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Introduction 

There is no doubt that the Sudanese Region has had a turbulent past. Ever since the United 

Kingdom and Egypt agreed upon the independence of the Sudanese Region, 2 civil wars have engulfed 

the region. South Sudan, currently the world’s newest country, gained independence from Sudan in July, 

2011, and it has been plagued with ethnic violence, territorial disputes with Sudan, and another civil war 

in the few years that it existed. The ongoing civil war in South Sudan, fueled by the conflict between the 

country’s president Salva Kiir Mayardit and former vice-president Riek Machar has not only resulted in 

political division, but it has also prompted an all-out ethnic war between the Nuers and the Dinkas, two 

major South Sudanese ethnic groups. As a result, several human rights violations have affected the 

residents of the young nation.  

According to Human Rights Watch, government and opposition forces in South Sudan have 

murdered, tortured, and raped civilians, and they have also destroyed and plundered civilian property. 

Furthermore, this conflict in South Sudan has triggered an exodus of more than 2.5 million people, and 

1.8 million people have been internally displaced. The conflict also led to a famine in 2017, and the 

number of South Sudanese people encountering starvation rose to 6 million. In fact, U.N. officials 

estimated that 50,000 people had been killed due to the conflict in South Sudan in March of 2016. 

However, a recent study in September 2018 performed by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine, estimates that more than 380,000 people have died since 2013. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Dinka 

The Dinka are the largest ethnic group in South Sudan, comprising 36% of the nation’s 

population. President Kiir belongs to this ethnic group. The South Sudanese Civil War is a result 



The Hague International Model United Nations 2019| 28th January 2019 – 2nd February 2019 

 

Page 2 of 17 | Research Report 

of the dispute between President Kiir and former Vice-President Machar, leading to an ethnic war 

between the Dinka and the Nuer, the ethnic group of which Machar is a part. 

Nuer 

The Nuer are the second largest ethnic group in South Sudan, comprising 16% of the nation’s 

population. Former Vice-President Machar belongs to this ethnic group. After gaining 

independence, South Sudan’s army, the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), attempted to 

seize the Nuer’s cattle and destroy their economy when the Nuer refused to hand in their 

weapons as they did not trust that the SPLA could protect them.  

Military Junta 

A military junta, or a military dictatorship, is a form of government in which a military force has 

complete control after taking power by force.  

 

Background Information 

History of the Sudanese Region  

 British and Egyptian rule: 1898-1955 

From 1898 to the 1955, the United Kingdom and Egypt controlled the Sudanese Region as the 

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. From the beginning, North and South Sudan were divided in a number of 

issues. These two parts of Sudan were administered separately: the North and South were 

governed as distinct provinces, and travel and business restrictions were imposed in the 1920s.  

In the South, Christian missionaries greatly influenced the region, especially because Islam was 

discouraged by the British. However, as far as politics is concerned, the British had almost no 

authority in the South. Instead, the British concentrated most of their efforts developing the 

economy of the North. 

In 1943, the British created a North Sudan Advisory Council to help North Sudan achieve self-

government. The British then combined North and South Sudan under one government, angering 

many people of South Sudan as they were mostly excluded from the new common government. 

There were language barriers–the government’s official language was Arabic, while the South 

were more comfortable in English–and the South only received 4 out of 800 governmental 

positions abandoned by the British in 1953. Political parties of the South were also under-

represented; thus, many people of South Sudan did not support the new government. 
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On the 19th of December, 1955, the parliament of Sudan unanimously declared Sudan's 

independence, and on the 1st of January, 1956, Britain and Egypt recognized the independence 

of Sudan. Unfortunately, tensions between North and South Sudan–primarily because of the 

disparity in power between the two regions of Sudan in the new government–led to the outbreak 

of the First Sudanese Civil War.  

First Civil War: 1955-1972 

The First Civil War began right before Sudan gained independence. On August 18, 1955, a 

southern military group called the Equatoria Corps mutinied in Torit, a town in South Sudan. The 

military group then went into hiding, and the military group developed into a rebel army called the 

Anya Nya.  

