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Introduction 

On the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR),  Eleanor Roosevelt, the driving force behind the UDHR, stated, “Where, after all, do 

universal human rights begin? In small places, close to home - so close and so small that they 

cannot be seen on any maps of the world. […] Unless these rights have meaning there, they 

have little meaning anywhere. Without concerted citizen action to uphold them close to home, we 

shall look in vain for progress in the larger world.” 70 years after its adoption, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is as revolutionary and relevant as it has ever been. 

However, according to the Human Rights Watch (HRW), with issues such as the rise of 

extremism and populism, the common goal of achieving humanity for all is yet to be fulfilled. 

While the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Office has affirmed the shared human values in 

peace and inclusion in the Declaration, it has also spoken for solutions that tackle fear and 

injustice as well as encourage governments to take practical actions that ensure the protection of 

human rights. Launched on December 10th, 2017, the ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign is a 

year-long campaign initiated by the UN Human Rights Office. It has three core objectives: to 

engage, to promote, and to reflect. It envisions to engage all the audience worldwide, to help 

promote ways that the Declaration empower the human race, and to encourage people to reflect 

on how to stand up for rights in daily life.  

The ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign is a continuation of the Stand up for someone’s 

rights today movement of 2017, which was inspired by Eleanor Roosevelt on the 2016 Human 

Rights Day and aimed to inspire and encourage ordinary people to step forward and stand up for 

human rights. For the ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign, several events and activities were 

launched as part of the campaign. The website of the campaign encourages visitors to take a 

pledge for human rights, stating “When anyone’s human rights are denied, everyone's rights are 

undermined,” once again emphasizing the importance of upholding human rights. The UN 
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Human Rights Office has launched this campaign as an opportunity to celebrate the 70th 

anniversary of the UDHR and to help affirm the enduring human rights principles and standards. 

This report will elaborate on the foundation of human rights, the underlying significance of 

endorsing human rights in daily life, and the promotion of rights.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Promote 

To promote means to actively encourage, support, and further the progress of an activity, 

venture, or cause. In this issue, promoting the ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign refers to 

raising awareness of what the Declaration means in everyday life and showing how it 

empowers the entire human race.  

Human rights 

According to the United Nations, human rights are inherent and universal rights to all 

human beings regardless of one’s nationality, race, ethnicity, colour, religion, language, or 

other statuses. Ideally, the rights are not discriminatory towards any group and are 

interrelated, interdependent, and indivisible. Human rights are inalienable and often 

expressed and guaranteed by law in hopes of promoting fundamental freedom for all.  

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted on December 10th, 1948 

by the UN General Assembly after World War II. As leaders around the globe started to 

assemble to institute the UN Charter with a vision of guaranteeing every individual’s right 

everywhere, the UDHR has become a product of such effort. With its preamble and 30 

Articles, the Declaration is an unprecedented proclamation of inalienable, universal, and 

indivisible human rights.  

Universal 

International human rights laws are built upon the cornerstone of universality. If something 

is universal, it essentially means that it is done by and related and applicable to all the 

people in all cases. This principle has been accentuated since the adoption of the UDHR 

and on several occasions. For instance, the 1993 Vienna World Conference on Human 

Rights reiterated that the States have the duty to promote all human rights regardless of 

their economic, social, and political systems. States, in fact, have a consent to uphold the 

universality of human rights since all States have ratified at least one of the nine core 

international human rights instruments.  

Inalienable 

When something is inalienable, it is not able to be taken away from or given away by the 
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possessor. Ideally, human rights are inalienable since they should not be taken away 

unless the person is known to be in specific situations such as being found guilty for a 

crime by a court of law.  

Indivisible 

Indivisible refers to not being able to be separated or divided. Human rights are known to 

be indivisible since they are interrelated and interdependent. Whether they are civil and 

political rights, economic, cultural, and social rights, or collective rights, human rights often 

facilitate one another through improvement but could also strip away one another when 

deprived.  

Deprivation 

Deprivation refers to restraining an object, usually a human being, from acquiring or using 

something. The deprivation of human rights then refers to preventing someone from 

enjoying one’s rights. Given that human rights are interdependent and indivisible, the 

deprivation of one right can have adverse effects on other rights.  

 

Background Information 

Foundation of Human Rights 

After World War II, countries came to a consent to prevent any future atrocities similar to 

the world war and created the United Nations (UN). Leaders all over the world then decided to 

convene to constitute the UN Charter as the foundation of this intergovernmental organization. The 

goal of ensuring universal human rights for all, then, has been set forth since the adoption of the 

UN Charter on October 24th, 1945.  

Adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 

The idea of complementing a document to outline individual rights was first brought up at 

the first session of the UN General Assembly in 1946. The Assembly then reviewed the 

draft of the Declaration on Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms and transmitted it to 

the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for it to consider for the establishment of the 

Commission on Human Rights. The Commission of Human Rights, as a result, had its first 

session in 1947 for the preparation of “an international bill of rights,” as stated by the 

ECOSOC. The Commission later formulated a formal drafting committee with eight of its 

Member States. With various religious, cultural, and political backgrounds, members of the 

drafting committee collaborated to draft the UDHR. After the first draft was proposed in 

September 1948, over 50 Member States of the UN participated in the final drafting 

process. On December 10th, 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was 

then adopted as the result of the UN General Assembly Resolution 217 A (III) with eight 
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abstentions but no dissensions during voting of its 183rd plenary meeting.   

Significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 

The UDHR is the fundamental government that outlines the universal, inalienable rights that 

should be entitled to every human being on the planet. The Declaration is one of the most 

revolutionary documents since it was the first in human history to list out all the basic civil, 

political, economic, social and cultural rights that should be enjoyed by everyone. 

Additionally, it signifies the dignity and worth of the human person and shows commitment 

to promoting better standards of life in larger freedom. Along with the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optional Protocols, and the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the UDHR formed the International Bill 

of Rights. The Declaration, when adopted, was proclaimed to be a "common standard of 

achievement for all peoples and all nations.” Notably, it includes a broad range of rights 

ranging from political, civil, social, cultural and economic rights. Even though the 

Declaration is not a legally binding document, it has inspired more than 60 human rights 

instruments that complement one another to constitute an international standard for human 

rights.  

Classification of Human Rights 

According to the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the human 

rights proclaimed by the UDHR come in six cross-cutting themes: dignity and justice, 

development, environment, culture, gender, and participation. Dignity is the concept that 

lies at the heart of the Declaration. Although somehow intangible, treating every human 

being with dignity essentially means to treat everyone with full respect and make everyone 

equal before the law, which is the core value that is emphasized throughout the 

Declaration. Development is a theme that is a key factor which realises how individuals and 

societies can only be fully developed through the accumulated efforts of the nation or the 

international community. Environment, although not explicitly stated in the Declaration, is 

crucial to be recognized while upholding human rights since environmental degradation can 

abuse the right to a healthy and secure life. Culture is closely bonded to human rights as 

well since it represents and is central to the identity of human beings, emphasizing that no 

one’s culture should be imposed on or eradicated. Gender, similar to culture, is said to not 

be a factor of discrimination. Although Article 2 of the Declaration does clearly state to treat 

everyone equally regardless of one’s gender, it has not yet fulfilled its promise, given the 

exploitation of females in several countries. Last but not least, the allowance of participation 

is also an important principle that further enables everyone to enjoy and experience a wider 

range of rights.  
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Human Rights Day 

Observed on December 10th by the international community every year, Human Rights Day 

serves as the commemoration of the adoption of the UDHR on December 10th, 1948. On 

December 4th, 1950, the UN General Assembly passed resolution 423 (V) to invite all States and 

interested organizations to adopt December 10th of each year as Human Rights Day. As the 

Declaration serves as a general consent for all Member States to emphasize the relevance of 

human rights in their daily lives, Human Rights Day is a chance for all States to celebrate and 

recognize the importance of human rights. The OHCHR, especially the High Commissioner of 

Human Rights, play a significant role in the coordination of efforts of the yearly observation of 

Human Rights Day. The ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign is the observance of the 2017 Human 

Rights Day and can be viewed as the 2016 observance ‘Stand up for someone’s right today.’ 

Stand up for someone’s right today 

The Stand up for someone’s right today movement was initiated by the UN Human Rights 

Office and inspired by Eleanor Roosevelt on the 2016 Human Rights Day. Through this 

campaign, the Office aimed to to encourage, recognize, and dynamise what people do in 

their daily life, to amplify the people’s voices that speak for the decent values of human 

rights, and to prove how local movements can add onto a global movement in the hopes of 

engaging people to defend human rights together. The Office proposed some ideas for 

participants who were willing to join, which included informing oneself about the importance 

of human rights and the reasons why it matter, standing with others’ human rights through 

joining public events or donating, speaking up when witnessing human rights abuses 

through different platforms including social media, and calling on leaders to uphold human 

rights, such as urging one’s employer to sign up for the Global Compact on Business and 

Human Rights to promote human rights in the workforce. 

‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign 

The ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign is a continuation of the Stand up for someone’s 

right campaign, launched on Human Rights Day in 2016. With the principles proclaimed in 

the UDHR and the States’ commitment to the Declaration’s principles, human rights have 

been uplifted. Nevertheless, its values of equality, justice and human dignity are yet to be 

fulfilled amid the human rights violations occurring around the globe. The 

‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign serves as an opportunity to highlight the meaning of the 

UDHR and will culminate on Human Rights Day 2018. The three core objectives of the 

campaign are engaging people worldwide, promoting the understanding of the UDHR and 

how it empowers all of us, and reflecting on ways to ensure and stand up for human rights 

in everyday life. The campaign emphasizes several key ideas, including how the UDHR 

empowers all, the idea of making human rights relevant in everyday life, the roots of the 
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shared humanity in these universal values, the importance of equality, justice, and freedom 

in the sustainability of peace, and the exposure of risks when the values are abandoned. 

Under the campaign, the OHCHR has launched several events, including Shine Your Light 

for Human Rights, the Mobile Film Festival that celebrates human rights, and 16-days of 

activism against Gender-Based Violence. In terms of the promotion of the campaign, which 

is the main focus of the report, the Office encourages all people to raise awareness of the 

meaning and empowerment of the UDHR in everyday life. Promotion of the Declaration 

comes in several forms, ranging from planning public events that are symbolic to the 

Declaration to spreading words of the Declaration via different platforms, especially 

accessible one such as social media. Examples include the promotion of the “add your 

voice” project, which encourages the recording of any of the articles of the Declaration in 

more than 125 languages and making pocketbooks of the Declaration to spread the word of 

the Declaration.  

 

Current Status of Human Rights  

To understand the aim of the campaign, it’s essential to comprehend the human rights 

issues that occur around the world. Even though all UN Member States have at least ratified one of 

the many human rights treaties, human rights violations still happen around the globe every day. 

Due to a myriad of human rights complications, this report will outline the human right situation 

observed by Human Rights Watch (HRW) from late 2016 to November 2017, as recorded in its 

published 2018 World Report. The observance of human rights situations observed in 2017 help 

explains the launching of the ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign by the OHCHR. 

 

Surge of populism 

For the past few years, there has been a surge of authoritarian populists on the rise. 

Authoritarian populists are politicians who claimed to speak for “the people” but, in fact, 

often demonize minorities and disrupt human rights principles. This essentially induces an 

illiberal democracy. The maintenance of human rights has been corrupting in some of the 

most powerful States in the world. The United States (US) President has displayed 

discrimination towards minorities through words and policies. Meanwhile, the United 

Kingdom (UK) being taken up by Brexit means that the EU charter of fundamental rights no 

longer guarantees the UK citizens’ rights, and it’s now up to the UK legislation’s discretion 

to protect rights in employment, equality, and privacy. There are difficulties in encountering 

populism challenges, but as ordinary people recognize the need of human rights and other 

democratic leaders willing to address legitimate grievances and endorse human rights 

principles, visible effects have been observed to make populism less inevitable compared 
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to the year before.  

 

Burma and the Rohingya refugee crisis 

The Rohingya refugee crisis is often seen as a result of the populist movement in Burma. 

Buddhist extremists, senior members of the Burmese military, and even civilian-led 

government members contributed to the ethnic cleansing targeting the Rohingya Muslims. 

Data collected until late 2017 showed how more than 340 villages sent 640,000 and 

counting Rohingya refugees, which resulted in the fastest massive forced flight since the 

Rwandan genocide. In response, the Western nations are seemingly reluctant to implement 

financial or travel sanctions partially due to restraints of the geopolitical location of Burma. 

Nonetheless, the international community criminalizes the Burmese government’s actions, 

and members of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) supported a UN Human 

Rights Council resolution condemning Burma’s crimes against humanity. 

 

Issues originated in small and medium-sized states 

Several small and medium-sized states have failed to uphold human rights either due to the 

corrupted government and ongoing warfare. Yemen has become the worst humanitarian 

crisis worldwide as the Saudi coalition has joined forces since 2015. Albeit such fact, both 

the Houthis and the Saudi coalition show no means of ceasing the conflict. The UN Human 

Rights Council has shown elucidate efforts in its international investigation of abuses in 

Yemen. Anyhow, with a population more than 10 million either facing starvation or suffering 

through the worst cholera epidemic in modern day history, human rights in Yemen are yet 

to be promised. In the case of the Filipino government, President Rodrigo Duterte has 

encouraged the murder of suspected drug users. This resulted massive police shootings 

that resulted more than 12,000 deaths since Duterte entered the office. Under the pressure 

from the UN Human Rights Council, particularly led by Iceland, Duterte ended up with a 

more law-respecting drug agency and withdrew anti-drug police operations, which 

successfully made executions drop steeply.  

