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Introduction: 

 “Until we deliver the political solutions that create peace, we must implement the 

humanitarian solutions that create hope and stability across the region. Failure to do so will 

haunt us all for decades to come.” – Ertharin Cousin, Executive Director of the World Food 

Programme.  

Achieving world peace is a long term goal, it is a goal that is achieved by completing 

earlier tasks. One of the earlier tasks happens to be, implementing humanitarian solutions. More 

than 92% of the migrants who travelled from the Middle East and Africa, were children 

unaccompanied by adults or family, they came alone. The basic human right of being with their 

families is seen as a luxury to them. Ensuring the protection of migrant children’s human rights 

has been a significant goal of the United Nations since the end of World War II. The UN General 

Assembly embraced the Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959. Since then, many non-

profitable organizations such as Doctors without Borders and UNICEF (United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency Fund) have been established to help take a front seat in 

ensuring that migrant children can still live a healthy life, unaffected by the state of their 

environment. By ensuring that migrant children have these rights at least, it will work as a 

stepping stone to enforce humanitarian rights on a world scale basis. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Non-profitable Organizations (NPO) 

A Non-profitable organization is “an organization dedicated to advance a particular social 

cause such as, poverty, civil rights, racism and bullying within a community, LGBTQ issues, 

abortion and education.”  It is also used as a platform to advocate for a shared point of view. In 

result of having NPO’s, it allows the public to have confidence in them that they will help the 

society with no strings attached. Relevant NPOs to the issue of migrant children human rights 

are: UNHCR, Save the Children, Doctors Without Borders, WarChild International, UNICEF, 

Defence for Children International and Amnesty. 
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Asylum 

An asylum seeker is person who generally “flees their home country and goes to another 

country and applies for asylum as a political refugee.” It is the right to international protection, in 

this other country. An asylum seeker may be a refugee, a displaced person or a migrant, such 

as an economic migrant. 

 

Migrant 

A migrant is a person who moves from one place to another in order to find work or 

better living conditions. Migrant does not refer to refugees, displaced or others for the leave their 

homes, migrants are people who decide to leave a country or home based on their own 

judgements, even though at times their choices are extremely constrained. Essentially, it 

reflects the current difficulty in distinguishing between migrants who leave their countries 

because of political persecution, conflicts, economic problems, environmental degradation or a 

combination of these reasons and those who do so in search of conditions of survival or well-

being that does not exist in their place of origin.  

 

Host country 

In the context of immigration and migrants, a host country is a country which is the target 

for migration. It homes people and organizations from other countries, allowing them to treat this 

place as their home. 

 

Humanitarian Rights 

These are essentially moral values and principles that describe standards of human 

behaviour and are moderated and protected by legal laws. They are commonly understood as 

fundamental rights to every person regardless of their nations, the race, language, origin or 

status, they are values that are applied to every human being. Examples of humanitarian rights 

are, the right to live free of discrimination, to be able to have an education, to control your own 

life etc.  

 

Background Information 

Reasons for child migration  

In our world today, migration is a simple topic, it happens all the time and everywhere. 

People and families move for various reasons, however when it is the case that an individual 
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child is making an attempt to flee, it usually has bigger reasons behind it. Children leave 

countries to escape wars, conflicts, poverty and natural disasters, persecutions and 

discrimination.They are sent by their families in hope that they will achieve a better life with 

improved access to education, medical attention and welfare. Migrant children are vulnerable to 

being trafficked and used for exploitation, such as, forced labour and sexual exploitation. 

According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 92% of the children who arrived 

in Italy by boat between January 1 and May 31, 2016, were unaccompanied by adults.  

Based on a study conducted on migration form Central America to the United States 

(2011-2016), all migration decisions were statistically linked to violence and employment 

conditions in the localities they came from. Violent acts in the area, “Ten additional murders in 

the region cause 6 more children to migrate to the United States.” as their families feel that it is 

no longer safe in the homes and want them to be far away, where their safety is guaranteed, 

thus implying the idea, that majority of child migration depends on the safety for the children.  