By 1969, the rebels had received weapons and training from Israel, bought many arms from 

rebels in Congo and other international arms dealers, and also seized government weapons and 

supplies. The group had between 5,000 and 10,000 personnel and the units were very small and 

dispersed; whereas Anya Nya controlled most of the southern countryside, the northern forces 

controlled the South’s significant towns.  

The Northern forces failed to exploit the South’s weaknesses because they were very divided 

and unstable; the first government under Prime Minister Ismail al-Azhari was replaced by a 

alliance of conservative forces. This group was then replaced by a military government 

Lieutenant General Ibrahim Abboud after a coup d’état in 1958. Then, in October of 1964, the 

military government was replaced by an interim government. In 1969, another military coup took 

place, and Colonel Gaafar Nimeiry became the new Prime Minister. However, Nimeiry’s tenure of 

prime minister was not peaceful: tensions between communist and anti-communist factions 

caused another coup in 1971 and a brief control by the Sudanese Communist Party. Nimeiry, 

however, was put back in control of Sudan with the help of anti-communist groups. He then 

remained president until 1985. 

Until the 1970s, the South did not have a unified front that could represent all of the different 

tribes and rebel units. It was first led by Aggrey Jaden until 1969, who left after some political 

disputes. Jaden was then succeeded by Gordon Muortat Mayen, who was unanimously elected 

as the leader. Although he restarted warfare against the North, many southerners did not accept 

his leadership given that he was a member of the Dinka ethnic group. Thus, in 1971, Lieutenant 

Joseph Lagu led a coup d’état against Mayen and succeeded in gaining control with the help of 

Israel. Lagu was very successful in uniting the Southern forces: he brought all of the guerilla 

groups under his Southern Sudan Liberation Movement (SSLM). The creation of this unified 



The Hague International Model United Nations 2019| 28th January 2019 – 2nd February 2019 

 

Page 4 of 17 | Research Report 

structure was a major milestone for the rebels: this was the first administration that represented 

the entire South. 

Nimeiry continued to fight against the Southern rebellion, but in 1971, the North initiated contact 

with the South, and after a lot of consultation and negotiation, a conference between the SSLM 

and the Northern government took place in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia in 1972. Initially, both sides 

did not see eye to eye, but eventually, with the help of Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie, they 

came to an agreement. This agreement was the Addis Ababa Accords. 

The accords granted self-government to three provinces of Equatoria in the South; the region 

would be under a president appointed by the Southern Regional Assembly, and the cabinet 

would be in control of all areas of the government except for defense, foreign affairs, finance, 

interregional concerns, and social planning. The Southern army would comprise 12,000 men 

under an equal number of officers from the North and South. The agreement also recognized the 

official language of Sudan as Arabic and that of South Sudan as English. Many SSLM 

representatives did not support the agreement; however Lagu accepted the terms of the 

agreement, and the two parties signed the agreement on March 27, 1972, ending the war. The 

war resulted in more than 500,000 casualties. 

Second Civil War: 1983-2005 

The Second Sudanese Civil War erupted because the North violated the Addis Ababa 

Agreement. At first, President Nimeiry tried seizing control of oil fields in the north-south border 

after oil was discovered in various places throughout Sudan in the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

Furthermore, many Islamists in the North were unhappy with the autonomy given to the non-

Islamic South, and the growth of these fundamentalists prompted Nimeiry to declare Sudan an 

Islamic State and impose Sharia Law, effectively ending the self-government of South Sudan. In 

response, the rebel group Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) was formed in order to re-

establish South Sudan’s autonomy.  

