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Introduction 

 The current Civil War in Syria is far more complicated than those who want to overthrow 

President Assad against those who are loyal to him. The war is rather a cumulation of various 

grievances within the population, such as government repression and religious disputes. Critics of the 

Civil War and the failure of the international communities’ ability to reach a solution have stated that 

major powers have exploited these regional tensions to pursue their own agenda at the cost of the death 

of hundreds of thousands of people. Conflicting interests and objectives in the conflict have torn apart 

one of the oldest civilizations in the world, and the threat of a full-on proxy war lingers as the death toll 

and brutality rise. No clear solution has gained any support amongst the international community, and if 

the current state of affairs continue, the Civil War will persist until the belligerents have fought each other 

until exhaustion.   

Definition of Key Terms 

Hafez al-Assad 

Hafez al-Assad was a Syrian politician and was an active member in the Ba’ath party. He started 

his career in the military, and rose through the ranks. As Minister of Defence, he came to power 

in 1970 through an internal coup, and would serve as President of Syria until 2000. 

Bashar al-Assad 

As second eldest son of Hafez, he was originally not the intended heir of his father’s position. 

After the unexpected death of his elder brother in 1994, Bashar ended his medical studies in 

England and returned to Syria to become Syria’s next leader. After his father’s death in 2000, he 

assumed his father’s position uncontested and quickly established as a new leader rather than a 

mere successor. As the current President of Syria, he has come under large amounts of scrutiny 

from the international community for his policies which have sparked the ongoing Civil War. 
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Ba’ath Party 

The Arab socialist Ba’ath party emerged in 1966 after a split between the Iraqi and Syrian 

factions within the party. The party first gained influence politics after the Syrians gained 

independence from the French, and are the dominant party in Syria today. 

Proxy War 

A war in which the belligerents receive aid from major powers, but they do not get directly 

involved. The superpowers involved are often accused of exploiting regional conflicts to advance 

their own agenda, at the expense of those devastated by the conflict. 

Arab Spring 

A series of political and economic demonstrations throughout the Arab World in 2011, affecting 

countries such as Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Syria and Libya.  The protests led to the collapse of 

the repressive regimes in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya, but they were not always successful, and led 

to a period of increased repression and instability, as is the case in Syria. 

Sunni and Sunni Islam 
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Most of the world’s 1.8 billion muslims are part of two denominations, Sunni Islam(90% of 

muslims), and Shia Islam(10%, concentrated in Iran, Pakistan Iraq, and parts of Syria). The 

division emerged as a dispute over who should succeed the prophet Muhammad as the leader of 

the muslim world. One faction believed that the the Prophet’s son-in-law, Ali ibn Abi Talib, should 

succeed him, while another believed that it should be Abu Bakr, his father-in-law. The majority 

who saw Abu Bakr as the rightful heir, came to be known as Sunnis(“those who follow the 

Sunnah”) and those who followed Ali, came to be known as Shia, derived from Shiat Ali, meaning 

followers of Ali.  

The primary difference between the two denominations is where they look for guidance in the 

holy scriptures. The Sunni rely on four religious schools which emerged throughout the seventh 

and eighth century which serves as their foundation for philosophy of law. They look to these 

schools for guidance on matters such as worship, family, banking, criminal law etc. On the other 

hand, Shia rely on divine appointees from the prophet’s family, maintaining that religious 

leadership can only come from the family of the Prophet. In the absence of members of the 

Prophet’s family, representatives are appointed, who are called “ayatollahs”.  

Furthermore, Sunni and Shia muslims disagree on which holy scriptures to interpret when 

seeking guidance for a variety of issues. Both denominations see the “Hadith”, a detailed 

recording of the words of Muhammad. The Shia generally favour the records that came from the 

Prophet’s closest companions, while the Sunni include a wider range of companions in their 

interpretations.  

Today, tensions between Sunni and Shia are on the rise. The religious divide has led to violence 

in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, and has contributed to the further 

destabilization of the region.   
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Sharia Law 

A version of traditional Islamic Law, which includes the principles of male supremacy, capital 

punishment(such as stoning), and mandatory obedience to religious customs and rules(such as 

restrictions on leisure time and mandatory attendance of religious services). Sharia Law is 

derived from strict fundamentalist interpretations of the Quran, and is referenced in numerous 

legislation in muslim-majority countries, especially in regards to Family Law. It is also promoted 

by various Islamist movements throughout Northern Africa and the Middle East, such as the 

Islamic State. 

Alawites 

The Alawites are an ethnic group of Shia muslims in the coastal regions of Syria. The current 

Syrian government is dominated by Alawites and they have managed to rely on a loyal support 

base within Alawite communities during the Civil War  

Kurds 

The Kurds in north-western Syria and adjacent regions in Turkey have had a long struggle 

towards autonomy. The Kurdish communities see the Syrian Civil war as an opportunity to 

establish their own state, and have received support from NATO countries. The majority of Kurds 

are Sunni, but that does not determine their political affiliation.  

Refugee 

A refugee is a person who has been forced to flee their country, in fear of violence or 

persecution. Their reasons for fear of being targeted could come their political affiliations, race, 

religion, or ethnicity. According to the UNHCR, ⅔ of the world’s refugees come from a five 

countries: Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Somalia, and Myanmar. Many refugees end up 

becoming asylum seekers in other countries, where they apply to be recognized as someone 

who has been forced to flee, and therefore deserves legal protection and material assistance.  

Internally Displaced Person(IDP) 

An Internally Displaced Person is similar to a refugee in that they have been forced to flee their 

homes, but they have not crossed an international border, and instead sought refuge in nearby 

areas. IDPs are not protected by international law, and are technically still under the protection of 

their government, but that is very rarely the actual situation. Because of their complicated legal 
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status, they are not eligible to the same type of aid that refugees are, and are therefore prone to 

human rights violations, such as living in squalid conditions.  

Background Information  

Ba’ath Coup and Assad’s Rise to Power 

 The heterogeneous ethnic composition of Syria did not play an important role in domestic affairs 

under the Ottoman Empire, because of the regional autonomy granted to Syrians by their Turkish rulers. 

It was only when the Ba’ath party established the Syrian Arab Republic after their coup in 1963, which 

dissolved the union between Egypt and Syria, known as the United Arab Republic, that uncertainty about 

how ethnicity would shape Syria’s national identity emerged. As the Ba’ath party continued to dominate 

the Syrian government for the rest of the decade, a General named Hafez al-Assad began to establish 

himself as a key figure in the party. As the Minister of Defence, he initiated an internal coup in 1970, and 

named assumed the position of the Presidency.  

 After Hafez took power, he started to centralize power using various methods. He began 

initiatives which expanded and developed Syria’s military and promoted a cult of personality for him to 

ensure the loyalty of the Syrian people. In 1973, he successfully passed an amendment to the 

constitution abolishing the requirement that the President had to be a muslim. As a member of the 

Alawite Sect, he was seen as a heretic by many Syrians, and this political move allowed him to legitimize 

his reign.  