 

Difficulties child migrants face 

 Migrants and their children, especially if undocumented, face significant difficulties in 

their lives, often also experiencing violations of their basic rights. In Europe, for example, the 

children of undocumented migrants often face different forms of systematic oppression as they 

are frequently denied healthcare or education. While many important developments have been 

made over time in this issue, specifically children’s rights are not as easily perceived or 

incorporated into public social policies that target migrants. 

Migrant children often face external hostility due to not being “native” to the country they 

are currently residing in. They not only face a higher risk of bullying but also deal with prejudice 

and discrimination related to their choice of food, clothing, religion and mannerisms.  

Children are often taken advantage off, they may have difficulty with language and 

custom barriers, that they are 100% dependant on those around them. This unhealthy 

dependance, could lead to them settling for highly labour intensive jobs with minimal pay or 

could even lead to them tolerating verbal and physical abuse by their ‘owners’.  

 

European Migration Crisis 

For the past 3 years, Europe has received a wave of migrants from the Middle East and 

Africa. Migration rates were at a peak in 2015-16, however have now dropped, since the EU 

deal with Turkey for new border fences in the Balkans. According the UNHCR, Spain has been 
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taking in 56,200 irregular migrants by sea, Greece 28,700 and Italy 22,500 through overland 

arrivals.  

The rising number of migrants coming into Europe are rising rapidly, urging the EU to 

develop a method to control the rising numbers. There is a conflict between member states as 

some was to toughen external border controls, whilst others prefer a fairer distribution of new 

arrivals. In the future, leaders of Greece and Italy, want to reduce the pressure on themselves, 

and have decided that efforts will be shared, however only voluntarily. Members will take in 

rescued migrants and place them in authorized centers to assess asylum claims.  

 

Child Trafficking 

With the rising migration into Europe, a lot of them are children who have escaped war, 

disaster or other crises. Unfortunately, due to their lack of awareness, these children are often 

susceptible to trafficking. Almost 96,000 (2015) unaccompanied children who claimed asylum, 

at least 10,000 (2016) have disappeared from the radar, in spite of that, it is possible that this is 

an even higher number as missing migrant children cases are rarely reported and systems to 

track them are not as advanced. Reports by the EU committee in the United Kingdom's House 

of Lords, deduced that the reasons for children trafficking is due to the lack of plans for taking 

care of them even after being placed into refugee camps.  

 

Declarations and Treaties adopted 

 The Declaration of the Rights of the Child, first adopted in 1924 by the League of 

Nations and then by the UN in 1959, became the first human rights document that was 

implemented and agreed upon by an organisation that included the governments of multiple 

countries and it outlined ways in which children should be protected, prioritising their health, 

safety and development. Later, in 1989, the human rights treaty, the UN Convention of the 

Rights of the Child was signed and all countries that ratify it are required to follow it by 

international law. The treaty urged acting in the best interests of children,11 such as forbidding 

capital punishment, ensuring they have legal representation that allows their views to be heard 

and to be protected from different forms of abuse. Currently, all UN member states are party to 

this treaty with the exception of the United States.   

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Yemen 
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Child begging and child labour are really visible, particularly on the streets of 

Yemen.Yemen’s migration flow consists of a large flow of unaccompanied children for the Horns 

of Africa, who use Yemen as a transit zone to go to Saudi Arabia. 25% of the migrants IOM 

assists in Yemen are unaccompanied migrant children. More often than not they have been 

abducted, injured or shot, held captive, abused, exploited, and robbed, while on their journey 

from Ethiopia. The IOM aimed to provide the young boys with temporary shelter, food and 

drinking water, and  clothing and hygiene kits.  