In April 1985, General Abdel Rahman Swar al-Dahab led a coup against Nimeiry’s government 

and overthrew him. The new government did not revoke the Islamic Sharia law, and it formed a 

temporary 15-member military council chaired by al-Dahab, which was then turned into a civilian 

government under Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi. The civilian government was led by a coalition 

of the Umma Party, the Democratic Unionist Party, the National Islamic Front (NIF), and many 

southern region parties. In 1986, Prime Minister al-Mahdi commenced peace negotiations with 

Garang of the SPLA. Many Sudanese political parties and the SPLA agreed to abolish the Sharia 

law, and the DUP also agreed on a cease-fire among many other things. However, the Prime 

Minister did not approve of the peace deal between the DUP and the SPLA, prompting the DUP 
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to leave the government. Nonetheless, after an ultimatum by the army to the Prime Minister, he 

accepted the peace plan and a constitutional conference was scheduled for 1989.  

This move was not supported by the NIF, and Colonel Omar Hassan al-Bashir overthrew al-

Mahdi and formed a military junta called the Revolutionary Command Council for National 

Salvation (RCC). Al-Bashir became the president, prime minister, and chief of armed forces, and 

he is currently the President of Sudan. He forbade non-religious institutions including political 

parties and led a purge of 78,000 members of the army, police, and civil administration. He also 

introduced a new penal code in 1991, which imposed Sharia law in North as well as the South by 

removing all non-Muslim judges in the South. 

The SPLA was originally in control of many provinces of the South; however, the previous cease-

fire broke down in 1989, and the Northern government captured the headquarters of the SPLA in 

July 1992. Government forces raided a number of villages in the South, and the NIF implemented 

a divide and rule strategy. Moreover, various disagreements among the SPLA rebels led to and 

attempt to overthrow Garang, and various rebel factions were formed.  

Under the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (further elaborated under the ‘Major 

Countries and Organizations Involved’ section), leaders of Eritrea, Ethiopia, Uganda, and Kenya 

attempted to establish peace in the Sudanese region, but there were no substantial results. Later, 

opposing parties in the North including the DUP and Umma Party allied with the South under the 

National Democratic Alliance against the NIF-led Sudanese government, further extending the 

war.  

The war ended with the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (appendix 1), which is 

further elaborated below. The war resulted in more than 2 million deaths, and the United States 

accused Sudan of genocide. 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement and Aftermath: 2005-2009 

After various negotiations and conferences in 2003 and 2004, the Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement was ironed out and signed on 9 January 2005 in Nairobi. The agreement granted the 

South autonomy for 6 years after which they will have a independence referendum in 2001. It 

also divided oil revenues equally between the two parties during the 6 year period, and jobs were 

also divided. Sharia law was only imposed in the North, while the South had the option to choose 

if they wanted to impose it or not. In South Sudan, an autonomous government is established in 

2005.  

Following the landmark agreement, tensions between the North and the South still existed. In 

2006, a fight broke out between northern and former rebel forces in Malakal, a town in the South. 
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Later, in March 2008, a northern Arab militia and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 

(further elaborated under the ‘Major Countries and Organizations Involved’ section) clashed in 

the Abyei region given how rich in oil the region is. Territorial disputes between the North and 

South further increase tensions (this is further elaborated below). 

Later, on December 2009, northern and southern leaders agreed on the terms of the South 

Sudanese independence referendum in 2011. 

Independence of South Sudan and Aftermath: 2009-2011 

In the independence referendum in January 2011, the citizens of South Sudan overwhelming 

voted in favour of independence from Sudan, and on the 9th of July, 2011, South Sudan officially 

gained independence from Sudan. 

At this time, tensions between Sudanese military groups and South Sudanese rebel groups were 

quite high. In February of 2011, security forces from Sudan and rebels from South Sudan clash in 

Jonglei, a state in South Sudan, leaving more than 100 dead. Even after independence, violence 

in Jonglei did not end. Ethnic clashes lead to more than 600 people dying by August 2011. By 

January 2012, about 100,000 people fled violence between rival ethnic groups. 

Even after independence, South Sudan did not gain the peace that it wanted. The divide and rule 

strategy of Sudan further divided the various ethnic groups, and ethnic clashes became 

commonplace in South Sudan. Various ethnic groups continued to fight against the SPLA to 

prevent the domination of the Dinka ethnic group, and this ethnic divide was the main reason for 

the devastating South Sudanese Civil War. 