 In response to the constitutional amendments, unrest broke out in the Sunni communities in 

Syria. The Assad regime attempted to ease tensions with passive methods, which were successful in 

preventing an armed rebellion, but the roots of the problem remained unsolved. In 1982, the Muslim 

Brotherhood ordered the targeted assassinations of multiple members of Assad’s inner circle, prompting 

Hafez to order a bombing campaign and door-to-door raids on communities suspected of being affiliated 

with the Muslim Brotherhood. The Hama Massacre, as it came to be known, led to the death of 40,000 

civilians. The government assault was very destructive, and observers compared the damage on Hama 

to that of Berlin and Stalingrad after the Second World War. As a reconcilitory measure, Assad ordered a 

vast reconstruction project of Hama, including modern highways and the construction of two new 

mosques.  

 

Syria during Bashar al-Assad Presidency 

 During Hafez’s reign, Bassel al-Assad, his eldest son, was being trained to summe his Father’s 

position once he died. However, in 1994, Bassel was involved in a traffic accident in Damascus and was 

killed. Uncertainty over who Hafez’s heir would be swept through the government. Despite fears that 
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Bashar, the second eldest son, was too bookish and would not be able to fulfill the role as President, 

Hafez decided to recall him from his medical studies in the United Kingdom and begin grooming him for 

power. In order to allow Bashar’s succession of the President to be legal, Hafez ordered the Ba’ath party 

to pass an amendment to the constitution lowering the required minimum age for any Presidential 

candidate. 

 In 2000, after the death of his father, Bashar won the Presidential election virtually unopposed, 

carrying 97% of the votes. 

 Assad’s Transition to Power 

Bashar quickly established himself as a new leader, rather than a mere successor. He began to 

gradually oust his father’s advisors in favour of his own, who were part of a new generation of political 

elites in Syria. Critics of the Assad regime have observed that this decision potentially undermined the 

function of government institutions, which were designed to maintain the support of loyalists throughout 

the population. The so-called “old guard” had personally ensured that the institution strategically 

distributed patronage throughout the population and communities. Bashar’s new advisors were all 

children of the elite, and did not have the connection to the rural population that their predecessors had. 

This dissociation between the government officials and their origins resulted in the patronage system, 

and other methods which the regime used to maintain control, falling into neglect.  

Despite Assad authorizing the release if 600 political prisoners after his rise to power in 2000, 

any hopes of breaking away from Syria’s authoritarian past were dashed when the detention of MPs and 

other reform activists was ordered a year later.  

The members of Assad’s inner circle have assumed various roles in the regime, often acting as 

extensions of the President’s power, and maintaining the monopoly the regime has over politics. Maher 

Assad, Bashar’s youngest brother, has faced multiple sanctions from western powers as Assad’s right-

hand man. He played an integral part in the suppression of demonstrations and protests, utilizing his 

position as the Commander of the Presidential Guard to authorize the use of force against any protests, 

even if they were peaceful. Other top officials who have also received sanctions for their participation in 

suppressing defiance, both internal and external, are Dawoud Rajiha(Deputy Minister of Defence, and 

Assad's brother-in-law), Abdul Fatah Qudsiya(Head of Military Intelligence), and Ali Mamlouk(Head of 

General Security Directorate, and one of Assad’s security advisors). Additionally the government has 

managed to extend its influence into the private sector through Assad’s cousin, Rami Makhlouf, a 

wealthy businessman. He has allegedly been exploiting his close relationship to government officials to 

benefit his business, for example intimidating rival business owners and gaining exclusive rights and 

licenses.  

 

Foreign Policy 



The Hague International Model United Nations 2019| 27th January 2019 – 1st February 2019 

 Research Report | Page 7 of 30 

 

When Assad first came to power, he was seen as a possible ally to Western powers. However, 

this notion soon disappeared once Western intervention in the Middle East began to escalate.  Assad 

refused to give his support for the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, and played an active role in the 

insurgency against the US occupation which followed. The Syrian government allegedly trained Jihadi 

fighters, who were then sent to Iraq as guerilla soldiers. In response, US President George W Bush 

included Syria in the “axis of evil”, and openly denounced their pursuit of chemical weapons and alleged 

support of terrorism. The US then went on to impose sanctions on top government officials. 

Assad continued his policy of intervention in neighbouring Arab states when the Lebanese 

President was granted a term extension in 2004. President Lahoud was seen as a Syrian puppet, and an 

opposition movement formed within the government against Syrian meddling in Lebanese political affairs 

and Lahoud’s presidency. In response, Assad ordered the assassination of the Ex-Prime Minister Hariri, 

a vocal leader of the opposition movement challenging the current government. The Syrians were then 

pressured to withdraw their troops, and abandon their military base which had been there since the 

Lebanese Civil War in the 80s. A consecutive UN investigation linked multiple top ranking Syrian officials 

to the assassinations. Efforts towards reconciliation between Syria and the international community, 

which began in 2005, were overshadowed by Syria continuation of their Chemical Weapons program.   

 

Ethnic Composition 

 The ethnic composition of Syria has always been very diverse and multicultural. Positioned in the 

middle of an ancient trade route on the Silk road, Syria has been a melting pot for various communities. 

The most prevalent ethnic group in Syria are the Sunni muslims. Many members of the Sunni 

communities feel neglected by the Shia dominated government. While not all Sunni muslims in Syria 

believe that the Shia are not fit to rule, because they do not recognize Shia as an Islamic sect, tensions 

between the two sects are rife. According to a study carried out by the Pew Research Center in 2012, 

40% of the world’ s Sunni muslims do not recognize Shia as a legitimate denomination of Islam.  

 This lack of trust between the majority of the Syrian population and the government caused by 

religious differences is extremely problematic considering the Shiite only consist of 12% of the 

population. Most of the Shiite in Syria are members of the Alawite Sect, a Shia muslim faction, and the 

Sect has dominated politics since the rise of the Assads to power in 1971. The Shiite in Syria receive 

large amounts of support from Iran, due to the ongoing tensions between Sunni and Shia dominated 

countries in the Middle East.  

On top of the Alawites and Sunni, there are also various other ethnic groups which play an 

important part in political life in Syria. The Kurds, an ethnic groups in the North-East of the country, which 

consists of approximately 7-10% of the population, have a strong independent national identity. A 

secessionist movements in the regions dominated by the Kurds has gained massive amounts of 

momentum in the recent years, especially during the ongoing Civil War. Kurdish communities extend into 
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adjacent regions in Turkey, where the nationalist sentiments has been suppressed through the 

prohibition of the Kurdistan Workers Party(PKK). The oldest ethnicity in Syria are the Christian Assyrians 

consist of 4% of the population, see themselves as natives of the region. They have come under 

increased discrimination by Islamist groups, and have began arming themselves in self-defence.  

