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Introduction 

No one could deny that the world we live in is facing an overwhelming number of 

problems and concerns on a daily 

basis. For instance, people have 

absolute consciousness 

concerning the rise of right-wing 

ideologies and the political crisis all 

over the world. However, what they 

disregard is the enormous number 

of repercussions that such 

phenomena have on the lives of 

millions of people all over the globe. 

Right now, a massive number of 

armed conflicts are taking place in 

many countries, leaving behind 

scared citizens, which have 

experienced irremediable trauma. 

Today’s crises and wars all over the world put on increasingly complicated challenges, 

resulting in unprecedented levels of humanitarian need. In most conflict-affected countries, 

civilians are often deprived of satisfying nutrition, shelter, medical assistance and sanitation. 

These are the people who need the support of the United Nations. Simultaneously, the 

frequency of natural disasters is increasing, due to a plethora of reasons, such as climate 

change. United Nations reported in 2014, that 4.4 billion people the previous twenty years have 

been affected by disasters, taking 1.3 million lives and costing 2 trillion dollars in economic 

losses. 

However, the war and the political conflicts, as well as terrorist attacks and weapons of 

mass destruction, are not the only causes of a disaster. The misuse of our planet and the 

Figure 1:  Nursing in Crisis: Working in a War Zone 

http://issuu.com/undp/docs/undp_cpr_cta_20140901/3?e=3183072/6301549
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exploitation of natural sources in combination with the apathy, that the public shows for the 

future of the world lead to the reinforcement of natural phenomena, such as earthquakes, 

tsunamis and volcano eruptions, which are all factors that play a dominant role in the increase 

of humanitarian crisis.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Humanitarian actors 

Humanitarian actors are non-profit organisations, whether national or international, 

which are somehow related to the provision of humanitarian assistance. These organisations 

are engaged in ensuring that all victims are being provided the humanitarian aid they deserve 

and that the fundamental human rights are being respected.   

Humanitarian coordination  

Humanitarian coordination is defined as the act, by which the work of all humanitarian 

providers, whether individuals or organizations, is combined in order to ensure that the 

outcome of their effort is the best possible. The main goal is to upgrade the efficiency of their 

services, with the aim of providing lavish respond to any request. The first step that actors, 

involved in the provision of humanitarian assistance, should take in order to improve 

coordination would be to set out realistic goals and follow a cohesive policy. 

Disaster 

Disaster is an unexpected event which occurs suddenly and disrupts seriously the 

functioning of a society, causing human, economic and material issues. Any disaster leads to 

the miss functioning of a society since it is devastating damage to the organization of a 

community. 

Disaster Management 

This term is defined as the management of the resources and organisation of 

responsibilities to overcome different aspects of humanitarian emergencies aiming to abate 

the material, human or economic impact that is caused by disasters to the affected community 

or society. In other words, disaster management proposes methods, that if implemented, could 

contribute in order to ensure that all nations are appropriately prepared to deal with the 

consequences of an armed conflict or a natural disaster. 

Conflict 

The act of fighting between two or more groups of people or countries. The term conflict 

could also be defined as the active disagreement, as between opposing opinions or needs. 

 

 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/fight
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/country
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/active
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/disagreement
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/oppose
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/opinion
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/needs
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Bilateral Aid 

Type of aid that is provided by a donor country or individual and is directed to a single 

recipient country. This may include the offering of equipment, supplies and reinforcements and 

funding to  Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs). 

 

Background Information 

The origins of humanitarian coordination can be traced back to Europe since the people 

of this continent faced a plethora of wars and natural disasters. However, the first organised 

plan that aimed to protect human rights and provide aid to vulnerable and marginalised 

minorities was led by the 

International Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC), 

shortly after the Second 

World War. This was the first 

dispute, which affected so 

many countries, the majority 

of whom entered the War 

without being properly 

prepared, to deal with its 

consequences. During this 

period, entire cities were 

destroyed, and millions of 

innocent people were left 

homeless without access to 

food, water, medication and 

shelter.  

