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Introduction 

 Child labour in the conventional sense, while still being prevalent historically, was not shunned at 

the time as it is now. Pre-mechanization, societies required copious amounts of physical labour for the 

survival of the group. Hence as soon as development permitted, children contributed in whatever ways 

they could: be it hunting, gathering, farming, or even raising more dependent siblings. 

 One of the major turning points of human history, the Industrial Revolution, was fuelled by 

children; being cheaper and more cost-effective for physical space utilized, it brought about a surge in 

child labour exploiting that fact that children were required to earn for the survival of their families. 

However, along with it finally came proponents of regulation, most notable among them being Karl Marx 

who reportedly said, “…any legal restriction of the hours of labour must sound the death knell of British 

industry, which, vampire-like, could but live by sucking blood, and children’s blood, too.”1 

 In 1802, the first legislature regarding regulating child labour to an extent was passed in what is 

now the United Kingdom. Primarily focused on the textile industry, it was the first step of many 

undertaken to reduce child labour. It must be noted that child labour was tackled slowly, and this came 

about not merely because of ethical concerns, but also for economic reasons. As technology 

progressed, higher order skills were in demand and so to supply this demand, schooling systems were 

set up eventually leading to compulsory education in most places. Mechanization also played a part in 

eliminating most of the required labour. 

 Although child labour has greatly reduced it still exists in several countries worldwide. The 

International Labour Organisation’s (ILO’s) fifth edition of the quadrennial report series on global figures 

of child labour2 (2012-2016) estimates that there are 152 million child labourers between the ages of 5 

and 17. Of these, 70.9% are engaged in agriculture related economic activities. Therefore, eliminating 

agriculture related child labour should be foremost in the eradication of it as a whole. 

                                                 
1 Marx, and Engels. “Inaugural Address.” Modern History of the Arab Countries by Vladimir Borisovich Lutsky 1969, 
www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1864/10/27.htm. 
2 “Global Estimates of Child Labour: Results and Trends, 2012-2016.” World Day for Safety and Health at Work 2013: 
Case Study: Karoshi: Death from Overwork, 19 Sept. 2017, 
www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_575499/lang--en/index.htm. 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1864/10/27.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_575499/lang--en/index.htm
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 Child labour, especially in agriculture, has negative consequences in the long-term physiological 

and psychological development of a child. Moreover, it can lead to a self-perpetuating cycle of stagnation 

and limited education, which in turn reduces the economic means for them to get out of poverty forcing 

their children into labour too. Hence, it is imperative that this be tackled on the world stage. 

 With regards to the Sustainable Development Commission, Sustainable Development Goal 8 

(Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and 

decent work for all)3 in sub-part 8.7 aims to ‘end child labour in all forms by 2025’. Decent work defines 

the standards of labour that can be taken part in and is required for sustainable development. Since 

forced child labour does not constitute decent work (see definition of ‘Child Labour’ and ‘Decent Work’), it 

follows logically that it must be abolished for sustainable development to take place, and is therefore well 

within the mandate of this Commission. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Age of Majority 

 Commonly referring to similar ages as the age of responsibility, age of consent, 

marriageable age, and age of criminal responsibility, these are ages at which people are eligible for 

certain rights that they did not have access to previously. They are also liable for their own actions, 

instead of a parent or guardian taking responsibility on their behalf. 

Agriculture 

 The science, art or practice of cultivating the soil, producing crops, and raising livestock, and 

in vary degrees the preparation and marketing of the resulting products.4 Agriculture is divided into four 

major sub-sectors: farming, livestock, forestry, fishing and aquaculture.5 

Child 

 Legally, a child is defined as a “human being below the age of 18 years” by United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. If, however, other laws pertaining to the Age of Majority (see 

below) are applicable then a child below that set age is considered a child. It must be noted that specific 

cases have different legal definitions what constitutes a child that are unrelated to the Age of Majority, 

most notably Singapore (below 14 years) and the United States (below 21). 

Child Labour 

                                                 
3 “Goal 8 .:. Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform.” United Nations, United Nations, 
https://www.sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg8. 
4 “Agriculture.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/agriculture. 
5 “FAO.org.” International Rice Commission Newsletter Vol. 48, FAO of the UN, www.fao.org/rural-
employment/agricultural-sub-sectors/en/. 

https://www.sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg8
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/agriculture
http://www.fao.org/rural-employment/agricultural-sub-sectors/en/
http://www.fao.org/rural-employment/agricultural-sub-sectors/en/
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 Child labour is referred to as work that deprives children of their childhood, their potential 

and their dignity and is harmful to physical and mental development.6 It can also be defined as work that 

is physically, socially and/or morally dangerous to children and interferes with their schooling to a 

negative extent (by depriving them of opportunity, causing them to cut down on school hours, or require 

them to combine attendance with excessively long and heavy work. Extreme forms of child labour are 

forms of slavery, hazardous work, sexual labour, and in the production and trafficking of drugs or other 

illegal activities. 

Decent Work 

 This is expressed as the aspirations of those who work for themselves and their 

environment which includes but is not limited to: opportunities for productive work, fair income, security 

at work, social protection for families, freedom of expression for concerns, involvement in decisions that 

affect their lives at work, and the equality and treatment for all men and women.7 

Extreme Poverty 

 People living on less than US$1.90 a day (as of 24th September 2018) by the World Bank.8 

A variant may also refer to absolute poverty i.e. people living below the minimal cost necessary to 

cover basic caloric and non-caloric needs, without reference to social context or norms.9 

Forced Labour 

 Forced labour is any work that is performed involuntarily and under the threat of any penalty. 