Territorial Disputes between Sudan and South Sudan 

 Origin of Territorial Disputes 

It is true that the differences in culture, religion, and political views played a key role in causing 

the two civil wars between Sudan and South Sudan; however, to this day, Sudan and South 

Sudan are disputing over control of a very important resource: oil.   

In 1978, after the first civil war, multinational energy corporation Chevron discovered oil in two 

districts of South Sudan: Bentiu and Heglig. North Sudan, realizing the value of oil, wished to 

control all of the oil fields from the beginning. In order to achieve this, the government excluded 

the oil regions from the South and included them into the North. 

In 1983, when the second civil war began and Sharia law was imposed in the South, the SPLA 

under Garang rebelled and attacked Chevron oil establishments. Soon, northern and southern 
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forces fought over control of regions rich in oil during the war, especially over the Abyei Area. In 

the end, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2005 granted them an equal share of oil 

revenue; however, the agreement failed to end territorial disputes between the two parties 

because it did not determine what to do with nine disputed regions or whether to impose a 

transportation fees on South Sudan for oil. The agreement also decided to hold a referendum 

wherein residents of Abyei may decide to join North or South Sudan along with the independence 

referendum of South Sudan. 

 Permanent Court of Arbitration Ruling and Abyei Status Referendum 

In May 2008, more than 90 were killed and about 50,000 were 

driven away from their homes in clashes between northern and 

southern forces in the Abyei area, and in June, both parties 

agreed that it would be best if an international court decides on 

Abyei’s borders.  

Thus, the case was referred to the Permanent Court of Arbitration 

(PCA) in The Hague on July 7, and on July 22, 2009, the PCA 

decided to reduce the size of the Abyei area and give greater 

control of the areas comprised of oil fields to the Republic of 

Sudan. Leaders of both parties accepted the ruling as it benefited 

both of them at the time: the North received more oil fields, while 

the reduced area favored the South’s independence cause.  

After the PCA’s decision, the Abyei area’s major oil fields Heglig and Bamboo were placed in 

North Sudan along with Southern Kordofan, leaving a lot of fertile land in South Sudan. As a 

result, many nomads from Sudan objected the agreement as it robbed them of a large amount of 

grazing land. On the other hand, the South Sudanese were happy with the ruling. 

Soon after the agreement, however, leaders of North and South Sudan started arguing over 

control of the oilfields and details of the promised Abyei status referendum. Although the Abyei 

referendum law was passed on December 29 along with the South Sudanese independence 

referendum law, the sides could not agree on who would be able to vote and what commission 

would organize the vote. To this day, the Abyei referendum has not taken place because of these 

disagreements despite it being scheduled on January 9, 2011, with the South Sudanese 

independence referendum. For now, the people living in the Abyei Area are considered citizens 

of the states of South Kordofan in Sudan and Northern Bahr el Ghazal in South Sudan. 

Growing Tensions over Abyei Area 
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According to the United Nations, North and South Sudan deployed forces with heavy weapons in 

Abyei on March 30, 2011. On April 27, Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir refused to recognize 

South Sudan as an independent country unless it takes back its claim to Abyei, which it included 

in its constitution.  

While the South Sudanese army accused the North of attacking four villages in Abyei, Sudan 

accused the South of ambushing northern soldiers. Tensions between the two regions escalated, 

and Sudan broke previous agreements by sending tanks to Abyei’s main settlement, Abyei town, 

prompting thousands of residents to flee.  

By May 28th, Sudanese troops had full control of the Abyei Area, and three days later, leaders 

from the North and South agreed to set up a demilitarized Common Border Zone that would be 

monitored by both parties.  

2012: Transit Fee Dispute and Heglig Crisis 

Oil constitutes a major part of North and South Sudanese economies. By 2009, various nations 

invested a large amount of money in Sudan for its oil, especially China. By 2012, Sudan was 

exporting 67% of its oil to China, and Sudan’s dependence on oil revenue prompted the nation to  

raise transit charges to $38 per barrel; as a result, South Sudan responded by stopping oil 

production on January 22, 2012.  