  

 The Syrian Economy 

Although the political cleavages between the various ethnic groups played a decisive role in the 

disillusionment of the government, the state of the economy and living standards in Syria was the 

ultimate factor which sparked the Civil War. Its proximity to the Mediterranean Sea, and abundance of oil 

reserves were not ingredients economic success, and the country had very few resources to boost its 

economy, relying on three vital sectors for stability. 20% of the Syria’s GDP is Agriculture, which employs 

17% of the labour force. The 330,000 barrels produced each day accounts for another 20% of their GDP, 

but profits have not been optimized, since Syrian oil has a reputation of poor quality and expensive to 

refine. A further ⅓ of the workforce was employed in Industry, which specialized in energy.  

Compared to many of its Arab neighbours, Syrian were better off by many types of 

measurements. The national GDP per capita was 5,000$, roughly twice as a large as Yemen, and about 

the same as Jordan. 90% of Syrian children were attending Primary school, and 80-90% of the 

population were literate. Despite the progress made by the government in promoting a higher standard 

of living, they failed to address the population growth which was straining the countries’ limited 

resources. 

At the turn of the century, the limited fertile land available to farmers, which was only 25% of 

Syria’s total land mass to begin with, was gradually dwindling after period of frequent dust storms and 

droughts lasting from 2001 to 2010, creating a dust bowl similar to the one in the United States in the 

1930’s. There were a recorded 60 “significant” dust storms in Syria during that period, and four year long 

drought which began in 2006 contributed to the dire situation. In 2010, at the low point of the drought, 

Syria was only receiving 10 mm of rainfall annually, and 20 mm is the bare minimum for agriculture. As a 

result, 800,000 farmers lost their livelihoods, and were forced to relocate to urban areas to find new ways 

of sustaining themselves, and because of the importance of agriculture in the economy, the GDP per 

capita fell to 2,900$. The large influx of climate refugees into Syria’s cities was the tipping point towards 

a humanitarian disaster. According to UN reports, 2-3 million Syrians were reduced to extreme poverty, 

and the Syrian Minister of Agriculture had already admitted by 2008, that solving the food crisis was 

beyond the capacity of the government.  

  

Beginning of the Civil War 

Arab Spring 
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 In the Spring of 2011, a series of economic and political protests swept across the Arab World. 

Various Heads of State were forced to resign under increased pressure from the demonstrations, such 

as Tunisian President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, who had been in power for 42 years, and Egyptian 

President Hosni Mubarak, in power for 30 years.  The pro-democratic demonstrations across the Arab 

inspired similar protests in Syria, which led many people to believed that the Assad regime, which had 

been in power for 42 years, would be the next Middle Eastern dictatorship to be overthrown. 

Armed Opposition Takes Shape 

 In March of 201, 15 school children were arrested for spraying anti-government graffiti on the 

side of a building. The children were subjected to harsh treatment such as torture, and some of them 

died in custody. The national outcry against the brutality of the Assad regime sparked protests in the 

southern city of Daraa, and spread to Homs and Latakia. After a month of constant demonstrations, 

1,000 people were killed. 

Within ten months, there were 425 demonstrations across the country, which were violently 

suppressed by the government. Using the justification that the protestors were foreign backed terrorists, 

soldiers were ordered to fire upon the demonstrations, and any who disobeyed orders were executed. 

The lessons of the 1982 Hama massacre, and the consequences of Syrian government failure to 

suppress any dissent swiftly before it gains a foothold was still present in the minds of Assad’s top 

officials. In response to the bloodshed, protestors began arming themselves and forming forming armed 

anti-government organizations. While the government and military claim that the protestors armed 

themselves before the crackdown, Assad claimed he never gave the order for the use of military force. A 

primary factor of the Assad regime’s ability to stay in power has been the loyalty of government forces to 

those in power. Unlike in Egypt and Tunisia, the government forces continue to serve as a tool for the 

regime, despite increased unpopularity and armed resistance. 

By July of 2011, four months after the arrest of the schoolchildren in Daraa, the Free Syrian Army 

was formed, which would be the first among many opposition organizations aimed at overthrowing 

Assad’s regime. By June of 2012, around 20,000 were reported dead, and in 2013 in the same time of 

year, the death tolls had risen to 90,000 according to UN. 

In the current state of the conflict, their are a recorded 1,000 various rebel groups in Syria, most 

of which operate on a local level.  



The Hague International Model United Nations 2019| 28th January 2019 – 2nd February 2019 

 

Page 10 of 30 | Research Report 

Rise of Islamic Militancy 

 The Civil War in Syria allowed Islamic militants from neighbouring states to establish themselves 

in Syria and expand their influence and power. One of these organizations was the Islamic State, then 

known as the Islamic State of Syria and the Levant(ISIS or ISIL), a splinter faction of Al-Qaeda, which 

formed after the US invasion of Iraq in 2003. President Bush and other top US government officials have 

been criticized for the short sightedness of the overthrow of Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq, which 

caused a power vacuum in the region, allowing new factions such as ISIS to emerge. When fighting in 

Syria escalated, IS shifted their attention towards Iraq’s northern neighbour as a new possible base of 

power, because of the political instability and the easy access to weaponry. They began to seize large 

swathes of land in Syria, including the strategic oil fields, which would fund the groups operations for the 

following years. Continuing the expansionist policies that they began in Syria, IS capitalized on Iraq’s 

domestic troubles by conquering large portions of land in the north, and proclaimed their Caliphate under 

the faction’s new name, the Islamic State. Since then, the Iraq Body Count has reported that 68,260 Iraqi 

civilians have been killed through the IS occupation. In November 2018, 202 mass graves were found in 

the areas formerly owned by IS in Iraq, where an estimated total of 12,000 victims were buried. The 

victims, ranging from children and women to elderly people with disabilities, were seen as those who 

disagreed with the teachings of the terrorists, and were murdered as part of a their goal to impose Sharia 

law on all those who lived in IS occupied areas.  

The Islamic State is currently fighting Nusra-Front(an Al-Qaeda affiliate), anti-government Rebel 

groups(such as the Syrian Democratic Front and Free Syrian Army), and the government. The Islamic 

organisation achieved the height of its power in 2015, but has been pushed into constant retreat as 

foreign powers have increased their campaign to drive IS out of Syria and Iraq. At the beginning of 2018, 

the US claimed that 98% of territory under the control of IS had been recaptured, and many other foreign 

actors, such as Russia, have claimed complete victory over the terrorist group. In 2017, IS was pushed 

out of Iraq after its stronghold in Mosul, in the north of Iraq, was recaptured by the Iraqi government after 
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three years of IS occupation. The concessions made by IS has severely reduced the flow of revenue for 

the faction. Airstrikes and other military operations targeting the oil fields under IS control damaged on of 

the group’s main sources of income, since the oil would be refined and sold on the black market. In 

addition to the decline in tax revenue collected in the occupied areas, the total budget of IS has shrunk 

from 1.8 billion USD in 2014 to 800 million USD in 2016.  