 

Lebanon 

Millions of people have fled South Sudan, due to the frequent fights between the 

government and rebel forces. As Sudan is relatively close to Lebanon and Uganda, over 

668,000 migrants have left to seek asylum. However, Lebanon was not very welcoming. They 

pressured many migrants to leave claiming that it would cause a bigger conflict within their 

country than actually help anyone, keeping in mind that currently Lebanon is still recovering 

from their civil war in 1990.  

 

Syria 

Since the civil war in Syria, it has dangerously affected the children and their families 

living there.  In the beginning of 2018, already 1,000 children were reportedly killed due to 

massacres and bombs. Families are so scared that they resort to living in basements and would 

go more than a day without drinking food or water as it was so dangerous to go out and get 

some. Children are at risk of diseases due to the poor sanitation. Child labour and child soldiers 

is also another major issue as many families affected try to find any small income to help pay for 

food. Due to this children end up working in dangerous circumstances; human shields, support 

roles and as fighters. Child marriage and abuse is also more common, as  

 

Russia 

It is a well known law in Russia that every child has the right to education whether they 

be from a migrant family or native to Russia, every child has the right to education. However as 

of February 2017, children of migrant parents, or asylum seekers have been denied the ability to 

go to school simply because they cannot provide proof of residence.  

 

Saudi Arabia 
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Saudi Arabia hosts many young children who flee from countries of conflict like Syria, 

and other areas in the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region. Being the case that a lot of 

children come on their own, it is common for families to take them in and keep them as maids or 

servants, like a small job they can make money out of. However, from this there is a large risk of 

children exploitation. In some houses, the children are given the worst conditions to live in like 

small dark rooms, with little or no ventilation, also they could not be fed a sufficient amount of 

food. The children are also at risk for child marriage, female genital mutilation and cutting, 

child discipline, sexual violence and gender-based violence. The issues of main concern 

is the smuggling and trafficking of children throughout the main MENA migration routes.  

 

Myanmar 

In late 2017, Bangladesh was faced with a wave of Rohingya refugees (630,000 

approx.). Rohingya is a group of people who have settled in Burma, but believe that their 

ancestors are from Bangladesh, causing a dispute between whether or not they can be 

considered as Burmese. The Rohingya refugees fled from Myanmar and crossed into the 

Bangladesh border,  as they were violently assaulted by the Burmese military. This event is also 

known as a “prefect textbook example of ethnic cleansing,” as the issue that was raised here 

was in regards to them not being of the same origin.  

 

United States of America 

In recent times the United States of America, has faced a lot of discrimination and 

controversy in regards to its actions against migrants who have entered their country. Early on 

in President Trump’s first year of presidency, he declared that he would be planning to narrow 

down on the number of migrant workers in the country, whether they were legal or not. To 

enforce this, President Trump put up a series of bureaucratic barriers to ensure that numbers 

were cut down. Following this, a travel ban and increased visa application scrutiny, was put in 

place of not allowing citizens from Muslim-majority countries to enter the States. Furthermore, 

on June 2018, the United States acknowledged separating thousands of migrant children 

forcibly from their parents and held in detention at the border. These separations were 

conducted without notice to any of the family members, they were stripped of each other, having 

no contact whatsoever.  

 

European Union 
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The continent of Europe has been a refugee relief zone since World War II. There has 

been constant migration of Syrians, Lebanese, Jordanians, Egyptians and other North Africans 

into countries like Turkey, which holds a large syrian population, and France which has become 

a home to many North African countries like Tunis and Morocco. As well as The Netherlands 

and Belgium housing Turkish and Syrian migrants, who came to try and start a new life. Seeing 

the trend and appeal of many migrants from the East, The European Union, made deals with 

the suffering sides, to provide support on reducing illegal smuggling and migration.   

