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Introduction 

 

Every child has a right to freedom from forced and exploitative labor. The International Labor 

Organization describes child labor and modern slavery as the work that is “mentally, physically, socially, 

and morally dangerous and harmful” to all children (ILO). However, although nations and organizations 

have done actions to combat and eradicate child labor and modern slavery, it is still not enough as the 

problem is still prevalent today.  

While the Human Rights Declaration states in article 4,” ‘No one shall be held in slavery or 

servitude: slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms’, slavery continues today. Slavery 

originally began and dates back to 18th century BC, when slaves were used in Babylon. Ever since then, 

slavery continued to grow, becoming part of the norms of a society. However, in the early 15th -17th century, 

slavery was at an all-time high. Slaves were taken from all over and shipped to America to be sold for 

money. In the late 19th century this all began to change when United States President Abraham Lincoln 

abolished slavery. This movement freed more than 3 million slaves and was thought to end all slavery, 

however, to this day this is still a major problem in society, especially among young children. Nowadays, 

from “the cocoa fields of West Africa to the cotton mills of South India, one in 10 children are laboring in the 

global economy today”.   

 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

 

Child labor 

 

 Child labor is the employment of children in an industry, or business, especially when illegal or 

considered exploitative. For instance, child labor can entail “all forms of slavery or practices similar to 

slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory 

labor, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict” (ILO).  

 

Child Slavery  
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 Child slavery occurs when a child is exploited to someone else’s gain. This could include child 

trafficking, child soldiers, child marriage and child domestic slavery (“What Is Modern Slavery”).  

 

Child work  

 

 Child work is the work that benefits the economy that does not negativity affect their health nor their 

development or interfere with their education. This work is often positive.  

 

Debt Bondage  

 

 According to the United Nations, debt bonding is the “status or condition arising from a pledge by a 

debtor of his personal services of those of a person under his control as a security of a debt, if the value of 

those services as reasonably assessed is not applied towards the liquidation of the debt or the length and 

nature of those services are not respectively limited or defined”. (Zeldin, and Wendy)   

 

Serfdom  

 

 Serfdom is a form of servile labor that binds a person by law, custom or agreement to work on the 

land that does not belong to them. The laborer’s inability to change status makes this a form of slavery.  

 

Human Trafficking  

 

 Human trafficking is defined by the United Nations as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harboring, or receipt of persons, by means of threats or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, or deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or 

receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, 

for the purpose of exploitation.” (Article 3, paragraph A of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons) 

 

Forced labor 

 

 Forced labor is defined as situations in which workers are coerced to work by using violence or 

intimidation, or use means such as but not limited to debt or threats. (“ILO”). According to the International 
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Labor Organization, there are an estimated of 25 million people currently involved in forced labor.  

 

Background Information 

 

Even in our world today, there are an estimated 40 million modern slaves. In addition to that 

staggering statistic, almost 25 million people are in forced labor and 15 million in forced marriage. Of the 25 

million people stuck in forced labor, about 4 million or 16% are children. Child labor not only prevents 

children from acquiring the skills and education they need for a future, it also continues and effects poverty. 

Many times, when a child participates in child labor, it is because their family cannot afford the cost for 

education. In some societies at a young age, children are such to work to provide for the family. This only 

perpetuates poverty as the children do not get the opportunity to go to school and these children often grow 

up unskilled working for low income jobs that don’t require much expertise. Child labor or child slavery 

ranges anywhere from working in factories, mines, prostitution, forced marriage and the army. In recent 

years, the UN have made considerable measures to try to tackle this important issue.  

 

Child Labor History 

 

 By the late 18th century, factories began to spring up in the United Kingdom and later the United 

States. Owners of these factories began to use children as their new source of labor to run these machines 

since these machines did not require the strength of an adult. Factory owners used these children as they 

knew they could be hired cheaper than the average adult. Then, by the mid 1800’s this became a major 

problem. These children were forced to work 12-18 hours a day, 6 days in the week to merely earn a dollar. 