Although IS’ defeat seems to be inevitable in Syria, the faction maintains various spheres of 

influence in an estimated 18 countries. The jihadist organisation Various regional Islamic militants have 

claimed allegiance to IS, such as the Al-Shabab in Somalia, and as the map below indicates, they have 

established a presence in Sub-saharan Africa and Afghanistan as well. In 2017 IS declared war on the 

Taliban, the primary Islamic group in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and sought to expand their territory in 

outside of the Arab world. Although their only base in region was destroyed by the US, the IS still 

continues to carry out attacks in the two countries.  Many foreign fighter have been lured to the IS ranks 

as a result of their active use of social media to spread Islamic propaganda. In 2017, there was an 

estimated 200 accounts on Twitter at any given time which were used by IS to post self-promotional 

material, and persuade foreign to join the fight in Syria. So far the most common country of origin of 

these fighters has been Russia, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan, with many more coming from all over the 

world.  

Sharia Law is heavily enforced in any regions under IS control. The terrorist organization 

implements  strict restrictions on leisure time, such as the complete abolition of smoking, drinking 

gambling, and public gatherings. Those who live under IS control are forced to convert to Islam, or face 

death, and prayer is mandatory.  

Another prominent Islamic faction is the Islamic Front, who have taken part in the fight against IS. 

It was formed in 2013 as a coalition of seven militant groups in the region, and had an estimated 45,000 

troops in 2013, making it the largest opposition force at the time.  Similar to many other Islamic factions, 

the Islamic Front have claimed their sole purpose is the establishment of a Sharia state in Syria. They 

have promised protection for minorities(but not necessarily equality), but have been accused of 
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massacring Alawi civilians in Latakia by Human Right Watch in 2013. They have declined from power 

since the disunity amongst the various factions arose in 2014, but still are seen as a key actor in the 

conflict. 

Al-Nusra Front, now known as Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham(HTS), an former Al-Qaeda affiliate has also 

managed to obtain large portions of land and attract a number of Jihadi fighters. It was founded in 2011, 

and have since actively fought against government, and IS forces, but have pursued alliances with other 

opposition forces. They too seek the establishment of a Sharia state, and they have pursued various 

social services to promote their popularity amongst civilians. In 2016, they had about 5-7,000 fighters, 

and were active in 11 out of 13 of Syria’s provinces at the height of their influence, with its base of power 

being in the Idlib province. 

 

Foreign Intervention 

 The variety of opposing interests and agendas of the factions engaged in the Civil War have 

received support from foreign powers who seek to sway the outcome of the war in their favour. Over the 

course of the war foreign intervention has increased, raising concerns that the Civil War could develop 

into a proxy war between the rival foreign powers.  

Pro-Government Support 

 Assad’s government has received support from Iran, Russia, Hezbollah. The majority of the 

support has been with ground troops and airstrikes carried out by Russia, which began in 2015. Attacks 

carried out by pro-government forces target “terrorists”, which includes moderate rebel forces as well as 

Islamic militants. The Russians have economic and geopolitical interests in Syria which compel them to 

support Assad’s regime in the Civil War. The Russians have also been able maintain an important 

military base on the mediterranean coast, and have used their intervention for domestic propaganda 

purposes.  

 Due to the government being entirely under the control of Shiites, Iran has seen the Civil War as 

a threat to Shia Islam and wishes to protect the corridor of Shia states between Iran and Lebanon. The 

Iranian train Shia militiamen from various countries, such as Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, and Afghanistan, 

and send them to Syria to fight alongside government forces. Iranian military presence has increased 

over the course of the war, and Assad’s forces are now supported by the elite Iranian Revolutionary 

Guard. The Lebanese militia group and political party Hezbollah deployed troops to Syria in 2012, 

pursuing an agenda of mutual protection amongst to fight Shia states. Under the justification that Syrian 

rebels were foreign agents undermining Syrian sovereignty, Hezbollah announced their involvement in 

2013. 

 Although the government has been gradually regaining large portions of the territory, analysts 

have questioned whether Assad is reestablishing the pre-Civil War government power . James Gelvin, a 
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Professor of the Middle East at the University of California Las Angeles, observes that most territorial 

gain has not been accomplished by Assad’s soldiers necessarily, but rather by foreign forces, such as 

Hezbollah and Iranian trained Shia militiamen. He claims that the cause of this could be that Syrian 

soldiers are weary of the Civil war and are less capable of carrying out effective operations against 

rebels and islamic militants.  

One of the setbacks which has faced the Syrian Armed forces is the lack of motivation amongst 

its population. As authorized in the country’s constitution, all men ages 18-42 must serve in the military. 

As the Civil War began, male citizens have tried various methods to avoid the draft, such as bribing 

government officials, or finding ways of fleeing the country as political refugees.  

 

 

Aid for the Opposition 

 Once the violence against dissidents began, the Syrian government was placed under sanctions 

by NATO countries and others. Since then, NATO has provided aid for “moderate” groups, often using 

airstrikes to those groups at strategic advantage. The Syrian Democratic Forces(SDF), a coalition of 

arab and kurdish militias composed of People Protection Units(YPG) are seen as one of the few factions 

in the war that have not used unnecessary violence. Despite Turkey’s opposition towards the Assad 

regime, they are the only NATO member which does not support the SDF. The Turkish government 

believes that an autonomous organized Kurdish state in Rojava would spark secessionist movements in 

Kurdish communities in Turkey, and have established the Euphrates as the limit of the SDF’s western 

expansion. NATO began troop deployment in Syria in 2015, and the US has 2,000 troops in the region at 

the moment, according to the Pentagon. 

 The objectives of NATO intervention in Syria boil down into three points: resisting the growth of 

Iranian influence, fighting terrorists, and supporting democracy. Countries such as the US have also 

taken a strong stance against the use of chemical weapons, which is banned by international law, but 

the US government’s lack of enforcement for their “zero tolerance” has been strongly criticized. After the 

first significant use of Chemical Weapons by Assad’s government in 2013, which killed 1,500 civilians in 

the suburb of Damascus, the US agreed to a plan proposed by Russia to dismantle Syria’s chemical 

weapons stockpiles. However, the plan did not include chlorine, since it has other civil uses, such as the 

purification of water, and Assad continued using chlorine bombs for strategic purposes. 

The US military only recently began retaliation against the illegal use of Chemical Weapons, with 

the first of these retaliatory airstrikes occuring in April 2017, where the US launched 59 Tomahawk 

missiles at the Syrian airbase that was used in the chemical weapons attack a couple days earlier.  

On top of the support from NATO, rebel groups have also received various forms of aid from 

other countries who would benefit from the overthrow of Assad’s regime. Israel has been alarmed by the 

presence of Iranian troops so close to its border, and because of the long lasting rivalry between the two 
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nations, Israel has launched airstrikes into Syria against Iranian forces and supplies on multiple 

occasions. Many Sunni states, such as Saudi Arabia, have also invested in the opposition forces, in the 

hopes that Assad’s defeat will mean there is one less Shiite state in the Middle East.  

 

Current Balance of Power 

 In the most recent stage of the conflict, the government has been efficiently retaking lost regions 

that came under opposition control in the early stages of the war. The southern and western regions 

have all been recaptured, and government forces occupy the strategically important oil and gas fields 

near Deir al-Zour, which amounts to 40% of 

territory in Syria. The Syrian Democratic Front 

controls most regions east of the Euphrates, 

including Raqqa, the former de facto IS capital 

and stronghold. In the south, the Southern 

Front has managed to withstand government 

offensives. The opposition force is supported 

by Israel and Jordan, because it acts as a 

buffer from Iranian troops and extremists.  

