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Introduction  

 Three quarters of children between the ages of 2 and 4 are regularly subjugated to violent 

discipline by caregivers, while only 60 countries have full legislative prohibition of corporal punish-

ment at home. This is just one of the faces of the despicable phenomenon of child maltreatment. 

Every child has the unquestionable human right to be protected from any type of violence inflicted 

upon them, regardless of whether it comes from a parent, friend, teacher or stranger. In alignment 

with the Sustainable Development Goals, it is a detestable fact that at present times the exploitation 

and violence against children is tolerated within communities in every country. Through hindering 

their development into contributing members of a modern society and perpetuating cycles of poverty 

and exclusion they have to face, violence and exploitation of children has long term social and eco-

nomic costs for society as a whole. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Adequate Parental Care 

 An arrangement by which a child’s basic physical, emotional, intellectual and social needs 

are met by their carers and the child is developing in line with their potential with no issues. 

Assessment 

 The process by which the problems, needs (physical, emotional, intellectual and social) and 

rights of a child and their family is evaluated and understood in a wider context of the community. 

Examples of assessment include: risk assessment, initial assessment, rapid assessment, etc. 

 

 

Child Abuse 



 

 

 “a deliberate act of ill treatment that can harm or is likely to cause harm to a child's safety, 

wellbeing, dignity and development. Abuse includes all forms of physical, sexual, psychological or 

emotional ill treatment.” 

Child Headed Household 

A household in which a child or multiple children, typically an older sibling, assumes primary respon-

sibility and acts as the primary caretaker, running the household and providing for the members of 

the aforementioned household. 

Child Labour 

Work that is mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous and harmful to children and interferes 

with their schooling by depriving them of the opportunity to attend school, obliging them to leave 

school prematurely or requiring them to attempt to combine school attendance with excessive work. 

In extreme forms, it involves child enslavement, family separation, exposure to hazardous condi-

tions, or forced independence. ILO Convention 182 defines the worst forms of child labour as traf-

ficking, the sale of a child, bonded labour, forced labour, use of children in armed conflict, commercial 

sexual exploitation of children, use of children in the commission of crimes including trafficking and 

production of drugs. 

Child Protection 

“Measures and structures intended to prevent and respond to abuse, neglect, exploitation and vio-

lence affecting children.” 

Community-Based Accountability 

“Process that seeks to hold perpetrators of violence accountable while still recognizing their human-

ity (along with the humanity of the person directly harmed and of members of the affected commu-

nities). Uses an intersectional lens of analysis, acknowledges that many people who cause harm are 

themselves survivors, and takes the survivor’s vision of a just outcome into account. Operates out-

side of the criminal legal system/prison industrial complex, given the inherent biases within those 

systems”  

Disclosure 

The way by which a victim of violence and/or exploitation informs someone that the abuse has oc-

curred. The disclose may be direct, through a straightforward confessional statement, or may be 

done through hints, divulging small details at a time. Both types should be recognised. 

Trafficking in Persons (including Child Trafficking) 



 

 

“Trafficking in persons refers to the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of 

persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of 

deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of 

payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the 

purpose of exploitation. (Article 3). In the case of a child, however, the entire question of the consent 

is irrelevant.”. 

Background Information 

 Violence and exploitation against children can be seen in various forms and is influenced 

by a plethora of factors, ranging from personal characteristics of the victim and perpetrator to their 

cultural, social and physical environments. However, due to absence of disclosure from the vic-

tims, much of the aforementioned abuse remains undiscovered. This occurs for multiple reasons, 

one being fear: many children are afraid to report violence acted out upon them, as there exists a 

real threat for them if they do. A quote from Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty that justi-

fies this is: “Fear is closely related to the stigma frequently attached to reporting violence, particu-

larly in places where family “honour” is placed above the safety and well-being of children. In par-

ticular, rape or other forms of sexual violence can lead to ostracism, further violence, or death.” 

The number of countries with available data in UNICEF global databases for a selection of child 

protection indicators can be found in figure VI. 