 

Defence of human rights 

Despite the fact that populism perpetuates, significant efforts have been made to prevent 

populist advances. The former French presidential candidate, Emmanuel Macron, rejected 

its National Front’s divisive policies that foment Muslims and immigrants, which resulted in 

his victory in the presidential election. This signifies how France has taken the vigorous 

defence of democratic principles. The United States, even with President Donald Trump’s 

foreign policy that disregards several ethnic minorities, has its people standing up against 
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anti-rights policies and some of its State Department officials who had threatened the 

Burmese government with potential sanctions. In the case of Poland and Hungary, both 

country governments, President Andrzej Duda and Prime Minister Viktor Orban, had 

initiated activities that corrupt democratic values and human rights. However, their actions 

have been impeded either by the European Union (EU) legal values, the public, or both. In 

Venezuela, President Nicolás Maduro has continued to repress the Venezuelan democracy 

and economy, but as a result, its people, neighbouring countries, and other organizations 

such as the EU have shown reluctance and protested again his violent evisceration of 

rights.  

 

Importance of enduring human rights principles and standards 

 One of the taglines of the ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign reads, “When anyone’s 

human rights are denied, everyone's rights are undermined.” The importance of enduring human 

rights principles and standards, although seemingly obvious, is often understated. The human 

rights principles stated in the UDHR establish equal dignity and worth of every person, which allow 

people to exercise their equality in larger freedom. It enables people to enjoy the benefits of society 

without fear or abuses. If human rights principles and standards are abolished or forgotten, people 

who seek advantage from exploitation and hatred would diminish freedom and equality, which, at 

the worse, can put the victims’ lives at huge risks. Enduring human rights principles essentially 

represents how humanity could share perennial universality. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Serving as the Secretariat of the Human Rights Council, the treaty bodies, and other 

human rights organs of the UN, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

was established in 1993 and is now the leading UN entity on human rights. It has a headquarter 

located in Geneva and approximately 1300 people as staff. It advocates practical solutions to fear 

and injustice as well as monitors policies and calls those that are not effective. It plays a crucial 

role in human rights since it undertakes human rights field activities, supports peacekeeping 

missions for human right components, and launched the ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign, 

which is particularly crucial in this issue.  

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, who is Michelle Bachelet Jeriais since 

September 1st, 2018, is obligated to exercise major human right activities, to respond to serious 

human rights violations, and to undertake preventive action. The High Commissioner has the right 

to regularly comment on human rights situations around the globe and the authority to request for 
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investigations on human right issues and further publish reports regarding them.  

 

Human Rights Council 

The Human Rights Council (HRC) is a UN human right organ that replaced the 60-year-old 

UN Commission on Human Rights. It was instituted in 2006 as the key independent UN 

intergovernmental body responsible for human rights. Consisting of 47 State representatives, it 

aims to strengthen the promotion of human rights by addressing human rights violations and 

making recommendations accordingly. The Council has a unique innovative mechanism called the 

Universal Periodic Review, which keeps a review of the human rights records of all 192 Member 

States once every four years. It aims to ensure the universality of human rights in every country.  

 

Human Rights Treaty Bodies 

The human rights treaty bodies are committees that are responsible for monitoring the 

implementation of the core international instruments of human rights. Each independent committee 

consists of experts that are in charge of each particular core treaty. Once the State has ratified a 

treaty, it is obligated to ensure that its citizens can enjoy the rights endorsed by the treaty. There 

are currently ten human rights treaty bodies, with nine of them each monitoring one of the nine 

core instruments and an optional protocol. For instance, the Human Rights Committee (CCPR) 

monitors the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966); the Committee on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) monitors the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights (1966); the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

(CERD) monitors the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (1965); and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW) monitors the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women (1979) and its optional protocol (1999).  

 

Human Rights Watch (HRW)  

Human Rights Watch (HRW) is an organization dedicated to defending human rights 

globally. It is an independent, non-governmental, an international organization founded in 1978. It 

includes divisions around the world as well as thematic ones that specifically monitor and 

investigate particular human rights. They carry out meticulous investigations on human rights 

abuses, expose human rights facts publicly, and occasionally exert forces on authorities to secure 

justice and freedom. They publish yearly human rights reports that summarize the key human 

rights events, especially violations, observed in more than 90 countries and territories around the 

globe.