Tensions between the two parties erupted in April in the form of the Heglig Crisis. After weeks of 

clashes in the border, South Sudan troops captured the oil field and the town of Heglig in early 

April. The Sudanese troops then launched a counter-offensive in mid-April and regained control 

of Heglig by the end of April. 

After several negotiations, President of Sudan Omar al-Bashir and President of South Sudan 

Salva Kiir signed eight agreements in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, which not only to the 

recommencement of oil exports, but it also paved the path to establish the Safe Demilitarized 

Border Zone.  

Brief Summary of the South Sudanese Civil War 

When South Sudan gained its independence, it was very badly affected by ethnic conflict. its 

president and vice-president, Salva Kiir and Riek Machar respectively, represented the two largest ethnic 

groups of South Sudan, the Dinkas and the Nuers. Since South Sudan is home to several ethnic groups, 

it was imperative that the leaders of the country represent as many ethnic groups as possible to show 

cooperation. Unfortunately, it was the same ethnic differences that sparked the violent war we know 

today. 
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In July 2013, President Kiir dismissed his cabinet and sacked Vice-President Riek Machar in a 

power struggle within the political party, and in December, Kiir accused Machar of plotting a coup against 

the government. Rebel factions immediately took control of various towns, and thousands were killed 

and many more fled. In January 2014, a ceasefire was signed between the two parties, but it was broken 

many times in the following weeks. Later In August, peace talks began in Addis Ababa, and a peace deal 

called the Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (ARCSS) 

(appendix 2) was struck in 2015.  

In April 2016, Machar finally returned to the South Sudanese capital Juba and was sworn in as 

Vice-President again in a power-sharing agreement; however, tensions remained high, and he was later 

fired in July. The peace deal was declared dead, and the fighting between pro-Machar and pro-Kiir 

forces resumed.  

Finally, in May 2017, President Kiir called for a unilateral ceasefire, and in August 2018, 

President Kiir signed another power-sharing agreement under the supervision of IGAD with Machar in an 

attempt to end the 5 year civil war.  

Consequences of South Sudanese Civil War 

Human Rights Violations 

As seen in its World Report in 2017, the Human Rights Watch has listed several human rights 

violations that took place in the civil war until the end 2016. This list includes “attacks on civilians 

and civilian property”, “sexual and gender-based violence”, “recruitment and use of child 

soldiers”, and “restriction on freedom of expression”.  Government soldiers have murdered, 

sexually abused, and tortured several civilians. More than 2,500 child soldiers have been used by 

government forces in 2016, and numerous writers have been beaten, tortured, and murdered for 

speaking against the government. Adama Dieng, UN Special Advisor on the Prevention of 

Genocide, stated that the ongoing conflict in South Sudan had become an “ethnic war” and 

warned of a “potential for genocide.” 

Hunger and Sanitary Conditions 

Crop failures, shortages of fundamental food supplies, insufficient rain, and the general 

backwardness of the country have all contributed to very high levels of malnutrition and hunger in 

South Sudan. In February 2017, a famine was declared in two counties in Unity State of South 

Sudan due to the violence and economic breakdown as a result of the war, and 100,000 were at 

risk of starvation. At the time, above 45% of the South Sudanese people are confronted by 

severe food insecurity. Today, about 6.4 million people, which is above 50% of South Sudan’s 

population, desperately require food assistance to satisfy their basic needs.  
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Disease outbreaks are also very common in South Sudan; deadly disease such as Poliovirus, 

Haemorrhagic fever syndrome, Cholera, Wild poliovirus, and Meningococcal disease are few of 

the diseases that have affected the people of South Sudan. Moreover, basic hygiene and access 

to clean water is also limited, and further humanitarian aid needs to be implemented to improve 

the country’s sanitary and health conditions. 