Diplomats and analysts have 

hypothesized that the Syrian Civil War could 

lead to the possible “somalization” of Syria, 

where the recognized central government is 

not under a direct threat of being overthrown, 

but they do not have any type of control over 

large sections of the country.  

 

Humanitarian Crises 

 The political implications of the Syrian Civil war is not the only reasons that the conflict has drawn a lot of 

attention from the international community. The common occurrence of atrocities committed by 
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belligerents and the destruction of Syria’s rich cultural history has also caused widespread condoning of 

the violence. 

 Destruction of Cultural Heritage Sites 

 Syria was a hotspot for trade in ancient times, because of its vicinity to the Silk Road, and access 

to the Mediterranean Sea. Antioch, the largest city in ancient Syria, became a cultural, economic, and 

intellectual center in the in the Seleucid Empire and then the Roman Empire, as well as an important 

route in the spice trade. Before the outbreak of the Civil War, Syria had six UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites. Since then, all six have been destroyed, either through intense fighting or intentional demolition. In 

the case of the UNESCO site in Palmyra, the Christian church which was built by the Romans was 

destroyed when IS captured the city.  

 The national museum in Damascus was closed in 2012 as fighting escalated, and its 300,000 

artifacts were hidden away to protect them. In October of 2018, the National Museum was reopened as 

part of the government’s normalization process. At the ceremony celebrating the return of all of the 

artifacts to the museum, the Syrian Cultural Minister stated that Syria’s cultural heritage will not be 

destroyed by terrorists.  

 Human Rights Abuses 

 On top of the brutal backlash against peaceful protests in the early days of the Civil War, the Syrian 

government has been accused various other Human Rights abuses, such as the use of Chemical 

weapons to gain a strategic advantage on multiple occasions. The attacks have mostly been carried out 

in rebel held areas, and have always been followed by a consecutive advancement by government 

forces. The use of such weapons for combat is extremely problematic, since they are indiscriminate, 

meaning that there is no way of preventing the weapons from hurting soldiers as well as innocent 

civilians. Although Syria is a signatory to the Chemical Weapons Convention, a treaty completely 

abolishing the use of Chemical weapons, and have dismantled all of its chemical weapons stockpile, 

there has been speculation that is was not completely transparent about its chemical weapon abilities.  

 The government offensive to retake Eastern Ghouta is the most recent use of war crimes to gain a 

military advantage. The city is home to roughly 265,000 people, and was besieged by the government 

since the beginning of the war. Through stopping all humanitarian aid from reaching those trapped within 

the city, the government has deliberately inflicted mental and physical harm on the populace. 

Furthermore, it was reported that the government attacked protected objects, such as medical facilities, 

which is also banned under international law. When the government began their 2 month offensive, 

shelling targeted heavily populated neighbourhoods, forcing all residents to flee to underground shelters, 

which were overcrowded and unsanitary. The offensive would lead to the death of 1,700 civilians.  
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 Such war crimes are not necessarily exclusive to Assad’s government. Rebel groups have been carrying 

out the bombardment of populated areas in Damascus, and there have also been reports of the 

systematic capturing and torturing of civilians, especially targeted against members of minority ethnic 

groups. Jihadists groups such as IS have also carried out various atrocities, which have come to light as 

reports of the discovery of mass graves arise throughout areas which were formerly occupied by the 

Islamic faction. Keeping in line with their goal of spreading Sharia law within the spheres of influence, 

reports have emerged that claim IS has murdered civilians who do not comply with their religious 

interpretations, or who generally are seen as a threat to their idea of a fundamentalist Sunni state. The 

victims of these persecutions have ranged from young men to children and the elderly. 

 Evacuation agreements negotiated by rebel groups and government forces have led to the displacement 

of 14,000 people within Syria. In the case of the Eastern Ghouta offensive, the government agreed to 

allow the transport of 50,000 civilians living within the city to other rebel held areas such as Aleppo and 

Idlib. Although these agreements are aimed at reducing the loss of life during anticipated fighting, the 

evacuation amounts to forced displacement of people from their homes.  

 Humanitarian Crisis 

 The Humanitarian Crisis caused by the Civil War is the worst that has occured since the end of 

the Second World War. There are currently 13.1 million people who are in need of humanitarian 

assistance, and 3 million are in hard to reach areas. Access to medical assistance has drastically 

declined, as 330 medical facilities have been destroyed and 847 personnel have been killed due to the 

fighting. The dire situation is further amplified by the fact that most foreign volunteers such as medical 
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personnel are under a constant threat of murder or kidnapping by armed groups. These conditions mean 

that it is extremely difficult to provide medical assistance to those in need, not only for logistical reasons, 

such as lack of funding, but also because of a limited supply of personnel.  

 The reconstruction of Syria has also been a major concern for diplomats and analysts, who 

believe that if Syria is not rebuilt in the near future, the meagre economic and political conditions could 

lead to the rise of new opposition and Islamic factions. Raqqa’s reconstruction alone, the former de-facto 

capital of IS, is estimated to cost a total of 1 billion USD. 

The Civil War has currently displaced 11.7 million Syrians, which is 55% of the pre-war 

population. Roughly 6.1 million are internally displaced, and 5.6 have sought refuge abroad. About 93% 

of those that have sought refuge abroad are now seeking asylum in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, and Iraq, 

which are known as the Primary Host countries, and the rest have undertaken the hazardous journey to 

reach Europe.  

10% of people in Jordan are refugees, and in Lebanon this number rises to 25%. In addition to 

the Palestinian refugee communities which have been present for decades, the massive influx of 

refugees has put a large amount of strain on an already overburdened welfare systems in the primary 

host countries. The national governments have responded to the crisis with strict limitations on the ability 

for refugees to create a life for themselves. Refugees are forbidden by law to work, open a bank 

account, and drive, but receive no financial aid from the governments of the host country. This forces 

refugees to rely on what little money they would have brought with them on their journey out of Syria to 

pay for rent, food and other necessities, or they must seek ways to earn a living outside the scope of the 

law. Access to medical care is often non-existence, because of logistical reasons or it is too expensive to 

afford. While education is not specifically withheld from refugee children, families must pay for any extra 

costs, such as uniforms and school supplies.  

The average income for a migrant family is often below the expenses for all of the essentials, and 

they are forced to prioritize. These financial issues which threaten refugee families often compound, 

leading to widespread psychological problems such as depression, because are severely limited in ways 

in which they can occupy themselves and have no source of fulfillment. Alcohol, drugs, and in the case 

of young men, crime, are others ways which refugees occupy themselves. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Syrian Arab Republic 

 The Syrian Arab Republic gained independence from France in 1946, after a series of 

independence movements which were suppressed by colonial forces. Syria formed a Union with Egypt in 

1958, the United Arab Republic, which was dissolved in 1963 after a coup which was carried out by the 
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Ba’ath party. The Syrian government has been under control of the Assad’s since 1971, and the Ba’ath 

party remains the dominant political party. The Syrian Arab Republic is one of the few Shiite countries in 

the Arab world, and has played an important part in the ongoing tensions between Sunni and Shia 

states. 

