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Introduction 

The situation of Panama in 1989 refers to the United 

States of America sending troops to invade Panama in order 

to abolish the dictatorship of Manuel Noriega. Manuel Noriega 

has been Panama's dictator since 1983. Manuel Noriega was 

born and grown in poverty. Later on he was a part of the 

military. Noriega was in control of the Defence Forces until he 

was accused of drug trafficking, suppressing democracy in 

Panama and putting American nationals in danger. The United 

States argue that the invasion of Panama was due to the fact 

that Panama had violated the treaties that regulated the Panama Canal. These factors put together 

resulted in Operation Just Cause. Operation Just cause had an initial military strength of 12,000 troops.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Term 1: Invasion 

The Oxford English Dictionary defines Invasion as an unwelcome intrusion into another's domain. 

In this case it refers to the unwelcome entrance and attack in Panama by American troops.  

Term 2: Dictatorship 

According to Merriam-Webster, dictatorship is a form of government in which absolute power is 

concentrated in a dictator or a small clique. In this case it refers to the power that Manuel Noriega has 

in the Panamanian country. 

 

Term 3: Troops 

Manuel Noriega
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Troops refers to armed active military personnel whose job is to serve their respective nation in order 

to protect it, these personnel are usually employed as government personnel. In this situation troops 

refers to the troops that invaded Panama from the United States to defeat the Panamanian Defence 

Forces.   

Term 4: Marxism 

According to Merriam-Webster, Marxism is the political, economic, and social principles and policies 

advocated by Karl Marx especially a theory and practice of socialism including the labour theory of 

value, dialectical materialism, the class struggle, and dictatorship of the proletariat until the 

establishment of a classless society. In this case it refers to ideologies which the US government has 

tried to hinder the spreading of in Central America.  

Term 5: Operation Just cause 

Operation Just Cause refers to the ongoing invasion of Panama by the troops of the US government 

enacted under the orders of President George H. Bush.  

Term 6: Monroe Doctrine 

According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Monroe Doctrine is a piece of US foreign policy which was 

enunciated by President James Monroe. He declared that the Old World and New World had different 

systems and must remain distinct spheres, Monroe made four basic points: 

1. The United States would not interfere in the internal affairs of or the wars between European 

powers;  

2. The United States recognized and would not interfere with existing colonies and 

dependencies in the Western Hemisphere;  

3. The Western Hemisphere was closed to future colonisation;  

4. Any attempt by a European power to oppress or control any nation in the Western 

Hemisphere would be viewed as a hostile act against the United States. 

Term 7: Vessel 

A vessel is defined as a ship or a large boat. This refers to the ships/large boats which use the Panama 

Canal, for example, the SS Ancon the first official ship that travelled through the Panama Canal.  

 

 

Term 8: Drug Trafficking  
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According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC], drug trafficking is defined as a 

global illicit trade that involves the manufacturing and the distributing as wells as the sale of 

substances which are considered as “drugs” and prohibited by law.  

Background Information 

Panama Canal 

 The Panama Canal is a man made 82-

kilometre long waterway situated in Panama which 

allowed the passing of vessels from the Atlantic 

Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. The canal passes 

through an isthmus in Panama. This canal saves 

vessels a voyage of 15,000 kilometres as vessels 

no longer had to travel around Cape Horn in South 

America. 

On May 4th, 1904 the Panamanian 

government gave the authority to the United 

States to construct and control the Panama canal 

as well as 8 kilometres of land on both sides of the 

canal for annual payments. The President of the United States at the time, Theodore Roosevelt, regarded 

the building of the waterway as a method to consolidate commercial power as well as to secure the 

American military.  

 

American relations with Noriega 

 In 1970,  there was a rising figure within the Panamanian military. Due to Manuel Noriega’s work 

in the military he was recruited by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to aid in stopping the spread of 

communism/Marxist ideology in Central America. In 1977, Noriega was then taken out of the CIA payroll 

as he was believed to be involved in the drug trafficking business.  

Manuel Noriega was once again working with the CIA in 1979 after the Marxist Sandinista National 

Liberation Front took power in Nicaragua.  