 Timeline of Events 
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Date Description of event 

 

October 24th, 1945 

The UN Charter, signed on June 6th, 1945, came into effect on October 24th, 

1945. It was finalized in San Francisco at the United Nations Conference on 

International Organization. It is the founding document of the UN. 

December 10th, 1948 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted through the 

UN General Assembly Resolution 217.  

 

 

January 3rd, 1976 

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, adopted on 

December 16th, 1966, entered into force. The Covenant seeks to promote and 

protect the right to work in just and favourable conditions, to social protection, to 

attainable living and well-being standards, and to education and enjoyment of 

scientific progress under cultural freedom.  

March 15th, 2006 The Human Rights Council was established through the UN General Assembly 

Resolution 60/251.  

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 10 December 1948 (217 A (III)) 

● Resolution on Human Rights Day, 4 December 1950 (A/RES/423(V)) 

● International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 21 

December 1965 (Treaty Series, vol. 660, p. 195) 

● International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 16 December 1966 (Treaty Series, 

vol. 999, p. 171) 

● International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 3 January 1976 (Treaty 

Series, vol. 993, p. 3) 

● Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 18 

December 1979 (Treaty Series, vol. 1249, p. 13)  

● Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment, 10 December 1984 (United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1465, p. 85) 

● Convention on the Rights of the Child, 20 November 1989 (United Nations, Treaty 

Series, vol. 1577, p. 3) 
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● International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families, 18 December 1990 (A/RES/45/158) 

● International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, 

20 December 2016  

● Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 13 December 2006 (A/RES/61/106, 

Annex I) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 An approach to ensure human rights for all is the launching of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). All of the Members States of the United Nations adopted the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015, envisioning for the peace and prosperity of all the 

people and this planet. There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a result of the 

agenda, which calls for the urgent global partnership to end the deprivation of several rights whilst 

preserving the environment and tackling challenges such as climate change. Particularly, the first 

six SDGs, which are ending poverty, zero hunger, good health and well-being, quality education, 

gender equality, and clean water and sanitation, are related to human rights mentioned in the 

UDHR and other human right treaties. This signifies how the Agenda aims to promote human 

rights through a global coalition.  

The OHCHR has launched several activations under the ‘StandUp4HumanRights’ 

campaign in order to raise awareness of human rights more effectively. Shine Your Light for 

Human Rights is a one-month activation launched by the Office in mid-November. It spreads 

across the world and aims to spotlight the centrality of rights to everyone’s daily life. On December 

13th, 2018, the event would come to an end with the final event in Geneva. For each event, there 

would be a social media campaign that features an iconic figure who stands up for human rights 

and promotes each of the UDHR’s thirty articles. Another example of the activation would be the 

Mobile Film Festival in September, which is a collaboration among YouTube Creators for Change, 

UN Human Rights, and the European Union. The Mobile Film Festival has dedicated itself to 

defending the values of equality and discovery. The Festival is completely inclusive for all and has 

only one rule for all filmmakers: 1 Mobile, 1 Minute, 1 Film. With the partnership built this year, the 

Festival is now setting the theme of #StandUp4HumanRights for filmmakers. Through the Festival, 

everyone has gotten a chance to express one’s story and advocate for human rights without 

boundaries.  

 

Possible Solutions 
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With the technological development made, one of the most accessible forms for promotion 

today is social media. In order to make the UDHR relevant to everyone’s everyday life, it’s 

essential for the message to be clearly conveyed yet appealing. With social media, words about 

upholding human rights and why it’s essential to do so could be easily spread through sharing, 

hashtags, and posts, especially those of famous celebrities or public figures. Aside from the 

#StandUp4HumanRights hashtag, hashtags such as #fightracism, #EndGenderDiscrimination, and 

#Torture-free can keep people engage in the campaign, allow people to understand the current 

status of human rights around the world, and further promote and inspire the implementation of 

human rights in daily life. Social media has proven to have a huge impact that allows information to 

be spread immediately.  

Aside from social media, there are several other ways to promote human rights. The 

‘StandUp4HumanRights’ campaign itself recommended to promote the UDHR in civil society and 

international organizations through ways such as but not limited to organizing an awareness 

campaign locally, setting up an exhibition on human rights prominent public locations, drawing 

connections between key communication moments and human rights to highlight the importance of 

human rights, and asking local or national authorities to stress the importance of the UDHR and 

human rights in public speeches or campaigns. In private sectors such as the workplace, human 

rights could also be promoted by calling the CEO of the company to emphasize the importance of 

human rights in the workplace and carrying out actual moves to ensure so.  
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