In some instances, these children were forced to work even before the age of 7. The conditions in which 

these children worked in were awful. The factories were damp, dark and usually very dirty. By 1810, almost 

2 million school age children were working for almost 50-70 hours a week. The majority of these children 

came from poor families when the parents could no longer afford to support their children. Many citizens at 

the time were outraged by this cruelty. Britain was the first to pass laws regulating child labor. These laws 

gradually changed the working hours, improved working conditions, and raise the age of when children 

could start working. Other European nations quickly followed with similar laws. However, in the United 

States it took much longer to regulate child labor. By 1899, only 2 states had passed laws regulating child 

labor. In 1918 and 1922 the US Congress tried to pass two laws and both failed. Later in 1924, Congress 

tried to propose a law completely prohibiting child labor, but states did not ratify it. By 1938, Congress 

passed the “Fair Labor Standards Act”. This act fixed that minimum ages of: 16 for work during school 

hours, 14 for certain jobs after school and 18 for dangerous work. Nations around the world have similar 

laws to the laws set-in place in the United States. But these laws are not always followed or enforced. In 
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1999, over 160 countries all over the world approved the ILO’s agreement to end the worst forms of child 

labor. According to the ILO, “the number of child laborers around the world has been falling. However, as of 

2006, there were still 218 million child laborers worldwide; 126 million of them were engaged in hazardous 

work. The ILO also runs the world's largest program to help countries eliminate child labor.” ("Child Labor.") 

 

 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 

 

 On January 1st 2016, the United Nations published their agenda to tackle 17 sustainable 

development problems by 2030. In these 17 sustainable development goals, the question of child labor is 

addressed. Sustainable development goal target 8.7, aims to “to take immediate and effective measures to 

eradicate forced labor, end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and 

elimination of the worst forms of child labor, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 

end child labor in all its forms.” In addition, sustainable development target 16.2 aims to, “End abuse, 

exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and torture against children.” 

 

 

Reasons for enslavement of child and modern slaves 

 

 One of the main reasons for why some children and young adults are forced into labor is due to 

poverty. Children are constantly pressured to help provide food and shelter for their entire family. Other 

times children are forced to work to pay off a debt owed by the parents. However, some children are sold 

against their own will into slavery to help their parents and support their families. Moreover, another reason 

for why some children are forced into labor is due to whether or not they have access to education.  

 

Child Work vs. Child Labor 

 

 As defined before, child labor is the work that deprives children of their childhood, their education 

and their potential and is harmful to their mental and physical development. This work effects children 

mentally, physically, socially and is almost morally dangerous. As stated before, the most extreme forms 

are debt bondage, child slavery, child trafficking and so on. On the other hand, child work refers to the 

positive participation of children in the local community or in the economy. This work is usually not 

detrimental to either their health or mental or physical development. Child work usually benefits the child. 

This work does not distract them from their schooling. Such activities could include helping out with chores 
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around the house, helping in a family business and so on. By participating in these activities, it could 

provide children with necessary and important skills and help prepare them for later in life.  

 

 

Major countries and organizations involved 

 

International Labor Organization (ILO) 

 

The International Labor Organization is a United Nations organization set up to promote rights at 

work by setting international labor standards and promotes social protection in the workspace. The ILO 

has dedicated a lot of time and effort to prevent modern slavery, especially child labor.  

 

United Nations Slavery Fund 

 The slavery fund is a unique and cost-effective initiative that provides assistance to victims of 

contemporary forms of slavery and their family members. For instance, in 2014, approximately 9,000 

victims benefit from the Fund’s support in all regions of the world.  

 

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

 For the past decades, UNICEF has been working to end child labor and modern slavery. UNICEF 

works with various countries and regions to strength child protection systems to help reduce problems with 

modern slavery. In turn, this has decreased the number of children stuck in child labor. Moreover, UNICEF 

aims to work with employers and the private sector to assess and address the impact of their own supply 

chain and business practices upon children and young adults. These programs and relations further help 

to contribute to the elimination of child labor.  

 

Bangladesh   

 Bangladesh plays a large role in modern slavery and child labor. The nation is described as a 

source and transit country for all men, women and children being trafficked for the purposes of forced 

labor and sexual exploitation. All men, women, and children are promised a better life, however, countless 

boys and girls in Bangladesh are forced into brothels with no hope of freedom.  

 

North Korea  
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 North Korea has the world’s highest rate of slavery with almost 1 in every 10 people are enslaved. 