Followed by Noriega’s constant work with the CIA he was finally renounced in 1988 due to his 

rigging of Panama’s election which put the puppet president, Nicolás Ardito Barletta as well as his history 

in money laundering and drug trafficking.   

 

Panama under Noriega’s dictatorial rule 

Opening of the Panama Canal. 
http://www.canalmuseum.com/photos/panamacan
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 After Noriega was renounced by the CIA his forces, the Panamanian Defence Forces grew. 

Noriega then annulled a presidential election which was looking to favour Guillermo Endara. Noriega used 

the Panamanian Defence Forces as a way to consolidate his power and rule within Panama. This lead to 

a Noriega's rule since 1983. 

Operation Just Cause 

 After Noriega annulled the presidential election in 1989 the tensions between the United States 

and Panama have only increased due to Noriega’s suppression of democracy. As the tensions grew 

President George H. Bush arranged for more American troops to go to the Panama Canal Zone. Finally, 

the event that caused President George H. Bush to carry out operation: just cause was the murder of an 

American marine by a roadblock placed by the Panamanian Defence Forces. Operation: Just Cause has 

been the first use of active troop deployment since the Vietnam war ended in 1975.  

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Country 1: the United States of America  

 The United States is the country that is conducting the invasion of Panama due to reasons such 

as Noriega’s involvement in drug trafficking, Noriega’s involvement in money laundering, Noriega’s 

involvement in the suppression of Panama’s democracy, Panama’s violation of treaties regarding the 

Panama Canal and finally the murder of an American marine. 

Country 2: Panama  

 The invasion of Panama was due to the 

actions conducted by Manuel Noriega. This has 

not been caused by a democratically elected 

government but rather a single individual who 

has assumed power with the help of a militia 

force, the Panamanian Defence Forces. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

Map of Panama 
https://www.familytree.com/blog/the-panama-canal-zone/ 
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May 4th, 1904 

The Panamanian government allows the building of the Panama Canal to the 

government of the United States for annual payments. The canal is to increase a 

political and military strength on the world stage.  

August 15th, 1914 The Panama Canal is opened for the passage of vessels. 

September 7th, 1977 

The signing of the Panama Canal Treaty and Neutrality Treaty by US President 

Jimmy Carter and Panamanian Chief of Government (dictator) Omar Torrijos. The 

treaties outlined the withdrawal of power over the Canal by the United States and 

transfer of control to the Panama Canal authority by the date of December 31st 

1999.   

1970 (the exact date 

is unknown)  

Manuel Noriega joins the CIA as an asset to stop the spread of communism in 

Central America. Manuel Noriega is added onto the CIA payroll.   

1977 (the exact date 

is unknown) 

Manuel Noriega is removed as a CIA asset due to his involvement in drug 

trafficking in Central and Northern America. 

1979 (the exact date 

is unknown) 

Manuel Noriega is once again enlisted to help combat the power of the Sandinista 

National Liberation Front. 

May 6th, 1984 

Manuel Noriega rigs the Panamanian general election and places Nicolás Ardito 

Barletta as a puppet president and effectively becomes dictator with the help of 

the Panamanian Defence Forces. 

February 6th, 1988 
Manuel Noriega is renounced by the CIA and is indicted by grand juries in Tampa 

and Miami for drug trafficking and money laundering.  

May 7th, 1989 
Panama general elections are annulled due to interference by Manuel Noriega 

and democracy is suppressed in Panama. 

December 16th, 1989 
An American marine who is off duty is shot to death at a roadblock which is put 

up and controlled by the Panamanian Defence Forces  

December 17th, 1989 

Operation Just Cause is authorized by President George H. Bush which entails  

12,000 American army personnel invading Panama to try and defeat the 

Panamanian Defence Forces. 

December 20th, 1989 
9,000 more American troops join the already present 12,000 American troops in 

the fight against the Panamanian Defence Forces.  