 Another important factor is societal acceptance of violence and its existence as threatening 

and negative, as well as far from the morally acceptable or normal. According to the Study, “both 

children and perpetrators may accept physical, sexual and psychological violence as inevitable 

and normal. Discipline through physical and humiliating punishment, bullying and sexual harass-

ment are frequently perceived as normal, particularly when no “visible” or lasting physical injury re-

sults.” Evidently, this is detestable, and the lack of legislative prohibition of corporal punishment in 

the majority of nations reflects this attitude. According to the Global Initiative to End All Corporal 

Punishment of Children, approximately 106 countries lack prohibition of the use of corporal punish-

ment in educational facilities, 147 countries do not prohibit it within alternative care, and currently 

16 countries have prohibited it fully at home. The lack of legislative prohibition is attributed to the 

lack of information on this issue and the absence of proper infrastructure to allow anonymous 

disclosure. 

 The absence of disclosure is also attributed to the lack of safe or trusted ways for individu-

als, both children and adults, to report it. In a plethora of nations, the price force, social services or 

other holders of authority are not trusted by the general public due to issues such as corruption 

and misuse of power. That is if the area has the aforementioned services - some rural communities 



 

 

in which this issue still prevails lack the services completely, with no infrastructure to support dis-

closure.  

 

Key facts relating to the issue 

• Three quarters of children between the ages of 2 and 4 are regularly subjugated to violent disci-

pline by caregivers.  

• Only 60 countries have full legislative prohibition of corporal punishment at home.  

• 15 million adolescent girls between the ages of 15 and 19 have experienced some degree of 

sexual violence 

• More than 1 in every 3 students aged between 13 and 15 years experience regular bullying.  

• 732 million children, which is half the population of school-aged children worldwide, live in coun-

tries where corporal punishment at school is not fully prohibited by law.  

• Every 7 minutes, an adolescent is killed by an act of violence somewhere in the world. 

The United Nations Study on Violence Against Children 

 Range of violence against children - World Health Organisation findings and data 

 The study shows the following examples which illustrate the range of violence against  

  children (the following is a direct quote from the UN report):  

• WHO has estimated, through the use of limited country-level data, that almost 53,000 

children died worldwide in 2002 as a result of homicide. 

• Studies from many countries in all regions of the world suggest that up to 80 to 98 per 

cent of children suffer physical punishment in their homes, with a third or more experienc-

ing severe physical punishment resulting from the use of implements 

• Reporting on a wide range of developing countries, the Global School-based Health Sur-

vey recently found that between 20 and 65 per cent of school-aged children reported hav-

ing been verbally or physically bullied in the past 30 days. Bullying is also frequent in in-

dustrialised countries. 

• WHO estimates that 150 million girls and 73 million boys under 18 experienced forced 

sexual intercourse or other forms of sexual violence during 2002. 

• According to a WHO estimate, between 100 and 140 million girls and women in the world 

have undergone some form of female genital mutilation/cutting. Estimates from UNICEF 



 

 

published in 2005 suggest that in sub-Saharan Africa, Egypt and the Sudan, 3 million 

girls and women are subjected to genital mutilation/cutting every year. 

• Recent ILO estimates indicate that, in 2004, 218 million children were involved in child 

labour, of whom 126 million were in hazardous work.14 Estimates from 2000 suggest that 

5.7 million were in forced or bonded labour, 1.8 million in prostitution and pornography, 

and 1.2 million were victims of trafficking.15 However, compared with estimates pub-

lished in 2002, the incidence of child labour has diminished by 11 per cent and 25 per 

cent fewer children were found working in hazardous occupations. 

 

 Settings in which violence against children occurs 

 Home and Family:  

 

- The family is the fundamental societal group unit, dictated by natural instincts, as pro-

claimed by article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and articles 10 and 

23 of the International Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on Civil 

and Political Rights. The Connection on the Rights of the Child, contained in its pream-

ble, assumes that “the family is the natural environment for the growth and well being of 

all its members - and particularly children - thereby recognising that the family has the 

greatest potential to protect children and provide for their physical and emotional safety.” 