 

China 

China is known to have one of the biggest migration chains in all of history. In 2017, a 

report stated that they have rough 287 million migrant workers, and of which 100 million children 

have been affected and many put in harm. The migrant children who kept moving around the 

country had often lacked the same social services other children had access to, such as an 

education, healthcare and support. This disadvantage occurs due to the Hukou system, a 

system that registers a child in the hometown that they were born, and prohibits those outside of 

the city to receive the same benefits as their urban-hukou-holding counterparts. Due to this, 

parents go outside to work, leaving children to be raised by their grandparents, and essentially 

the children don’t end up seeing their parents for 75-80% of the year. From this, the Chinese 

government recognized that migration of children didn’t support a bright future for China, 

causing the State Council to pass the decision on Reforming and Developing Elementary 

Education. 

 

Timeline of Events:  

Date Description of Events 

1924 League of Nations adopted the Declaration of Rights as a child 

September 2nd 1945  End of World War II 

December 11th 1946  UNICEF was established by the United Nations General Assembly 

1951 The IOM, International Organization for Migration, was established 

in 1951. It works closely with governmental and non-governmental 

partners. It works to help ensure and benefit the management of 
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migration to promote international cooperation on migrant issues. 

Additionally, it assists is finding practical solutions to solve migration 

problems, and provide humanitarian assistance to migrants in need.  

1959 Declaration of the rights of a child was established in order to 

ensure that each child has protection, right to education, food and 

shelter.  

2013 The South Sudanese Civil War started in 2013, between the forces 

of the government and the opposition forces.  

2014 Azraq Camp opens in Jordan, housing 1 million Syrian refugees. 

2015 Hungary builds a border wall to close the border with Serbia, to stop 

refugees from entering Europe and to reduce child trafficking. 

November 2015 Valletta summit, 11-12 November 2015 - political declaration which 

addressed the issues of migration in African countries. 

2015-present The Yemeni Civil War started in its capital city, Sana’a. It is 

between the then-Yemeni government and the Houthi forces. This 

war is affecting many across their country, disrupting families, and 

children. Many young boys at the age of 17 are sent to the military 

to fight in this civil war. Thus disrupting their opportunities in further 

education.  

February 2016 U.S and Russian delegates negotiate a solution for the hostilities, 

sanctioned by the U.N to send aid to displaced children in need for 

help.  

March 2018 Humanitarian access is limited because of lack of security, but 2.9 

million people still remain in hard to reach areas, where aid is not 

easily received.  

2018 World Vision distributes hygiene supplies to camps in Idlib and 

A’zaz, Syria, including people escaping attacks in Eastern Ghouta. 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events:  

● Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959) 

● Valletta summit, 11-12 November 2015 - political declaration 

● Amicus brief filed by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in the case of Raoufi 

and others v Greece before the European Court of Human Rights, 2016 

● Human Rights Indicators for Migrants and their Families: KNOMAD Working Paper 5, 

2015  

● Human rights of migrant children A/HRC/15/29 session 15 

 

Previous/Ongoing Attempts to solve the Issue:  

In the past many organizations and campaigns have been set up to help aid and enforce 

measures to protect the human rights of migrant children. Main attempts have been made 

through the setting up of United Nations based campaigns , such as UNICEF, United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency Fund. UNICEF is a fund set up by the United Nations 

General Assembly on December 11th 1946, a year after the end of World War II. The reason for 

this organization, was because as an aftermath of WWII, many families and countries, as a 

whole, were put into poverty. They had a lack of food, water, shelter, medical aid and education. 

To fight situations like this, UNICEF aimed to provide emergency food and healthcare to 

children, as well as, vaccines, HIV/AIDS medication, emergency shelters, family reunification, 

and educational supplies, to children negatively impacted by natural and man-made disasters in 

their environment. UNICEF obtains majority of its funds from the governments and private 

donors.  

In 1924, the League of Nations adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which 

was revised and then adopted by the UN in 1959. This declarations serves to protect the rights 

of children and ensures that they are taken care of in the case of conflict, health issues and 

abuse. 