Refugee Crisis 

Human Rights Watch reported that in 2016 alone, a total of 2.4 million people fled South Sudan, 

of which 65% are under 18 years of age, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR). Furthermore, more than 2 million have been internally displaced due to the 

destruction of their homes.According to UNHCR, more than 1 million refugees, of which 82% are 

women and children, are in Uganda, and more than 194,000 South Sudanese refugees have fled 

to Ethiopia since the end of 2013. In fact, it is estimated that a sufficient refugee response in 

Ethiopia would cost about $345 million alone. The majority of these refugees are women and 

children, many of whom are victims of sexual abuse and torture. Most of these refugees are 

malnourished and do not have the means to meet their basic needs. 

Economic consequences 

Oil revenue constitutes about 98% of South Sudan’s total income, and after disagreements with 

Sudan over sharing oil revenues with Sudan and the civil war, its oil production has drastically 

reduced, significantly impacting the economy. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) reported 

that the economy contracted by more than 15% in 2014 alone given that the civil war has lowered 

oil production to less than 160,000 oil barrels every day, which is ⅔ of the original oil production.  

In a report by the London-based consultancy group Frontier Economics called “South Sudan: The 

cost of war”, South Sudan would lose up to $28 billion, and the several deaths due to war, 

hunger, and disease would have a drastic impact on the GDP; the loss in labor and labor 

productivity could mean an additional loss of $6 billion in the country’s GDP. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

South Sudan or Republic of South Sudan  

 South Sudan is a country located right below Sudan, in East-Central Africa. As it gained its 

independence from Sudan in 2011, it is the youngest nation today. Christianity was introduced to ethnic 

groups such as the Dinka through British missionaries in the 19th century, making it it the principal 
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religion in South Sudan. This is unlike Sudan, which is predominantly Muslim. South Sudan has a 

population of about 20.58 million. 

Sudan or Republic of Sudan   

Sudan, officially called the Republic of Sudan, is a country located in Northeast Africa. Its capital 

is Khartoum, which has a population of close to 3 million. In 2011, Sudan officially split into two different 

nations after the South voted to leave the country. After the division, the remaining area of Sudan is 

simply known as Sudan or North Sudan. Sudan borders many countries, such as Egypt, Ethiopia, Chad, 

and South Sudan. It has a population of approximately 40.53 million, and 97% of the population is 

Muslim of which a vast majority is Sunni.  

United States  

The United States has been involved in the Sudanese Region for a long time. The US was a 

strong supporter of South Sudan’s sovereignty before its independence, and the country played a major 

role in creating the Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 2005 and helped lay the basis for the 

referendum in 2011 in which a majority of South Sudanese people voted for independence. The US 

supports the IGAD (explained below), which has contributed to the development of South Sudan and 

helped mediate the conflict between the two parties, and it has played and instrumental role in signing 

the Agreement to Resolve the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (ARCSS). In response to the 

South Sudanese Civil War, the United States donated more than $481 million in funding to alleviate the 

humanitarian effects of the war. 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) 

 IGAD is a trading bloc in Africa that consists of 8 member states: Djibouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea, 

Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda. With the help of the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), this trading bloc has organized several projects for development in South Sudan 

through its “IGAD Initiative” in crucial sectors such as agriculture and public health. IGAD has also 

played  a key role as a mediator between Sudan and South Sudan and in peace agreements between 

the two parties of the South Sudanese Civil War, especially the the 2015 Peace Agreement. The 

regional organization has also established a new structure called IGAD-Plus as a strong monitoring 

mechanism to assist the parties to reach a final peace deal. IGAD-Plus comprises several countries, 

including the United Nations, the United States, the United Kingdom, the European Union, China, the 6 

other IGAD Members, and the African Union Members. How, the plan failed as SPLM-IO leader Machar 

accused IGAD and the African Union of being partial towards the SPLM, the ruling party. Many criticize 

the agreement for being more hard on the SPLM-IO than the SPLM. 
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Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement - In 

Opposition (SPLM-IO) 