- An estimated number between 133 and 275 million children worldwide witness domestic 

violence every year. 

- “The occurrence of sexual violence in the home is increasingly acknowledged. An over-

view of studies in 21 countries (mostly developed) found that 7-36 per cent of women 

and 3-29 per cent of men reported sexual victimisation during childhood, and the major-

ity of studies found girls to be abused at 1.5-3 times the rate for males. Most of the 

abuse occurred within the family circle. Similarly, a multi-country study by WHO, includ-

ing both developed and developing countries, showed that between 1 and 21 per cent of 

women reported to have been sexually abused before the age of 15, in most cases by 

male family members other than the father or stepfather.” 

 

 Schools and educational settings:  

 

- In most nations children spend a majority of their time in the care of adults in their educa-

tional system than in any other setting. Therefore, schools have the important role of 

providing protection to their children from violence, promoting their dignity and sense of 

self worth, and providing a safe environment for their development. 



 

 

- However, violence and exploitation occurs even there. A quote from the Study to justify 

this is: “The Convention on the Rights of the Child requires States parties to take all ap-

propriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a manner con-

sistent with the Convention. The Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Chil-

dren reports that 102 countries have banned corporal punishment in school, but enforce-

ment is uneven.” 

- There is also violence on the playground, coming from other children sometimes, which 

does not  make it any more negligible.  

- Sexual and gender based violence also occurs in educational settings. The majority of 

cases see the abuse directed at girls, coming from male teachers or classmates.  

 

 Care and Justice Systems: 

  

- Millions of children spend substantial periods of their lives under the control and supervi-

sion of alternative carers or justice systems, or in institutions such as orphanages.  

- “Overcrowding and squalid conditions, societal stigmatisation and discrimination, and 

poorly trained staff heighten the risk of violence. Effective complaints, monitoring and in-

spection mechanisms, and adequate government regulation and oversight are frequently 

absent” 

- Approximately 8 million children worldwide are in residential care. 

- “Violence by institutional staff, for the purpose of “disciplining” children, includes beatings 

with hands, sticks and hoses, and hitting children’s heads against the wall, restraining 

children in cloth sacks, tethering them to furniture, locking them in freezing rooms for 

days at a time and leaving them to lie in their own excrement.” 

 

 

 Work settings:  

 

- “There are little data on violence against child workers, especially those in the informal 

sector. International standards, such as ILO Convention No. 138 (1973) concerning Mini-

mum Age for Admission to Employment preclude children under the minimum age of em-

ployment from being in the workplace. Across all regions, violence — physical, sexual 

and psychological — affects many millions of children who are working, both legally and 

illegally. It may be used to coerce children to work, or punish or control them within the 

workplace. Some categories of illegal work have been identified as the “worst forms of 

child labour” and therefore constitute violence against children. “ 



 

 

- The exploitation of children under 18 in the prostitution industry, child pornography and 

similar sectors is a variant of violence. An estimate of 1 million children enter these sec-

tors annually. 

- “Studies of non-fatal physical violence reveal that for every youth homicide there are 

around 20 to 40 victims of non-fatal youth violence requiring hospital treatment. As with 

homicide, rates of non-fatal violent victimisation are higher among males than females.” 

 

 In the community:  

 

- “Available data indicate that in most parts of the world, homicide rates among boys aged 

15 to 17 are at least three times greater than among boys aged 10 to 14. This sudden 

increase in violence among children older than 15 years occurs even in regions with low 

overall homicide rates and implies that measures to curtail violent behaviour are critical 

before, and in, the early and mid-teens.”  

- Physical violence exhibited by teenage peers tends to be more persistent in urban areas 

characteristic with low employment rates, lack of education and social amenities, as well 

as low standards of housing.  

- Child trafficking is also widespread across nations: “Trafficking can involve multiple forms 

of violence: abduction or deception by recruiters in their transactions with children, their 

parents or other carers, sexual violence which affects trafficking victims as they are 

transferred to their destination”  

 

Sustainable Development Goal 

The Sustainable Development Goals are an extensive collection of objectives that the UN aims to 

achieve by 2030. Among those goals, the following are of paramount importance for ending vio-

lence or harmful practices against children. 