Syrian Democratic Front(SDF) 

 The Syrian Democratic Front is an armed opposition force which was formed in 2015. It is a 

coalition of Kurdish and Arab militias, which are called People Protection Units(YPG). The primary 

objective of the SDF is to establish an autonomous Kurdish state in North-east Syria, but they have been 

unable to establish a central government so far. They rely on constant support from NATO countries, 

since they are seen as one of the few factions which have not committed war crimes. 

Free Syrian Army(FSA) 

 During the crackdown of dissent by the government, soldiers were ordered to fire upon unarmed 

protestors. In response, many soldiers disobeyed their commanders, and fled. Two months after the first 

demonstrations, the Free Syrian Army was formed, which consists of army defectors and armed 

civilians. As of 2017, the FSA has 30,000 soldiers under its command.   

Russian Federation 

 The Russian Federation has various interests in Syria. Maintaining a close relationship with 

Assad’s government provides various economic and geopolitical benefits, as well as the presence of a 

Russian military base in Syria. The fight against “terrorism”, which includes launching strikes against 

rebel forces, allows Russia to use the war for domestic propaganda purposes. 

NATO 
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 The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation was established as a mutual defense pact after the 

Second World War. Its membership has grown over the years, and now includes USA, Canada, Turkey, 

all EU countries(except Austria), and some former Warsaw pact. The United States, the country with the 

most powerful military in the Organisation, has deployed a number of ground troops to Syria, and have 

carried out raids on occasion. Other NATO members have carried out airstrikes against terrorists and 

against chemical weapons facilities after the use of such weapons on civilians. So far a total of 13,300 

airstrikes have been carried out by NATO members and their allies  

Turkey 

 Turkey’s policy is mostly consistent with its NATO allies, but there is one point of dispute between 

Turkey and the Organisation. While NATO countries have committed most of its support for the SDF, 

Turkey sees the SDF as an extension of the outlawed PKK, and believe a Kurdish state threatens 

Turkish interests in the region. The Turkish government has carried out airstrikes and military operations 

against SDF strongholds, and the US responded by deploying troops near the Turkish border, bringing 

the two allies into near conflict. The most recent incident was in January 2018, when the Turkish army 

began an offensive against the SDF held Afrin District in north-western Syria, known as the “Operation 

Olive Branch”.  

Iran 

 Iran’s primary interest in the Syrian Civil War it to maintain and spread the influence of Shia 

Islam. Since Assad’s regime is dominated by members of the Shiite Alawite sect, and the opposition 

forces consist of mainly Sunni muslims, Iran has adopted a strong interventionist policy through provided 

supplies and soldiers to the government. It hopes that with Assad in power, they can maintain their 

connection to Lebanon and Hezbollah. 

Arab League 
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 The Arab League is an organisation established in 1945, which seeks to promote cooperation 

and establish relations between Arab countries. Lebanon and Syria were the only Shiite countries in the 

organisation, until Syria was kicked out in the aftermath of the crackdown on the peaceful protests.   

Saudi Arabia 

 As the country with the highest proportion of Sunni muslims, Saudi Arabia has been one of the 

leading countries in the spread of Sunni Islam. When oil reserves were found in Saudi Arabia, the 

government used the revenue to fund projects which would promote Sunni Islam abroad, such as the 

construction of mosques. Saudi Arabia has provided aid for the opposition forces in Syria, in hopes that 

the government which succeeds the Assad regime will turn Syria into a Sunni state.  

Islamic State 

 The Islamic State, or formerly known as ISIS, was founded by senior officers of the Iraqi military 

after the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime. They proclaimed their Caliphate in 2014, with the primary goal 

of establishing a Sharia state. They are currently at war with other Islamic factions, such as Taliban, Al-

Qaeda, and Al-Nusra, because IS believes those factions have betrayed Islam. IS has been accused of 

various human rights abuses, and have lost most of the territory which they held at the height of their 

expansion in 2016.  

Hezbollah  

 The Shia militia Hezbollah, founded in Lebanon in 1982 with the purpose of forming armed 

opposition against Israeli invasion. As a Shiite organization in a country where Sunni is the dominant 

religion, Hezbollah has always played an integral part in Lebanese politics. It fought against the 

presence of western agents during the Lebanese Civil War in the 80’s, and continued guerilla warfare 

until 2000 in southern Lebanon against the occupying Israeli forces.  
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After a military victory over Israeli forces in 2006, Hezbollah used their new popularity to demand 

more influence in the current government cabinet. When their demands were refused, the Hezbollah 

members of cabinet resigned in protest, and after the President stepped down, the National Assembly 

failed to appoint a successor, leaving the position vacant. After a series of violent clashes, the 

government gave in to their demands and granted Hezbollah veto rights in the National Assembly. 

They began the deployment of troops in Syria in 2012, after realizing that the political and social 

impact of the Arab Spring could threaten their security. The group leaders publicly announced their 

presence in Syria the next year, and adopted the same justification used by the Syrian government; the 

Rebels were the result of foreign influence and they had to be defeated. The US has labelled Hezbollah 

as a terrorist organization, because of its close relationship with Iran, causing many western powers to 

see Hezbollah as an Iranian proxy. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

March 12th, 1971 
Hafez al-Assad carries out an internal coup in the Ba’ath party, and proclaims 

himself the new President of Syria 

February, 1982 
The Syrian government carried out attacks against Sunni communities in 

Hama, which led to the death of 40,000 civilians 

January 21st, 1994 
After Bassel al-Assad’s unexpected death, Bashar is named Hafez’s heir-

apparent, and begins training for the Presidency 

July 17th, 2000 
Bashar al-Assad assumes the position as President uncontested amidst fears 

that he will not be fit to fill his father’s shoes 

2003 
Assad openly denounces the US invasion of Iraq, and begins training soldiers 

to carry out guerilla warfare against US occupation 

May 27th, 2007 Assad is elected to a second term as President uncontested 

March 15th, 2011 
Demonstrations erupt in southern Syria in response to the death of one of 15 

schoolchildren arrested for spraying anti-government slogan on a building.  