The SPLM was originally established as the political branch of the SPLA, but after South Sudan’s 

independence, it became the ruling political party of South Sudan. President Kiir is the current chairman 

of this party. Vice-President Machar was also a member of the party until he left to create his own branch 

of the SPLM in 2013, the SPLM-IO, which stands for Sudan People’s Liberation Movement - In 

Opposition. Machar, who left because of his dispute with Kiir over the SPLM leadership, is the main 

opposing force to Kiir. This political division has also led to an ethnic war, given that they are members of 

different ethnic groups. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of Event 

1898-1955 The Sudanese Region is under the joint rule of under joint British-Egyptian rule 

1 January 1956 Sudan (including South Sudan) gained independence 

1955 - 1972 First Civil War 

1983 - 2005 Second Civil War 

9 January 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement  

May 2008 More than 90 killed and about 50,000 driven away from their homes due to the 

clashes in the Abyei Region nearby oil-fields 

22 July 2009 After the Abyei case is referred to the the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) 

in The Hague on the 7th of July, the PCA decided to decrease the size of the 

Abyei region and give greater control of the areas comprised of oil field to the 

Republic of Sudan. 

9 January 2011 South Sudanese overwhelmingly vote to leave Sudan in their secession 

referendum 

21-22 May 2011 Sudan seizes control of Abyei region, breaking several earlier agreements. 

9 July 2011 South officially gained independence from Sudan 

26 March 2012 - 26 Heglig Crisis 
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September 2012 

27 September 2012 Safe Demilitarized Border Zone (SDBZ) signed 

15 December 2013 South Sudanese Civil War began 

January 2014 Ceasefire signed but broken many times in the following weeks 

August 2014 Peace talks began in the capital of Ethiopia Addis Ababa 

17 August 2015 Agreement on the Resolution on the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan 

(ARCSS)  

April 2016  Former Vice-President Riek Machar returned to Juba, South Sudan, and was 

sworn in as vice-president in a new unity government. However, he is later 

terminated in July. 

August 2017 More than one million refugees have fled the violence in South Sudan to 

Uganda, according to the UN. 

August 2018 President Kiir signed another power-sharing agreement under the supervision of 

IGAD with Machar in an attempt to end the 5 year civil war. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Security Council Resolution 1651, 21 December 2005 (S/RES/1651) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan, 31 July 2008 (S/RES/1828) 

● Security Council Resolution 1891, 13 October 2009 (S/RES/1891) 

● Security Council Resolution 1990, 27 June 2011 (S/RES/1990) 

● Security Council Resolution 2032, 22 December 2011 (S/RES/2032) 

● Security Council Resolution 2075, 16 November 2012 (S/RES/2075) 

● Security Council Resolution 2132, 24 December 2013 (S/RES/2132) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 13 February 2014 

(S/RES/2138) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 25 November 2014 

(S/RES/2187) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 12 August 2016 (S/RES/2304) 
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● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 16 December 2016 

(S/RES/2327) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 15 November 2017 

(S/RES/2386) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 14 December 2017 

(S/RES/2392) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 31 May 2018 (S/RES/2418) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 29 June 2018 (S/RES/2425) 

● Security Council Resolution 2428, 13 July 2018 (S/RES/2428) 

● Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan and South Sudan, 11 October 2018 

(S/RES/2438) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Attempts to stop or reduce the impact of the South Sudanese Civil War 

 Agreement to Resolve the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (ARCSS)  

ARCSS was concluded in 2015, and it aimed to achieve several objectives. Firstly, the peace 

deal states that a “transitional government of national unity” would be established, and various 

changes in the executive structure and powers in the existing government would be 

implemented. The agreement also proposes a permanent ceasefire, humanitarian assistance, 

reconstruction measures, and economic arrangements among many other things. The agreement 

was supposed to be monitored by the Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission, which is 

comprised of the two parties, IGAD members, and important stakeholders. The agreement, 

however, was heavily flawed, and it failed to end the war. It is yet to be seen whether the new 

power-sharing agreement in 2018 would be successful, and efforts should be made to not repeat 

the aftermath of the 2015 peace deal.   