 Goal 4  

 Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 

  justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. 

 Target 16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere.  

 Target 16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture 

 of children. 

 

 Goal 5 

 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 



 

 

 Target 5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and  

  private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation.  

 Target 5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and  

  female genital mutilation. 

 

 Goal 16  

 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning   

  opportunities for all. 

 Target 4.A Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and   

  gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning  

   environments for all. 

 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

 UNICEF is one of the most involved UN organisations relevant to the issue at hand. Given 

that their mission statement is to drive change for children and young people every day, across the 

globe, it is evident that their contribution is of mass effect. UNICEF works with 190 countries and 

territories to save children’s lives, to enforce and defend their rights, and to aid in their develop-

ment so that they can fulfil their full potential. Involved particularly with issues relating to child la-

bour, their approach to prevention involves providing access to basic services, working to 

strengthen national child protection systems, as well as advocating and promoting social change. 

Furthermore, they work with governments in various countries to implement programmes directly 

targeting child labour. In response to the call to end violence against children by 2030, UNICEF 

has strengthened its evidence based approach. Actions taken by the organisation include, but are 

not limited to: supporting coordinated national plans and actions to address the issue, strengthen-

ing legislative and policy frameworks, shifting social norms and practises that perpetuate violence, 

implementing policies to prohibit violence and improve services, and educating girls and boys to be 

aware of their rights and therefore exercise them by all means possible.  

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  

 In November 2007, the United Nations General Assembly established the post of Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children. This resolution encourages 

multiple UN bodies, OHCHR being a main contributor, to cooperate and support the Special Rep-

resentative. A statement from the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise 

Arbour, summarises their perspective: “"Violence against children is a violation of their human 



 

 

rights, a disturbing reality of our societies. It can never be justified whether for disciplinary reasons 

or cultural tradition. No such thing as a ‘reasonable' level of violence is acceptable . Legalized vio-

lence against children in one context risks tolerance of violence against children generally.” In 

2001, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to conduct an in-depth study on the 

question of violence against children. In response, OHCHR, along with other UN agencies, has 

made and continues to make an advocacy effort to raise awareness and to bring this problem into 

the general public’s eye. 

World Health Organisation  

 The World Health Organisation largely contributes to the resolution of the issue at hand 

through working on numerous initiatives, as exemplified by their work with the International Society 

for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) to produce the first international guide on 

how to prevent child maltreatment. A further example of their involvement is their work in establish-

ing INSPIRE, which is a group of 7 interlinked strategies aimed at reducing violence against chil-

dren. WHO and a variety of other organisations work to address the causes of childhood violence 

and exploitation, including in familiar situations. 

UN organisations involved through contributing to the Study  

 International Labour Organization (ILO), the Office of the United Nations High Commis-

sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO), the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Division for the Ad-

vancement of Women of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The 

aforementioned organisations have made contributions to the The United Nations Study on Vio-

lence Against Children. 

  

Timeline of Events 

Date  Description of Events 

10 December 1948  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is proclaimed by the 

United Nations General Assembly. 

1998 First debate of the UN Security Council on children and armed con-

flict.  



 

 

1999-2018  A series of resolutions passed by the Security Council (Resolutions 

1261, 1314, 1379, 1460, 1539, 1612, 1882, 2068, 2143, 2225, 2427) 

which implement or follow up on measures against child violence 

and exploitation, such as the use of child soldiers. 

  

12 February 2002 The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

on the involvement  of children in armed conflict enters into force. 

This date is currently commemorated as International Day against 

the Use of Child Soldiers. 

March 2014 Defence of Children International (DCI), Human Rights Watch 

(HRW) and other non-governmental organisations (NGOs) officially 

launch the campaign calling for a Global Study on Children Deprived 

of Liberty, at Palais de Nations in Geneva.  

