the country’s infrastructure property through increasing road and rail connectivity. Also, issues including 

transparency and corruption in India constitute a barrier towards building resilient infrastructure and 

achieving economic development, in the long-run.  

International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

Investment in infrastructure projects constitutes a major part of IFC's institutional strategy. IFC 

delivers landmark projects with high direct and indirect impact on the poor. Its primary objective is to 

strengthen the borrowers’ ability to deliver key infrastructure services such as water, transportation, gas 

and electricity.  IFC’s advisory services work to improve efficiency and accountability as service providers. 

European Union 

The European Union takes the lead globally in delivering development assistance in LEDCs. In 

2015 the EU’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) increased significantly to 68 billion euros, or 0.47% 

of its Gross National Income (GNI), an increase of 15% compared to the previous year. In addition, the EU 

intends to live up to its commitments in development assistance. 

The EU has created the EU-Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund (EU-AITF). This is an instrument in 

the wider EU-Africa Infrastructure Partnership. Its role is to mobilise additional finance for key infrastructure 

projects in sub-Saharan Africa and other regions of Africa, thus enabling the countries to have to access 

to energy, transport, water and sanitation, as well as communication services. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

UNESCO generally works within a framework which promotes the sustainable development of the 

LEDCs. It assists the governments of the developing countries to invest in science, technology and 

innovation (STI), and makes sure that the governments remain committed to that.  

Malawi is a perfect example of UNESCO’s contribution. To be more specific, UNESCO has 

engaged in research in the region and has created archives in which the needs of the country are 

presented thoroughly so that any necessary involvement is targeted and based on the specific problems 
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of the state. In addition, UNESCO has engaged in the training of individuals for the building of resilient 

infrastructure. Except for that, a data exchange platform has been created.  

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

UNDP has had a significant 

contribution in the building of 

resilient infrastructure in developing 

countries. UNDP in El Salvador has 

worked systematically over the last 

few years with the Ministry of Public 

Works, Transport, Housing and 

Urban Development (MOPTVDU) 

and the Autonomous Executive 

Ports Commission (CEPA), 

organizations responsible for most 

of the investment in logistical and transportation infrastructure.   

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

January 1, 1966 

 

2005 

 

2007 

Foundation of the United Nations Development Programme, 

 

The Aid for Trade Initiative Starts  

 

The EU-Africa Trust Fund is put into practice.  

 

 

2009 

 

 

 

2013 

 

 

 

2013 

 

 

“The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa began work on the North 

South Corridor — a series of roadways and railways spanning more than 6,000 

miles across seven countries.” 

 

The Chinese development firm Zendai Property Limited announced that it would 

begin to build a $8 billion city outside Johannesburg, called Modderfontein New 

City. This city will become the centre of investment in Africa by Chinese 

companies.  

 

Morocco also launched a major infrastructure project in the Bouregreg Valley.  

 

Figure 2: The Chabahar Port 
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January 2016 Sustainable Development Goals come into effect, and they will continue to guide 

the UNDP in its actions towards achieving equal development, up until 2030. 

 

December 2017 
The first phase of the Chabahar Port in Iran is inaugurated.  

 

  

Relevant UN Treaties and Events  

● Cooperation between the United Nations and the African Union, September 14 2009 

(A/RES/63/310) 

● Organization of the United Nations conference at the highest level on the world financial and 

economic crisis and its impact on development, April 7 2009 (A/RES/63/277) 

● Financing of the United Nations Office to the African Union, June 24 2010 (A/RES/64/288) 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

There have been various attempts in order to promote financial and technical assistance towards 

LEDCs with the goal of building resilient infrastructure. To begin with, Deloitte, an organization that strives 

to deal with Africa’s infrastructure challenges has been actively involved in the matter. To be more specific, 

Deloitte, through co-operation, has a strong presence in Africa and possess a staff compliment of more 

than 5,000 people, having more than a century’s experience in the continent. Apart from Deloitte, UNESCO 

has made some steps towards achieving resilient infrastructure in LEDCs. In fact, UNESCO is contributing 

to the relief and reconstruction efforts in the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in post-conflict/post-

disaster situations. UNESCO’s technical assistance and advisory services provide urgent support to 

examine and evaluate damages and mitigate losses, but also assist the national authorities, international 

partners, and professional and civil society organizations in longer-term sustainable reconstructing and 

building of resilient infrastructure.  

In addition, the European Union has contributed significantly to the construction of resilient 

infrastructure. To be more precise, the European Union has offered a contribution of €10 million to the 

Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF), which is the only global Aid for Trade (AfT) programme exclusively 

designed for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), with the goal of helping those countries realize and 

achieve their trade potential and reduce poverty by building inclusive sustainable development and 

economic growth. In addition, the EU-Africa Infrastructure constitutes an attempt by the EU to promote 

resilient infrastructure in the LEDCs. To be more precise, the main objective of the EU-Africa Infrastructure 

Trust Fund's (EU-AITF) is to enhance investment in infrastructure in Sub-Saharan Africa through various 

forms of grants mixed with long-term financing from various development finance institutions. As a result, 
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the EU-AITF assists in mobilising additional finance for projects in the energy, transport, water and 

sanitation sectors, as well as ICT (information and communication technology). Consequently, such 

projects contribute to poverty reduction and help foster sustainable economic growth. 

 

Possible Solutions 

To begin with, collaboration amongst the MECDs is of vital important in order to ensure that the 

LEDCs will be provided with the necessary funds for infrastructure building and conservation. The 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank will have to take part in the whole process, as well. 

Furthermore, Multinational Corporations should invest in LEDCs in order for the developing countries to 

have greater access to research and development, technology, and marketing expertise, thus enhancing 

their industrialization. The host government may also gain tax revenues from the profits, which can then 

be used to gain more growth in the field of infrastructure. In addition, monitoring by the UN and the relevant 

UN organizations, such as UNESCO and the UNDP, is essential in order to guarantee that every action 

taken is under the UN Charter. Moreover, bilateral and regional preferential trade agreements should be 

created, so that the LEDCs can gain from trade and, hence, used any profits gained in order to enhance 

development and the construction of resilient infrastructure.  

Furthermore, MEDCs should provide LEDCs with development aid, in order to alleviate poverty in 

the long-run and improve the welfare of individuals. More specifically, project aid should be given to the 

developing countries, meaning money that is given for a specific project in a country and is often given a 

form of grant hat requires no repayment. That way, the developing countries would not have to worry about 

indebtedness and, thus, focus solely on building resilient infrastructure. In addition, thorough research in 

the LEDCs should be conducted by the UNDP, in order to discover the specific needs of each country. 

Another possible action in order to improve infrastructure in the LEDCs would be to enhance schemes, 

also known as private-public partnership, particularly concession schemes. Those schemes would be used 

to attract investment from the private sector, to lure companies to invest money and to transfer technology 

and operational expertise in infrastructure development.  
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