In previous years, training modules on the rights of refugee and migrant children for legal 

and other professionals were set up to educate government officials, or people involved in 

issues pertaining to migrant children in order to ensure that their rights were protected. The 

collection and exchange of comparable data was used in order to facilitate the cross-border 

tracing of missing children and the verification of family links and when collecting fingerprints or 

any biometric data, gender-sensitive and child-friendly approaches are applied. A person 
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responsible for child protection is required to be  present at an early stage of the identification 

and registration phase and that child protection officers are appointed in each hotspot. In the 

2015 situation in Nepal, where they were faces with devastating earthquakes, there was a 

significant increase in the number of girls forced in sexual exploitation by gangs. UNICEF 

provided temporary learning centers and child-friendly spaces, where they were rescued from 

the gangs and taught how to keep themselves safe and healthy.  

For children who have been directly affected, and presently take refuge in refugee 

camps, they have been provided with timely access to healthcare (including preventive care), as 

well as psychosocial support. Inclusive formal education is also provided in a non-bias zone, 

allowing the children to still have an education despite the difficult situation they are in. Seeing 

this motion, the State Council of China, passed on the decision on Reforming and Developing 

Elementary Education with the help of UNICEF.  

 

Possible Solutions:  

To begin with, there are endless solutions that can be implemented to ensure migrant 

children receive the rights they are entitled to, such as organizing pubic workshops or providing 

financial aid to campaigns which fight for this cause. The number one case for mistreatment of 

migrant children is from adults and/or guardians not knowing how to deal with and understand 

them, as they have to keep an open mind that these children have been through traumas and 

hardships, so they may need some extra help.  

Older children migrating between countries should be educated in what their rights are, 

so that they will be aware of what is right for them, by establishing a national legal service 

program as they cannot be solely dependant on adults to do what is right for them and conduct 

their individual legal assessments. 

On the topic of how adults and guardians should be with migrant children, we should 

instruct new guidelines of a clearer standard as this would reduce misunderstandings and make 

everything less complicated on behalf of the guardians. This can be done by creating 

handbooks and handing them out in public areas, keeping them in places where people will 

always see it, and in general just anything to pass it onto the greater community. The 

handbooks should include child friendly information and on standards and good practises to 

restore family links of children who have been estranged.  

However, before any of this, it is beneficial to conduct a survey of the member states’ 

experience on provision of education to migrants and refugees and on integrating them into 

mainstream education. By understanding which regions and member states have a lower 
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experience on migrant rights, the UN and other organizations can focus more on educating 

these areas and less on those who are already aware.  

As a whole, the UN should help and support partner countries in developing strong 

national child protection systems and civil registration services as well as cross-border 

cooperation on child protection. Once strong national child protection systems are impose it 

would greatly reduce the percentage of child smuggling between countries. It is also important 

to make this a united program between cross-borders as corrupt states may let child/migrant 

smuggling slide, ignoring the entire intentions of this mission. Corrupt borders can be avoided 

by actively implementing the EU Guidelines, on an international level, on the Promotion and 

Protection of the Rights of the Child. And if there is a case, where child smugglers are caught, 

there should be a viable range of alternatives to the administrative camps of children being 

smuggled, to ensure maximum safety for them.  

An important part of tackling child trafficking, is to endure that there are safe places for 

the children to be, such as schools, where children can be in an environment where they feel 

comfortable in and trusting of the adults around them. Schools can double as a place for the 

children to turn their lives around and to consider as a home. The students can get safety 

information, adult supervision and can be documented and identified as actual people.  

When dealing with migrant children on a legal basis, there should be priority given to all 

processing asylum applications, as these are children who are in urgent need of relocation due 

to conflict in their previous environment, as opposed to migrant children who aren't refugees. 

Furthermore, records of asylum children should be kept to grant sufficient medical, financial and 

therapeutic aid, and to make migration for children easier in the future by reducing the negative 

impact it has on their young lives.  
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