December 2014 Adoption of Resolution: Rights of the child 03.02.2015 

(A/RES/69/157), central in implementing measures against the issue 

at hand and launching a series of follow up resolutions on the same 

issue.  

March 2015 Beginning of a series of advocacy and awareness events by the Hu-

man Rights Council. The events include: 

- 03.15 Event on “Children Deprived of Liberty, a Global Perspec-

tive” 

- 09.15 Event on Girls in Detention 

- 03.17 Side-event on implementation of UN Global Study on Chil-

dren Deprived of Liberty.  

1 January 2016 The 17 Sustainable Development Goals, of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, came into force after being adopted by 

world leaders in September 2015 at a historic UN Summit. 

2016 Release and implementation of INSPIRE by UN organisations and 

national organisations such as CDC (refer to following section: Rele-

vant UN Treaties and Events) 

January 2018 Beginning of substantive implementation phase of the Global Study 

on Children Deprived of Liberty.  

 



 

 

 

 

Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions, Events and Initiatives 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a document of paramount importance and weight in 

actions assumed by United Nations bodies. It is a great milestone in the history of the fight to attain 

equal human rights, as it establishes a standard of action and morality tone followed by all member 

nations. Translated into over 500 languages, it sets an international standard for achievement.  

Promotion and protection of the rights of children 03.12.2007 (A/62/435) 

A resolution central to General Assembly’s efforts to prevent the violations of the rights of children 

internationally. A statement from the report summarises the intent of the resolution and is as fol-

lows: “At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 21 September 2007, the General Assembly, on the recom-

mendation of the General Committee, decided to include in the agenda of its sixty-second session 

the item entitled: “Promotion and protection of the rights of children: “(a) Promotion and protection 

of the rights of children; “(b) Follow-up to the outcome of the special session on children” and to 

allocate it to the Third Committee.”  

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

02.08.2007 (A/62/182) 

Statement from report summarising the resolution: “In its resolution 61/146, the General Assembly 

requested the Secretary- General to submit to it at its sixty-second session a report containing in-

formation on the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The present report is submit-

ted in accordance with that request.” 

Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the special session of the General As-

sembly on children 15.08.2007 (A/62/259) 

“The present report is a mid-decade update of progress made in follow-up to the special session of 

the General Assembly on children, which was held from 8 to 10 May 2002. The report follows pre-

vious annual reviews of progress presented at the fifty-eighth session (A/58/333), the fifty-ninth 

session (A/59/274), the sixtieth session (A/60/207) and the sixty-first session (A/61/270) of the 

General Assembly. The report draws from progress reports from 110 Member States and from 

global data from the organisations, agencies and funds of the United Nations.” 

Report of the Secretary-General on the girl child 24.08.2007 (A/62/297) 



 

 

“The present report is submitted in accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/141 in which 

the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to submit a report at its sixty-second session on 

the implementation of the present resolution, including an emphasis on fistula, with a view to as-

sessing the impact of the resolution on the well-being of the girl child. Section II of the report high-

lights key points raised at the fifty-first session of the Commission on the Status of Women in Feb-

ruary/March 2007. Section III reviews work by treaty monitoring bodies and special procedures of 

the Human Rights Council. Section IV presents efforts by the United Nations to prevent and treat 

fistula.” 

Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Con-

flict  13.08.2007 (A/62/228) 

“The present report is submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolution 51/77, in which the As-

sembly established the mandate of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Chil-

dren and Armed Conflict and requested the submission of an annual report on the situation of chil-

dren affected by armed conflict. The Assembly has since extended the mandate of the Special 

Representative three times, most recently by its resolution 60/231. This is the tenth report submit-

ted to the Assembly on children and armed conflict.” 

Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty 

Children deprived of liberty remain an invisible and forgotten group in society notwithstanding the 

increasing evidence of these children being in fact victims of further human rights violations. 

Countless children are placed in inhuman conditions and in adult facilities – in clear violation of 

their human rights - where they are at high risk of violence, rape and sexual assault, including acts 

of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

In addressing the situation, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted its Child Rights 

Resolution (A/RES/69/157) (refer to appropriate section on this resolution seen further down). This 

resolution invited the United Nations Secretary-General to conduct an in-depth global study on chil-

dren deprived of their liberty. 