Attempts by the United Nations 

The United Nations tried to fight the violence in South Sudan through the United Nations Mission 

in South Sudan (UNMISS), which is the most recent peacekeeping mission by the UN. According 

to the United Nations, UNMISS has more than 14,000 peacekeepers, police, security and civilian 

personnel from at least 60 different countries working to combat the violence against civilians in 

South Sudan. It is dedicated to providing sanctuary at Protection of Civilian sites across the 

country. Its mandate has been extended to 15 March 2019. However, according to an special 

investigation report by Major General Patrick Cammaert, UNMISS failed to protect South 
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Sudanese civilians. According to the UN’s public executive summary on the special investigation 

report, the Special Investigation found that “a lack of leadership on the part of key senior Mission 

personnel culminated in a chaotic and ineffective response to the violence”.  

More recently, the United Nations Security Council has renewed sanctions. The Security Council 

extended sanctions until 31 May 2019, which includes a travel restrictions and freezing of assets. 

Moreover, the Security Council also imposed an arms embargo, in order to prevent the free flow 

of weapons within the country in July 2018. 

Attempts to solve the ongoing territorial disputes between Sudan and South Sudan   

Safe Demilitarized Border Zone (SDBZ) 

As the name suggests, the SDBZ is a zone where Sudanese and South Sudanese military forces 

or rebel factions are forbidden to be present. The SDBZ, which was first signed on 27 September 

2012, is supposed to run 10 kilometers from either side of a centerline. The area is overseen by 

the UN peacekeeping force in Abyei (UNISFA), which organizes the Joint Border Verification 

Monitoring Mechanism (JBVMM). However, the implementation has been delayed due to several 

disagreements over security concerns.  

Other Agreements and Negotiations between Sudan and South Sudan 

Negotiations between Sudan and South Sudan over territorial disputes have resulted in various 

agreements including the the Addis Ababa Agreement, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, 

and disagreements between the two parties have also resulted in decisions by third parties, such 

as the Permanent Court of Arbitration. Unfortunately, none of the agreements have managed to 

solve the territorial disputes between the two countries. 

 

Possible Solutions 

Both the South Sudanese Civil War and Sudan-South Sudan territorial dispute have not been 

solved even after several negotiations and agreements. The UN, IGAD, and the parties themselves have 

failed to solve the issues that are plaguing Sudan and South Sudan. It is very important to realize that 

these issues are multi-faceted, and all of the previous agreements have not taken them all into account.  

It is imperative that the UN, IGAD, and the Sudanese and South Sudanese governments understand the 

various aspects of the issue that they need to address. Below are some ideas to encourage these 

parties to address all of the aspects. Solutions need to comprise ideas to solve the South Sudanese Civil 
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War, which should include measures to ensure the success of the present peace deal, and the ongoing 

territorial disputes between Sudan and South Sudan. 

● Ideas to solve the issue of the South Sudanese Civil War: 

o Requesting the African Union and other influential African nations to exert more influence 

on South Sudan to abide by the terms of the current peace deal 

o Increasing the unity and ensuring the impartiality of IGAD members 

o Increasing humanitarian aid and ensuring the safety of aid workers 

o Providing more economic aid to the South Sudanese government if cooperating 

o Calling upon the International Criminal Court to threaten the prosecution of South 

Sudanese party leaders if they are not cooperative 

o Understanding issues with previous peace deals, especially ARCSS and ensuring that the 

same mistakes are not made again 

o Understanding the dynamics of politics of South Sudan a 

o Understanding the culture of South Sudan and the causes of the ethnic divide  

● Ideas to solve the issue of the territorial dispute between Sudan and South 

o Again, requesting the African Union and other influential African nations to exert more 

influence on Sudan and South Sudan to finally come to terms on the SDBZ and the status 

of the citizens of the Abyei Area 

o Threaten to consult the legally binding International Court of Justice to decide on the 

territorial disputes  
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