July 22nd, 2011 
After months of escalated fighting, army defectors form the Free Syrian Army, 

aimed at overthrowing Assad’s regime 

June 29th, 2014 
The Islamic State proclaims Caliphate and begins taking over large swathes of 

land in Syria and northern Iraq 

November 20th,2015 
The Security council adopts resolution 2249 which seeks to coordinate counter-

terrorism efforts in Syria 

December 18th, 2015 The Security Council passes Resolution 2254,  

February 26th, 2016 The Security Council agree on a ceasefire, but it falls apart after 2 months 
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April 4th, 2017 The United States launch Tomahawk missiles at Syrian air force base in 

response to the use of a chemical weapons  

April 2018 Government begins offensive on the rebel held Eastern Ghouta, near 

Damascus, leading to widespread reports of various human rights abuses 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948 (Resolution 217) 

● Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, 28 July 1951 

● Chemical Weapons Convention, 13 January 1993 

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 2249, 20 November 2015(S/RES/2249) 

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 2254, 18 December 2015 (S/RES/2254) 

● Astana Ceasefire Agreement, 29 December 2016(S/2016/1133) 

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 2268, 26 February 20168S/RES/2268) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 Security Council Solutions 

 The division between the permanent members of the Security Council has made it particularly 

difficult for the Council to agree on any type of solution towards the Syrian Civil war. Russia and China 

have exercised their veto rights in response to any proposed resolutions regarding Syria. Furthermore 

Russia has been accused of submitting resolutions which legitimize Assad’s power.  

 Despite the lack of consensus amongst the member of the SC, a number of resolutions have 

been adopted. In 2015, Resolution 2249 stated that countries must coordinate their actions to prevent 

terrorism, and it went on to define what Islamic militias it was referring to, because of the discrepancy 

between what NATO and Russia believe classifies as terrorist organizations. In February of the next 

year, the Security Council passed a ceasefire which was supported by Russia and the USA. It did not 

include hostilities against terrorists organizations(as defined by the Security Council), and it allowed the 

government to recapture Palmyra from IS. However the ceasefire collapsed within two months and the 

fighting resumed.  

 After the US airstrikes targeting Chemical Weapons facilities which were used to detonate 

chlorine bombs in Eastern Ghouta, the Security Council held and emergency session. Opponents of the 

US’ use of force claimed that the airstrikes violated the United Nations Charter and Syria’s sovereignty, 

while proponents claimed that Syria should be held accountable for their use of banned forms of warfare, 

and the Security Council has failed to fulfill its responsibility to protect international security as defined in 
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the United Nations Charter. A year later the SC met again to discuss the Syrian government’s use of 

chemical weapons in Douma, another rebel held area. As is the case with Eastern Ghouta, the 

government forces used chemical weapons to give themselves a military advantage, and were able to 

end the siege of the city. Three resolutions were discussed by the SC at that meeting, and none passed 

due to clashes between the US and Russian delegations.   

 Astana Process 

 In May of 2017, Russian, Turkish, and Iranian diplomats established the Astana process, which 

were a series of peace talks aimed at pursuing a ceasefire, deciding the fate of government detainees, 

and allowing access to humanitarian aid for those in need. In the agreement which was reached, the 

three countries established “de-escalation” zones, where all hostilities and weapons would be banned, 

including airstrikes. These zones would be set-up in Idlib, Latakia, Homs, and Aleppo, which is home to 

roughly 2.5 million people. The process was supported by the Syrian government, but not signed by 

opposition forces. 

 The de-escalation zones would be established by the individual nations and military personnel 

would man checkpoints around these areas. The peace agreements gave the three countries a long 

lasting as “peacekeepers”, but they were still unable to decide on the classification of terrorists. Similarly 

to the previous ceasefire agreements established, all factions were not prevented from carrying out 

hostilities against IS. The safe passage of any humanitarian aid and the restoration of water and 

electricity to these zones was another provision of the agreement. 

 Analysts have criticized the document for lack of details on how these zones will be carried out, 

and the lack of reference to a long-term solution to the conflict or foreign intervention. Furthermore the 

exclusion of the US from the peace process raises concerns about the effectiveness of the Astana 

process to pursue a long-term solution to the conflict, since one of the major foreign powers involved in 

Civil War had no say in the peace talks, undermining its ability to address the conflicting national 

interests of the various factions.  

A further agreement was signed in September of 2018, which came to be known as the Idlib 

agreement. It established a 15-25 buffer zone in the Idlib province, which is home to roughly 3 million 

people, half of which are internally displaced and have already fled from other regions such as Eastern 

Ghouta. About ⅔ of the region was under control of the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), an Al-Qaeda 

affiliate, and the rest was captured by the FSA. Turkey’s primary motivation for pursuing this agreement 

was they wanted to avoid another humanitarian crisis, which would lead to more refugees in Turkey in 

addition to the 3.4 million who are already there. 

 

Possible Solutions 
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 Any solution drafted which is aimed at ending the Civil War, which has been raging for 7 years 

now, needs to address the essential causes for the brutality and complexity of the Civil War.  

 Up until now, the main factor in the failure of the negotiations of any peace agreement has been 

the lack of cooperation amongst the foreign powers in Syria. Any solution which is drafted must not be 

an isolated plan, but must also include addressing the conflicting interests of the international 

community. Syria has served as a theater of conflict between Shia and Sunni gulf states, led by Iran and 

Saudi Arabia respectively. Iran has invested heavily in Assad’s regime, through sending military aid and 

their elite Revolutionary Guard, and Saudi Arabia has adopted an opportunistic approach in regards to 

the overthrow of Assad. Furthermore, there a multitude of many other agenda which must be 

considered, such as Turkey’s resistance to the creation of a Kurdish state, Israel and the US’ ambitions 

to keep Iran in check, and Russia geopolitical interests in the region.  

 An issue which has proven to be problematic long before the Civil War, is the ethnic and religious 

diversity of Syria. In order to gain support amongst the disillusioned Sunni population in Syria, many 

rebel groups have adopted religious goals(such as the creation of a sharia state). For example in the 

case of Al-Nusra, they proclaimed allegiance to Al-Qaeda to show their devotion to Islam. On the 

government side, Assad has relied heavily on Shia militias, using the distrust between Shiites and 

Sunnis  to his advantage. Some Shiite communities believe that if the opposition forces win the Civil 

War, and create either a democratic government or an authoritarian state, where Sunni muslims would 

dominate politics, Shiite would be subject to severe persecution and abuse. This is a primary motivation 

for Shiite men to join pro-government militias, because they see it as self-defense against possible 

revenge. 

Ethnic tensions are not exclusive to Syria. Some of Syria’s neighbours, such as Lebanon and 

Iraq, have had to grapple with very similar problems created by the distrust within the heterogeneous 

population. Their solution, and one that has also been suggested as a possibility for a future Syrian 

state, is a consociationalism democracy, where power is divided between the major ethnic groups in the 

constitution. The power sharing within the government would most likely lead to a coalition government, 

where common concerns would be addressed by representatives of the important segments of society, 

and the transfer of some powers to regional authorities. In Lebanon, this system has paved the way for 

stability, but that is because the major ethnic groups have an equal proportion of the population, whereas 

in Syria this is not the case. The Shiite may feel that they will become marginalized in a democratic state, 

since they only consist of 12% of the population, and Sunni are 70%. Opponents have also argued that 

since the Alawites are a minimal section of the population compared to the Sunni, that they do not 

deserve to automatically be granted influence in the government, which would undermine one of the key 

principles of democracy, majoritarianism.  