 

Rights of the child 03.02.2015 (A/RES/69/157) 

A central and more recent resolution inviting the United Nations Secretary general to commission 

an in depth study on the situation of children being deprived of their liberty and rights internation-

ally, along with other relevant actions.  

 

Rights of the child 23.01.2018 (A/RES/72/245) 



 

 

A following and very recent resolution by which the United Nations General Assembly invited the 

Independent Expert to issue and submit a final report on the aforementioned Study during its 74th 

session in September 2019, which is to take place accordingly.  

 

 

Previous Attempts to solve this issue 

UNICEF #ENDviolence campaign  

 This is a social media targeted campaign by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

with a mission statement which reads as follows: “Children should feel safe at home, in school and 

in their communities. But it is in these places that most violence against children happens – often 

at the hands of the people they see every day. For many children, violence wears a familiar face. 

Violence may be closer to home than you think. Recognise it. Report it.” The campaign centres 

around using incentivised and increased disclosure to help tackle the issue at hand 

The 2030 Agenda for Children: End Violence Solutions Summit  

 The report on the summit identifies its purpose: “to highlight and share mutually supporting 

initiatives that advance the cause of children’s rights, and to prevent and bring to an end to all 

forms of violence against children, to spread solutions that end violence against children; to high-

light how the Partnership supports the 2030 Agenda and strengthens children’s rights, and to make 

the rights of the child known and safeguarded; and to reinforce a shared commitment for action to 

end all forms of violence against children.  

Possible Solutions 

INSPIRE: Seven strategies for ending violence against children 

 A statement from the World Health Organisation describes the initiative by saying, “Under 

the leadership of WHO, a group of 10 international agencies have developed and endorsed an evi-

dence-based technical package called INSPIRE: Seven strategies for ending violence against chil-

dren. “ and identifies the aforementioned strategies as:  

•  Implementation and enforcement of laws (for example, banning violent discipline 

and restricting access to alcohol and firearms); 

•  Norms and values change (for example, altering norms that condone the sexual 

abuse of girls or aggressive behaviour among boys); 



 

 

•  Safe environments (such as identifying neighbourhood “hot spots” for violence and 

then addressing the local causes through problem-oriented policing and other interven-

tions); 

•  Parental and caregiver support (for example, providing parent training to young, first 

time parents); 

•  Income and economic strengthening (such as micro-finance and gender equity 

training); 

•  Response services provision (for example, ensuring that children who are exposed 

to violence can access effective emergency care and receive appropriate psychosocial 

support); and 

•  Education and life skills (such as ensuring that children attend school, and providing 

life and social skills training). 

 
Incentivising Disclosure  

 A potential direction that would deal with strengthening the infrastructure of disclosure and 

reporting systems to provide more anonymity and higher security as well as more in depth risk 

analysis of the situation. This would increase the data available on the issue at hand and would 

therefore be proactive in solving it.  

Policies dealing with Societal norms  

 Dealing with the implementation of media-related policies that propagate a change in socie-

tal norms, such as increasing media coverage of high-intensity situations of child maltreatment, 

would further clarify the detestable nature of child abuse, and would draw the issue to the public’s 

eye. When the issue is brought to public attention, advocacy would be made easier and it could 

provide an easier route to disclosure and help to victims.  

Safe spaces in developing areas  

 Given that the presence of child maltreatment is correlated to level of development in the 

nation (refer to appendix VII and VIII), a clause supporting the establishment of safe spaces man-

aged by relevant UN bodies would be beneficial to a resolution dealing with the issue at hand. 

Increased quality of educational programmes  

 Strengthening already existing educational programmes 

 Increasing the quality of support they provide to their students through subsidising them  

  would be proactive in ensuring that if a child is maltreated in a familiar environment 



 

 

for    example, they would be provided institutional support in the educational en-

vironment 

 Creating new programmes 

 The establishment of new educational programmes that would ensure measures such as 

  but not limited to: education of soon-to-be parents on how to respect their child’s 

rights,    education of children and adolescents on their rights and how to exercise 

them, etc.   