Following this 

unprecedented stain on mankind, international actors have realised, how important it is to 

globalise and spread the concept of humanitarian assistance, since the combination of these 

forces, coming from a wide range of donors, can more effectively and precisely deal with the 

needs of the victims of armed conflicts and natural disasters. This was the breakthrough for 

the global community to demonstrate sincere interest for the recovery of the standard of living 

of our citizens who have experienced such traumatic phenomena. Ever since then, humanity 

has shown significant dedication in improving humanitarian assistance plans to be in the 

position of providing instantaneous aid, whenever and wherever needed.  

 The victims of armed conflicts or natural disasters are one of the most vulnerable 

minorities. The last decade an increasing number of people were affected by disasters, but the 

Figure 2:  A World in crisis 
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international community still shows its back to many victims. The aim of humanitarian 

involvement is to save lives and ensure the dignity of populations in countries affected by 

natural or man-made disasters by meeting their basic needs. 

Aid stealing 

Despite the remarkable effort of millions of people to aid all the victims of such 

phenomena, humanitarian aid is not always provided as it was intended to. Recent studies 

analysing the link between humanitarian assistance and war-torn areas are not encouraging 

and the effectiveness of humanitarian aid in such countries is being criticized. Some believe 

that aid in such situations is neither relieving for the victims nor does it contribute in order to 

the establishment of peace and the elimination of armed conflicts. The main argument, which 

supports this opinion, is that aid can easily be seized by armed groups and never reach the 

intended recipients. It is hard to exclude the military from receiving humanitarian assistance 

as well, since support is often provided to soldiers who are in need and suffer from the 

consequences of war. Thus, armed groups often exploit the kindness of donors and take 

advantage of the pluralistic aid that the later provide. For instance, the food aid provided by 

the USA in recent years has promoted war in civil conflict recipient countries in many cases. 

Another example of this phenomenon is the humanitarian crisis in Somalia, where, 

approximately half of the food aid supplies are being stolen. Keeping that in mind, trying to 

promote transparency in the humanitarian system should be a prior goal for all states and 

organisations included. 

Corruption and accountability  

When referring to the provision of humanitarian assistance, corruption is one of the 

most problematic and hazardous aspects, since it can cause the deaths of many people. 

Corrupted citizens in the field of humanitarian aid disrespect the fundamental human rights by 

depriving victims of basic resources, causing desperation and destroying dignity. Large 

amounts of money are put forward by donors with the aim of saving seedy citizens and 

impoverished economies. Thus, it is well-understood that the risk of corruption is high, 

especially when the assistance is being provided by new, unmonitored channels. Most of the 

humanitarian operations take place in LEDCs with an unstable political system and weak rule 

of law, where it is hard to take measures to prevent corruption. 

After having experienced a war or a natural disaster, it is challenging to supervise the 

whole process, which begins with the intention of a person to provide aid to all those in need 

and ends with the relieving of victims, which have received the benefits of his action. Food, 

water, medical supplies and equipment can be stolen during the transportation process to be 

sold on the black market or even to the intended victims. On the next stage, corruption can 

even lead to families receiving sub-standard medication and housing and not be given the 

opportunity to start a normal life all over again.  
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR)  

Founded in 1999 in order to implement the International Strategy for Disaster 

Reduction (ISDR) as a devoted secretariat and established by the United Nations General 

Assembly relevant resolution (56/195). Its role is to assure proper cooperation and synergies 

between the United Nations system and local humanitarian actors in social, humanitarian and 

economic sectors. UNISDR is led by the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

for Disaster Risk Reduction (SRSG) and structural it is a fundamental unit of the UN 

Secretariat. Another organization that works in cooperation with UNISDR is the United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). OCHA acting as part of the United 

Nations (UN) Secretariat ensures the existence of a framework within which each stake-holder 

could contribute to the overall response effort. OCHA facilitates cohesive humanitarian 

activities to assure crisis-affected people receive the assistance and protection they need. 

OCHA’s motivations are the humanitarian principles of independence, dignity, neutrality and 

integrity, aiming to eliminate any obstacle that could prevent crisis affected people from 

accessing humanitarian assistance. The fact, that we should all consider is that OCHA is not 

directly involved in the humanitarian assistance project, but it organizes and regulates the work 

of humanitarian actors. 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

WHO mandated the Global Health Cluster (GHC), aiming to establish a common 

approach to humanitarian health practices and strengthen system-wide approximation in order 

to assure an effective response. The GHC is particularly interested in ensuring figurative 

access in affected areas providing health assistance based on a smooth cooperation between 

civil and military humanitarian agencies. In a country-level GHC provides a framework for civil 

society, international and national humanitarian participating organizations with the aim of 

aligning all efforts to maximize the benefit of the affected population.  