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

The following Resolution is the one that has passed in the United Nations General Assembly: 

● Effects of the military intervention by the United States of America in Panama on the situation in 

Central America, 29 December 1989 (A/RES/44/240) 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/44/240
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Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The United Nations  

The United Nations attempted to solve the issue of the invasion of Panama in the ways such as 

but not limited to;  

- Deplores the intervention of the troops of the United States of America in Panama.  

- Demands the immediate withdrawal of all US armed personnel from Panamanian 

land. 

- Calls upon all sovereign states to respect the sovereignty of each respective state. 

- Assigns the Secretary General of the United Nations to oversee and report on the 

situation in Panama.  

 

The European Parliament 

The European Parliament has formally protested the invasion by the United States as a violation 

of Panama’s sovereignty as well as a violation of international law. This flagrant disregard of international 

law is what prompted such a reaction from the international community.  

 

The Organisation of American States (OAS) 

The Organisation of American States is a partnership between multiple governments to increase 

support and cooperation between the members from the American Continents. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Solution 1: Place Sanctions on a country which executes military action without declaring war 

The imposition of economic sanctions on countries which execute military action within the borders of 

another state without a declaration of war.   

Solution 2: Demand the US and a new Panamanian Government to discuss the Panama Canal and 

the surrounding land 

Due to the United States breaking the Panama Canal Treaty by invading Panama, both parties should 

redraft the Panama Canal Treaty. This acts as a method to discourage further disregard of 

international law. 

Solution 3: Encourage another general election in Panama 
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The United States still have a military presence in Panama when Guillermo Endara was given 

presidential power within the country. Thus it is encouraged in having another general election after 

the American military presence has left which can result in a more democratic election. 

Solution 4: Encouraging tariffs on goods from the United States of America   

Tariffs are a tax on imports or exports. Therefore, if countries are to tax imports from the United States, 

it would result in the decrease of demand from the United States thus pressuring them into pulling out 

of Panama. These tariffs could pose welfare loss in the country that imposes a tariff but after the 

compliance of the United States. These tariffs can be lifted/decreased.   

Solution 5: Transparency from civilian intelligence service agencies  

Civilian intelligence service agencies which are a branch of a federal government must be transparent 

if operating outside their jurisdiction and within other sovereign nations. If a country’s civilian 

intelligence services agency is in flagrant disregard of international law the country must be penalised 

appropriately. This transparency also comes with the inability for the United Nations to know if there 

was complete transparency or not. 

Solution 6: Curb Corruption 

There are proofs of corruption within the Panamanian government. This corruption can be curbed in 

the following ways: 

1. Reform public administration of the government with strict oversight 

2. Increase transparency of government budgets to decrease waste and misuse of limited 

resources 

3. Set up a task force directed at finding and processing money launderers within the country 

4. Allow, during elections, anonymous feedback of the government by citizens 

5. Pay more attention to media for information on corruption 

6. Use various forms of entertainment to raise awareness of the harmful effects of partaking 

in corrupt practices in a country 

7. Finally educate children on the negative effects of corruption in ways such as but not limited 

to; 

a. Education 

b. Comics 

c. Sports endorsements  

 

Solution 7: Use of the United Nations peacekeeping forces 
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The Panamanian region is currently unstable. This instability will requires the settlement of a United 

Nations peace-keeping mission for the amount of time in which Panama does not have a head of 

state.  

Solution 8: Military forces 

A dictatorship can arise when a state’s military is separated from a state’s government due to the fact 

that the military can overthrow the ruling government. Thus a possible solution is to encourage the 

Panamanian state to create legislation which places the state’s military under the government. This 

will help decrease the ability for any military general to assume reign over the country.  

Solution 9: Political oppositions 

The Panamanian state should be encouraged to give political parties an equal ability in elections in 

order to avoid a sole political party to assume dictatorial-type power within the state. 

Solution 10: Changing the Constitution 

It should be forbidden for a ruling political party to change the Constitution of the state in order to get 

longer terms, more power, and less accountability. 

 Solution 11: Encourage the distribution of information  

Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and media outlets should be encouraged to distribute 

information to the citizens in order for them to be informed on the national political and economic 

scenes. 
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