Enforcement of national and international law  

 Classically, dealing with strengthening the enforcement of already existing legislation, such 

as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, would be very proactive given the negligence of 

member nations of documents such as the Declaration, through ill practices such as child maltreat-

ment.  

 

 

Bibliography 

• "Child Protection and Care Related Definitions” Save The Children, https://resourcecen-

tre.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/documents/5608.pdf 

• “Violence against Children in East Asia and the Pacific A Regional Review and Synthesis of 

Findings.” UNICEF, https://www.unicef.org/eapro/Violence_against_Chil-

dren_East_Asia_and_Pacific.pdf 

• “Definitions of Key Terms Used in Regard to Child Sexual Abuse.” Secret Survivors , 

http://www.pingchong.org/assets/files/1/files/glossary.pdf 

• “Press Centre.” UNICEF, www.unicef.org/media/press-centre 

• Follow-up to the Special Session of the General Assembly on Children.” Human Rights Docu-

ments, United Nations General Assembly, ap.ohchr.org/documents/alldocs.aspx?doc_id=15364. 

• “Ending Violence Against Children: Six Strategies for Action”, UNICEF, 

https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/Ending_Violence_Against_Children_Six_strate-

gies_for_action_EN_9_Oct_2014.pdf 

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/documents/5608.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/documents/5608.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/eapro/Violence_against_Children_East_Asia_and_Pacific.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/eapro/Violence_against_Children_East_Asia_and_Pacific.pdf
http://www.pingchong.org/assets/files/1/files/glossary.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/media/press-centre
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/alldocs.aspx?doc_id=15364
https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/Ending_Violence_Against_Children_Six_strategies_for_action_EN_9_Oct_2014.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/Ending_Violence_Against_Children_Six_strategies_for_action_EN_9_Oct_2014.pdf


 

 

• "Preventing and responding to violence against children: UNICEF’s approach”, UNICEF, 

https://www.unicef.org/protection/files/UNICEF_VAC_ToC_2_pager_WEB_051217.pdf 

• “#ENDviolence.” UNICEF, www.unicef.org/end-violence. 

• “INSPIRE: Seven Strategies for Ending Violence Against Children.” World Health Organization, 

World Health Organization, 14 Sept. 2018, www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/in-

spire/en/. 

• “Ending Violence Against Children: Six Strategies for Action.” UNICEF, 22 Aug. 2014, 

www.unicef.org/publications/index_74866.html. 

• OHCHR | United Nations Study on Violence against Children, www.ohchr.org/en/hrbod-

ies/crc/study/pages/studyviolencechildren.aspx. 

• “Violence against Children.” World Health Organization, World Health Organization, 6 Feb. 2018, 

www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/violence-against-children/en/. 

• “INSPIRE - Seven Strategies for Ending Violence Against Children”, WHO, http://www.who.int/vi-

olence_injury_prevention/violence/inspire/INSPIRE_ExecutiveSummary_EN.pdf 

• “The 2030 Agenda for Children: End Violence Solutions Summit” Sustainable Development UN, 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17221End_Violence_Solutions_Sum-

mit_Programme.pdf 

• “Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” United Nations, United Nations, www.un.org/en/univer-

sal-declaration-human-rights/. 

• “Protecting Children's Rights.” UNICEF, 19 May 2014, www.unicef.org/crc/index_protecting.html. 

• Batty, David. “Timeline: a History of Child Protection.” The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 

18 May 2005, www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2. 

• "Timeline of Major Child Welfare Legislation”, CWLA, https://www.cwla.org/wp-content/up-

loads/2014/05/TimelineOfMajorChildWelfareLegislation.pdf 

• “History - United Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Chil-

dren and Armed Conflict | To Promote and Protect the Rights of All Children Affected by Armed 

Conflict.” United Nations, United Nations, childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/about-us/mandate/his-

tory/. 