There are an estimated 2.64 million slaves currently in North Korea. Furthermore, the government of North 

Korea is also known to have the weakest response to slavery out of all nations. For the past two decades, 

North Korea has support forced labor. Children are similarly forced into slavery work for up to 10 hours a 

day.  

 

Brazil 

 The Global Slavery Index estimates that there are almost 369,000 people in conditions of modern 

slavery currently. Forced labor within Brazil is mainly concentrated in rural areas with large labor-intensive 

industries. For instance, such labor-intensive industries can include coffee production, forestry and cattle 

production to create a demand for cheap labor. In recent years, due to the accelerating urbanization, this 

has resulted in an increase of modern slavery, specifically in the textile, construction and sex industries,  

 

India  

 India is home to merely 8 million slaves among its 1.3 billion population, according to Walk Frees 

estimates. In the past, India has passed laws to regulate forced labor and bonded labor, however, to this 

day this type of slavery is still present. Within India, one of the major types of slavery is forced sexual 

exploitation such as forced marriage and human trafficking.  

 

Eritrea 

 Eritrea has the world’s second largest rate of modern slavery. Like Bangladesh, Eritrea is a nation 

that traffics men, women and children for the purposes of forced labor. The majority of child labor in Eritrea 

is agriculture and domestic service. Children in rural areas are forced to work on farm land gaining little to 

no access to a proper education.  

 

Nepal  

 Within Nepal, children are trafficked and are sent or brought to nations like India and the Middle east 

for forced marriage or sexual exploitation. Furthermore, not only are people from Nepal enslaved at home, 
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but also abroad. Problems like poverty are pushing people within Nepal into debt bondage and domestic 

work when financial problems strike.  

 

Tanzania 

 Within the United Republic of Tanzania, nearly 1 million girls are doing forced domestic work. Due to 

the big problem of poverty and hardship in rural areas, this forces children to work early to provide for their 

families. Children are sent to the big cities to find jobs to be able to provide. Far from their families, these 

children are often denied salary or paid almost nothing. They are often forced to work long hours with little 

chance of attending school to receive a proper education.  

The Walk Free Foundation 

The Walk Free Foundation is a worldwide organization with a goal to end modern slavery in our 

generation by marshalling a global activist movement, create the high-quality research, enlisting business 

and governments to bring about change. This will ultimately raise “unprecedented levels of capital to drive 

change in those countries and industries bearing the greatest responsibility for modern slavery today” 

(About Walk Free Foundation #EndSlavery) 
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Timeline of Events 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events:  

● Exploitation of child labor, 14 October 1996 (A/51/492) 

● World Day Against Child Labor, 12 June 

Date of Event 
 
 
2000  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2001  
 
 
 
 
2002 
 
 
 
2004 
 
 
2005 
 
 
 
2008 

Description of Event 
 
 
United Nations passes the Protocol to 
“Prevent, Suppress, and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons” as part of the 
Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime. This is the first time 
global legally binding treaty with an 
internationally agreed definition of 
trafficking in persons.  
 
Action plan created to tackle slavery 
and human trafficking, signed by the 
countries of the “Economic Community 
of Western African States”  
 
The International Cocoa Initiative 
created as a joint effort with the anti-
slavery groups  
 
United Nations – appoints a “Special 
Rapporteur on Human Trafficking” 
 
 The ILO releases their first “Global 
Report on Forced Labor” and puts the 
number of slaves worldwide at 12.3 
million.  
 
A new council created: The Council of 
Europe Convention on Action against 
Trafficking in Human Beings (first 
international law to define trafficking as 
a violation of human rights, promises 
protection to victims)  
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● The rights of the child, 20 February 1997 (A/51/615) 

● Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and 

Practices Similar to Slavery, 30 April 1957 (Resolution 608(XXI)  

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 

In the past, the International Labor Organization has been working hard to abolish child labor and 

modern slavery. For instance, in 1992, the ILO set up a new International Program on the Elimination of 

Child Labor (IPEC). The program was set up with the goal of the progressive elimination of child labor, 

which was to be accomplished through strengthening the ability of countries to deal with the problem 

and promoting a worldwide movement to tackle child labor (ILO). Currently, IPEC is located in 88 

countries and is the largest of its kind globally and the biggest operation of the ILO. The goal of the 

IPEC remains prevention and elimination of child labor. Ever since its creation, IPEC annually reports 

their progress and has shown major results. For instance, IPEC has increased global awareness of the 

problem, while encouraging member States to put in place appropriate legal and policy structures and 

ensuring that appropriate attention is being paid to child labor and modern slavery in the wider 

development policies and programs.   