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)  

 ICRC is one of the oldest humanitarian organisations, whose fundamental goal is to 

provide humanitarian aid to victims 

in conflict areas protecting their lives 

and dignity against any situation of 

violence. Established in 1863, 

ICRC’s effort is based on the 

Geneva Convention of 1949 and 

aims to direct and coordinate 

international actions in armed 

Figure 3: The Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) ensures 
rapid and effective response to emergencies and crises 
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conflicts by promoting and strengthening humanitarian law and universal humanitarian 

principles. 

Syria 

One of the most recent humanitarian crises, mankind is facing nowadays, is this of 

Syria. More than half of the native population has been killed and many were forced to emigrate 

as a result of excessive armed conflicts. The vast number of moving people, trying to start a 

new life in neighbouring countries, expanded the crisis in the surrounding region as well. 

Moreover, it is a common phenomenon that people risk their lives crossing the Mediterranean 

Sea trying to enter the European Union. The long-lasting conflict, that is still in progress, 

revealed the need for a large-scale humanitarian assistance effort. However, despite the 

mobilization of many donor countries and individuals, the humanitarian assistance offered is 

still not enough and the situation deteriorates day by day.  

United States of America (USA)  

Throughout 2017, the USA provided victims of wars and natural disasters with a total 

amount of $6.6 billion, which corresponds to the highest figure donated by any country. This 

money was a relief for vulnerable minorities all over the world and has contributed to solving 

the crisis. It is a common fact that the USA has contributed lot in order to tackle the issue on 

the short-term as well as in the long-term but keeping in mind that this amount accounts for 

only 0.4% of the country’s gross income, USA could donate significantly more, if providing 

humanitarian assistance is a real priority of the country. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1863  The creation of the ICRC. 

1949 
The Geneva Convention, which set out the first ever legal framework 

for the provision of humanitarian aid, was signed and ratified. 

1968 

The members of the IRCR disagreed about the methods used in the 

action of humanitarian assistance and as a result a small group was 

separated, forming the “Médecins Sans Frontières”. 

1985 

An exploded  volcano in Colombia caused the death of 23.000 

people. Furthermore, several catastrophic earthquakes struck, in the 

same year, urban areas of Mexico and Chile with more than 10.000 

casualties.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A9decins_Sans_Fronti%C3%A8res
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1990-1991 

The necessity of an empowered and effective humanitarian 

coordination arose during the refugee crisis at the Turkey-Iraq border 

because of the Gulf War of 1990-1991 

January 21st, 2002 
UN GA implemented the ‘International Strategy for Disaster’ 

Reduction 56/195.  

2010 

International Non-Governmental Organizations such as ICRC and 

several UN-organizations, provided large-scale humanitarian aid 

inside Syria and on refugees camps, during the Syrian Civil War.  

January 2010 
An earthquake in Haiti caused the death of approximately 200,000 

people. 

2011- 

The beginning of the Syrian crisis, which has caused the suffering of 

many people. It is estimated that about 4,8 refugees have left the 

country and over 13 million people needed humanitarian assistance. 

2016 
All basic principles of humanitarian assistance were included in a 

document, that was given the name “Agenda for Humanity” 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the UN General Assembly 

in December 1948. It refers to the fundamental human rights and it is a document of 

utmost importance when it comes to proving humanitarian assistance. 

 UN Resolution 46/182. One of the most important UN resolutions concerning the issue 

of humanitarian aid, which acknowledges the importance of the matter and proposes 

measures to solve it in the short-term as well as the long-term. 

 UN Resolution 2011/8. This resolution refers to Strengthening of the coordination of 

emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations. 

 International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, January 21, 2002 A/56/561/Add.2. 