• OHCHR | Timeline of the United Nations Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, 

www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Timeline.aspx. 

https://www.unicef.org/protection/files/UNICEF_VAC_ToC_2_pager_WEB_051217.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/end-violence
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/inspire/en/
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/inspire/en/
http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_74866.html
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/crc/study/pages/studyviolencechildren.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/crc/study/pages/studyviolencechildren.aspx
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/violence-against-children/en/
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/inspire/INSPIRE_ExecutiveSummary_EN.pdf
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/inspire/INSPIRE_ExecutiveSummary_EN.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17221End_Violence_Solutions_Summit_Programme.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17221End_Violence_Solutions_Summit_Programme.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.unicef.org/crc/index_protecting.html
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2
https://www.cwla.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/TimelineOfMajorChildWelfareLegislation.pdf
https://www.cwla.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/TimelineOfMajorChildWelfareLegislation.pdf
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/about-us/mandate/history/
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/about-us/mandate/history/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Timeline.aspx


 

 

• OHCHR | Violence against Children, www.ohchr.org/en/newsevents/pages/vio-

lenceagainstchildren.aspx. 

• Resolution A/62/425: ”Promotion and protection of the rights of children Report of the Third Com-

mittee” UNGA Ms. Tebatso Future Baleseng (Botswana), 3 December 2007, 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Press/A.62.435.pdf 

• "UN SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON VIOLENCE AGAINST 

CHILDREN”, Violence Against Children, UN, https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/un_docu-

ments 

• “Global Status Report on Violence Prevention 2014.” World Health Organization, World Health 

Organization, 17 Oct. 2018, www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/status_re-

port/2014/en/. 

• “Preventing Violence against Children Promotes Better Health.” World Health Organization, 

World Health Organization, www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/preventing-violence-

against-children-promotes-better-health. 

• “Violence Prevention.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, 20 Feb. 2018, www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/overview/timeline.html. 

• Human Rights Documents, ap.ohchr.org/documents/alldocs.aspx?doc_id=15364. 

• “The Girl Child - Report of the Secretary-General (A/62/297) - World.” ReliefWeb, www.re-

liefweb.int/report/world/girl-child-report-secretary-general-a62297. 

• Resolution A/62/228 "Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children 

and Armed Conflict”, the UN General Assembly, 13 August 2007, https://www.securitycouncilre-

port.org/atf/cf/%7b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-

CF6E4FF96FF9%7d/CAC%20A%2062%20228.pdf 

• OHCHR | The United Nations Global Study, www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChil-

drenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Index.aspx. 

• “United Nations Official Document.” United Nations, United Nations, 

www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A%2FRES%2F72%2F245. 

• “Violence against & Rights for Children.” Our World in Data, ourworldindata.org/violence-against-

rights-for-children. 

 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/newsevents/pages/violenceagainstchildren.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/newsevents/pages/violenceagainstchildren.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Press/A.62.435.pdf
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/un_documents
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/un_documents
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/status_report/2014/en/
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/status_report/2014/en/
http://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/preventing-violence-against-children-promotes-better-health
http://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/preventing-violence-against-children-promotes-better-health
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/overview/timeline.html
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/alldocs.aspx?doc_id=15364
http://www.reliefweb.int/report/world/girl-child-report-secretary-general-a62297
http://www.reliefweb.int/report/world/girl-child-report-secretary-general-a62297
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%25257b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%25257d/CAC%252520A%25252062%252520228.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%25257b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%25257d/CAC%252520A%25252062%252520228.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%25257b65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%25257d/CAC%252520A%25252062%252520228.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Index.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/StudyChildrenDeprivedLiberty/Pages/Index.aspx
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A%25252FRES%25252F72%25252F245
http://ourworldindata.org/violence-against-rights-for-children
http://ourworldindata.org/violence-against-rights-for-children


 

 

Appendix or Appendices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILD ABUSE STATISTICS 

I 

II 



 

 

 

III 

IV 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain scan from a non-neglected child with an average head size (left) in comparison to a scan from a child 
suffering from severe sensory-deprivation neglect (right) – Perry (2002) 
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