 An example of an attempt first hand was in 2002, a new initiative was set up called the 

International Cocoa Initiative (ICI). The initiative was set up due to the fact that child labor is still 

prevalent problem in the cocoa sector, and will remain a risk in the future and change needed to be 

made. Due to changes in the cocoa section since 2002, in 2015 the ICI released a new and refreshed 

strategy to ensure continuing relevance and effectiveness in tackling child labor. The new strategy would 

ensure that: “cocoa growing communities are more protective of children and their rights, the cocoa 

supply-chain manages the risk of child labor responsibly, key stakeholders have improved awareness, 

knowledge, willingness and capacity to take appropriate and effective decisions that strengthen child 

protection and mitigate child labor in cocoa-growing communities”.  

 In the past, the Walk Free Foundation has created several projects and initiatives to end slavery. 

This includes a number of strategic grassroots advocacy campaigns to increase global awareness and 

designed to build a broad public support for the foundation. Furthermore, each year the Walk Free 

Foundation creates a “Global Slavery Index” which quantifies the occurrence of slavery in every country.  
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Possible Solutions 

 To ultimately tackle the large and reoccurring problems of child labor and modern slavery, member 

States and originations must take it upon themselves to help. Firstly, all nations must build and provide a 

protective environment for all children. Education services must be provided and set in place. These 

education services must be free, relevant and attractive. Since all children have the right to an education, 

education must be available and be seen as a better opportunity than work. Secondly, the government 

needs to ensure that all children should have access to this education. The government should provide any 

and all necessary resources to make this possible. Furthermore, a new legislation should be set up to 

inspect and impose regular checks on many different industries to ensure that they are not manipulating 

and making use of any children under poor working conditions and restricting them from a proper 

education.  
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Appendix 

 

I. Modern Slavery in Nepal: 

https://cdn.walkfreefoundation.org/content/uploads/2017/05/14093936/Modern-Slavery-in-Nepal-

Understanding-the-problem-and-existing-responses.pdf 

 

II. The International Cocoa Initiative: 

https://cocoainitiative.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/06/ICI_strategy_EN_digital_spread_web.pdf 

 

III. Timeline of Important Dates: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-slavery-index-timeline/milestones-in-

the-fight-against-modern-slavery-idUSKCN0YM1ZX 

 

IV. UN Slavery Fund: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Slavery/UNVTCFS/UNSlaveryFund.pdf 

 

V. https://www.ethicaltrade.org/sites/default/files/shared_resources/eti_base_code_guidance_modern_

slavery_web.pdf 

 

VI. https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ilab/2016ChildLaborReport.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cdn.walkfreefoundation.org/content/uploads/2017/05/14093936/Modern-Slavery-in-Nepal-Understanding-the-problem-and-existing-responses.pdf
https://cdn.walkfreefoundation.org/content/uploads/2017/05/14093936/Modern-Slavery-in-Nepal-Understanding-the-problem-and-existing-responses.pdf
https://cocoainitiative.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/06/ICI_strategy_EN_digital_spread_web.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-slavery-index-timeline/milestones-in-the-fight-against-modern-slavery-idUSKCN0YM1ZX
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-slavery-index-timeline/milestones-in-the-fight-against-modern-slavery-idUSKCN0YM1ZX
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Slavery/UNVTCFS/UNSlaveryFund.pdf
https://www.ethicaltrade.org/sites/default/files/shared_resources/eti_base_code_guidance_modern_slavery_web.pdf
https://www.ethicaltrade.org/sites/default/files/shared_resources/eti_base_code_guidance_modern_slavery_web.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ilab/2016ChildLaborReport.pdf


Page 12 of 10 | Research 
Report 

 

  

The Hague International Model United Nations 2019| 27th January 2019 – 1st February 2019 

 

 



Research Report | Page 13 of 10 

 

 

 