 Reference Guide: Normative developments on the coordination of humanitarian 

assistance in the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council since the 

adoption of General Assembly resolution 46/182. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanitarian_aid_during_the_Syrian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanitarian_aid_during_the_Syrian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugees_of_the_Syrian_Civil_War
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 The international humanitarian law (IHL), which regulates the process of a war with the 

aim of protecting the humanitarian rights of victims. 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The international community has shown great dedication and has made immense 

progress to achieve sustainable and satisfying humanitarian aid. The first ever attempt to deal 

with the issue dates back at 1848. Firstly, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

was established and then the Geneva resolution was adopted which refers to the protection of 

the human rights and is the first reference to the concept of the provision of humanitarian 

assistance.  

After the establishment of the UN, a plurality of bodies was founded, aiming all to 

achieve the same goal, 

namely providing people 

with all the necessities 

they need, to survive. 

Despite this fact, the 

humanitarian assistance 

deriving from the UN is 

sometimes delayed and it 

is being provided after the 

victims of armed conflicts 

or natural disasters have 

already faced the 

devastating 

consequences of such traumatic phenomena. A typical example of this situation is the latest 

humanitarian crisis in the African continent. 

UN Humanitarian Response 

Humanitarian Response is a digital platform that includes data, statistics and 

information about tools and equipment, which are closely related to the provision of 

humanitarian aid. This service exists under the supervision of OCHA and enables the 

exchange of useful knowledge among the operational responders. It is based on shared 

information and analysis of affected people’s needs and proposes a strategic to meeting those 

needs and helping people making a new beginning, through ensuring that their basic human 

rights are being respected and providing them with basic goods and services. 

Figure 4  Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) leads and coordinates the U.S. 
government’s response to disasters overseas. 
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Possible Solutions 

Being citizens of a globalized world, that has entered a digitalised era, the response to 

any request for help should be to the point. Providing humanitarian assistance to all those in 

need is a human trait that has dominated humanity since its very beginning, but unfortunately, 

this characteristic seems to be fading out. 

Above all, we must understand the origins of the problem and tackle it on hand. 

Governments, specialised agencies, NGO’s and representatives of affected groups should 

negotiate with each other, in order to set realistic goals and create a legal framework, covering 

all possible aspects of the issue and on which the concept of the humanitarian assistance 

would be based. All humanitarian actors should above all respect and take into consideration 

the opinion of the victims, since no one knows their needs better than they do. This could be 

ensured through promoting active the participation of the victims in decision-making, gathering 

and taking into utmost consideration affected communities’’ feedback and by proving accurate 

information to hurt groups. 

Moreover, every government should invest in the creation of a specialized agency, that 

will be responsible for assessing the need for external help and appropriately alerting the 

international community as soon as possible, to accelerate the process of humanitarian aid. 

These bodies will clearly prioritize the type of help needed and evaluate the seriousness of the 

issue. While implementing this measure it is important that the rights of humanitarian workers 

and assets are being protected by any form of intended violence against them. Member States, 

as well as non-state actors and NGOs, should try to eliminate any attack against volunteers 

and protect them from hostilities. This will also boost the awareness of the international 

community towards the issue, since for example journalists will be more likely to make 

research and analyse the issue if they know that they will not get into any dangerous situation, 

while doing their job.  

Campaigns and events with the informative character may be organised in every 

Member State, to inform the personnel of each country’s medical system, to be prepared to 

respond to the emergency needs of the affected population, without waiting for the intervention 

of the international community. At this stage, technological advancements could also play a 

significant role. Unfortunately, technology cannot prevent natural disasters from happening. 

However, it can reduce the impact that those have on the lives of millions of innocent people 

around the world. For instance, it is proven that early warning systems can help to reduce the 

deaths of natural disasters. By analysing meteorological factors and alarming experts on time, 

those systems can become extremely helpful tools in the hands of governments. Thus, the 
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international community should invest in early warning systems, disaster preparedness and 

response coordination to prevent and reduce the consequences of such phenomena. 

Furthermore, all Member States, as well as international financial institutions and 

regional organizations, should extend economic and social assistance to strengthen the 

international mechanism for humanitarian relief. It is also necessary to stress the role of all 

funding instruments in directly assisting the affected people and call upon all international 

donors to expedite the delivery of pledged assistance to help victims meet their urgent needs.  
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