 Despite all of the complications of the conflict, there have been various suggestions of what a 

peace deal in Syria could include. One solution which addresses the ethnic and religious tensions within 
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Syria is a Federalization approach, where Assad’s government is decentralized, and more regional 

autonomy is granted to ethnic communities, through the creation of new government structures. This 

would allow ethnic minorities to have more influence over government decisions that affect them, and 

avoid the collapse of the central government, which would prolong the conflict and increase the number 

of casualties. However, anti-government forces such as the US and rebel groups believe that no peace 

is attainable while Assad remains in power, and as long as he has backing from foreign powers, he will 

be reluctant to relinquish his power. Another drawback is the possible further division of Syria between 

ethnicities and religions. Communities such as the Kurds will not settle for semi-autonomy while still 

remaining under Assad’s control, and they will not end their struggle until they are able to establish a 

state which fits their national identity. 

The most radical proposal towards the end of the Civil War has been the partitioning of Syria 

according to the current spheres of influence. Although it is the simplest approach, this proposal seems 

to be the one which would face the most opposition. Such a division is reminiscent of the colonial 

division of territories in the Middle East after the First World War, which indirectly caused the widespread 

political turmoil in the region. The notion that the British and French diplomats drew lines on a map when 

deciding the borders is not far from the truth. The mistake of defining borders according to political 

agendas rather than national identity and ethnic composition is something which would easily be 

repeated by those tasked with carving Syria into multiple states. Unless a clear plan is negotiated which 

targets foreign intervention in the Civil War, the threat of a proxy war will persist. Iran, NATO, Turkey, 

Russia, and Saudi Arabia will not cease the flow of military aid just because hostilities would have ended 

for the near future. Those countries’ political agenda will still be pursued, and the Syrian factions of the 

war, whether they are in open conflict or at peace, will continue to accept assistance from their allies.  

There is also no indication that the armed groups would accept such a division. Although they are 

committing an act of rebellion against the government, that does not necessarily mean their national 

identity as Syrians has disappeared. Despite the handful of secessionist movements which seek 

autonomy, such as the SDF, most rebel groups desire an acceptable system of governance in an unified 

Syria. The partition of Syria would delay a solution to the Civil War, rather than completely end hostilities. 

 Before any discussion on the Syrian government post-Civil War begins, the most step is to adopt 

a ceasefire which all belligerents can abide by for an indefinite period of time. Most ceasefire plans have 

broken down within months because of distrust between the factions. Another factor which has 

contributed to the failure of ceasefire agreements is the all-or-nothing approach by armed groups. Since 

many of them believe the only outcome which ensures peace is where the enemy is completely 

annihilated, they have no incentives to abide by a ceasefire, accept to give themselves time to regroup 

and coordinate. In order for this obstacle to be overcome, foreign actors must be willing to pressure their 

allies to respect the terms of such agreements, even if it is not in their immediate national interest.  
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 The solution to the humanitarians crisis in Syria, including the large influx of refugees from Syria, 

will  become more plausible as soon as the first steps are taken to ending the fighting itself. Political 

disputes between various actors have affected the common citizen the most, where access to 

necessities such as food and health care have become nearly nonexistent. This was the case in the 

Rukban desert refugee camp, close to the Syrian-Jordan border, where 50,000 civilians, consisting of 

about 80% women and children, have sought protection from the conflict. After an IS car bomb attack, 

which killed 6 Jordanian soldiers, the government closed the border crossing near the desert camp, 

stopping any humanitarian assistance form reaching the camp, and the refugees have had to really on a 

trickle of commercial aid to survive. As seen through the Rukban camp, and other areas with people in 

urgent need of assistance, like the Idlib province, a respected ceasefire  agreement or lack of continued 

dialogue between the parties inhibits the flow of humanitarian aid. 

In regards to the fate of refugees who have fled to other countries, a solution seems more out of 

reach. A variety of solutions have been attempted by governments, who have had to face the wave of 

refugees seeking to settle in their countries. The German Interior Ministry, for example, under the 

leadership of the right-wing CSU, has recently initiated a program where refugees would be paid to 

return to their country of origin, and receive benefits for a year after their departure. While such a 

solution may seem appealing to those wishing to return, the desire to return to Syria is not widespread. 

Many refugees have already established lives of their own in the host countries, and do not wish to relive 

the stressful process of resettlement. Also, from a purely economic perspective, it would be unwise to 

send all refugees back to Syria, considering it does not have the resources to sustain its pre-war 

population of more than 20 million. Even before the conflict, the resources of the country were stretched 

then, and the economy was susceptible to periods of harsh weather, causing the social unrest which 

sparked the Civil War. The state of the economy has only gotten worse, and as long as no reconstruction 

program is implemented, and a long term resource management plan is adapted, Syria is no state to 

accept more people.  

Instead of focusing on resettlement, any solution towards the refugee crisis should elevate the 

living conditions of the refugees in their current host country. The primary host countries(Jordan, Iraq, 

Turkey, and Lebanon) are unable to provide material assistance to refugees, because their welfare 

systems were limited to begin with. To prevent the refugees from becoming a supply of cheap labour, 

which would take employment away from natives of the host countries struggling to find a job, strict 

restrictions have stopped refugees from providing for themselves and their families. While this is not 

necessarily an undesirable situation, these employment restrictions and lack of financial assistance 

combined has removed the ability of the refugees to establish a new life. As long as the newly settled 

refugees are struggling to make ends meet on a day-to-day basis, integration into the host country will 

be impossible, and they will continue to be seen as a burden by the host countries.  

Coordinated Counter-terrorism is one of the few solutions which the Security Council has been 

able to implement. The presence of armed extremists undermine the peace talks on the fate of Assad’s 
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regime. Those who live in areas which have come under control of Islamic militants tend to fear the 

terrorists more than they fear the government, which makes them believe that they would be better off 

living under government control. While this is not necessarily incorrect, it does skew public opinion in 

favour of Assad’s regime, even though persecution and violence are still common practice in the 

government. If any proposal lacks provisions for a transitional body, it is doomed to fail regardless of the 

effectiveness of the rest of the plan. As seen throughout history, the transition from a Civil War into 

peacetime can be very hazardous, and must be handled with care. Armed groups must be given 

incentives to disarm themselves and begin to participate in politics.    
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Appendix or Appendices 

I. Syrian Civil War Map: The Syrian Civil War Map gives the live updates of the most recents 

development in the fighting, gives a summary of the current situation, and the different factions 

involved. 

https://syriancivilwarmap.com/
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II. Syria Profile- Timeline: The BBC’s timeline of Syrian history provides an an informative overview 

of how Syria developed as a nation, as well as how the Civil War has developed over the course 

the seven years. 

III. Mapping Militant Organisations: This online database of the world’s militant organisations, 

created by Stanford University, provides an overview of all non-state actors in any given region of 

the world. In the section dedicated to Syria, it has a detailed profile of every faction, as well as a 

timeline of various events which have affected the conflict. 

IV. Islamic State and the Crisis in Iraq and Syria in Maps: Another article by the BBC gives a 

descriptive overview of the Islamic State over the course of the conflict. It covers issues ranging 

from their loss of revenue to social policies implemented in the occupied zones. 
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