This may refer to coercion through violence or intimidation, or indirect means such as manipulated debt, 

retention of identity papers or menace of informing immigration authorities.10 Work can be considered as 

any physical or mental effort expended to achieve a result, in any activity, industry, or sector. The 

International Labour Convention (ILO) Forced Labour Convention (1930) contains exceptions to this rule 

which are: compulsory military service, prison labour as part of reform, work in emergency situations, 

minor communal services, and normal civic obligations. It also has specific prohibitions as to the power 

of the state in forced labour, forbidding it for: punishment for political views, economical development, 

labour discipline, punishment for participation in strikes, and as a means of racial, religious and/or other 

discrimination. 

Hazardous Work 

                                                 
6 “ILO.” What is child labour (IPEC), www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm. 
7 “ILO.” Decent work, www.ilo.org/global/topics/decent-work/lang--en/index.htm. 
8 “Overview.” World Bank, www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview. 
9 United Nations, unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/products/.../Poverty_BW.pdf. 
10 “ILO.” What is forced labour, modern slavery and human trafficking, www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-
labour/definition/lang--en/index.htm. 
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 Work in sectors or occupations that where relationships or conditions create risks such as 

exposure to chemical substances or radiation that often pose serious health problems. Agriculture, 

construction, mining, and ship-breaking are pre-dominant examples of hazardous work. 11 

Background Information 

Until the late 16th century, under religious law and social norms, children were considered to be smaller 

versions of adults for most cases. While they were not neglected or raised apathetically, there was no 

separate concept of childhood. Once reaching an age upon which a person could walk, talk and function 

physically as an adult, they were considered to be one. This changed in part due to John Locke who 

advocated the theory that humans are born as a ‘blank slate’ and that based on their sensory 

experiences and social environment, they then formulate behaviour. Therefore, according to Locke, it 

was important to instil the right experiences and expose children to the right environment. This shift in 

mindset coincided with a rise of religious and familial ideology centred around the child as in need of 

protection and guidance.  

The Romantic period saw an increase in art that portrayed children as performing tasks that 

corresponded to ‘childish behaviour’ instead of adult work. This helped in the widespread acceptance of 

children as physically and emotionally vulnerable, and innocent, a mentality that persists till today. An 

important distinction to make is that in society, children are not capable of making some choices, and 

indeed, often do not know what is best for them.  

While they may not be aware of the dangers of child labour, the fact that they are not given other 

opportunities to choose from does constitute forced child labour in a sense, even by their own parents. 

Since they are forced down a path of labour, even willingly at the time, they have not chosen it for 

themselves in a post-education mindset. This is the core reason why child labour is unacceptable. 

Effects of Child Labour 

Education is proven to be key in escaping poverty. An analysis12 by the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) determined that by completing secondary education, 420 

million adults would be lifted out of poverty which emphasises the need for education in poverty-stricken 

areas of the world. A primary reason why child labour is detrimental is that it directly (through taking up 

hours that are supposed to go to schooling) or indirectly (by making children unable to learn due to 

mental or physical exhaustion) affects education. With regards to agriculture, since it is the dominant 

profession in Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs), a correlation between it and poverty 

exists. Therefore, to help the hundreds of millions in this very poverty, it is imperative that they attend 

                                                 
11 “ILO.” Hazardous Work, https://www.ilo.org/safework/areasofwork/hazardous-work/lang--en/index.htm 
12 “Millions Could Escape Poverty By Finishing Secondary Education Says UN Cultural Agency.” United Nations, 
www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2017/06/millions-could-escape-poverty-by-finishing-secondary-
education-says-un-cultural-agency/. 
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school, something which child labour affects in a negative way. Without this opportunity of education, the 

principle of equity and their basic Human Right of Education is grossly violated. 

Moreover, some forms of child labour in agriculture can have a devastating physical and mental impact. 

The absence of familial love and affection that exists during normal psychological development, wherein 

the child spends a significant amount of time bonding with its family, leads to loneliness. Sexual and 

physical abuse can leave long-lasting scars.  

In the short term, though child labour may seem to lead to an economic boost (since a greater fraction of 

the population is contributing to income), it does not allow the poor to escape the cyclic nature of their 

poverty and therefore in the long term has undesirable economic effects. However, having not received 

education in the first place, they largely do not realise this as they are only looking out for their day-to-

day survival. Article 1 of the UN Charter states the importance of “fundamental freedoms for all” and as 

these poor are not free to choose another path, the United Nations has a moral obligation to break this 

cycle. 

All in all, child labour has adverse effects and since it is chiefly found in agriculture, it must be tackled 

here first. 

Causes of child labour 

Poverty 

Poverty can be considered the root cause of child labour. Low income families that live beneath the 

poverty line require all members to earn, hence most children work to support their family to wade off 

starvation. Almost all of those in extreme poverty13 and living on under $1.90 a day are in the primary 

sector of the economy: agriculture. Since survival is imperative, they are not as concerned about the 

long term and hence enlist their children to help them which enforces the vicious cycle of child labour in 

agriculture. Indeed, two out of three child workers are employed by their parents or work with them. In 

agriculture, this labour may manifest as even tending to livestock. But because this interferes with their 

schooling it has negative repercussions. 

Lack of alternatives 

LEDCs generally have a lower literacy rate because of insufficient funds and poor coverage of their land 

with schools. Many children enter child labour because of the absence of schools which leaves them 

with nothing to do. Thus, instead of developing skills from school that they can put into practice, they end 

up losing out on them while facing physical harm and psychological impairment. The establishment and 

implementation of compulsory schooling laws is lacking which leads to children staying at home. It is this 

state of unproductivity that parents often decide to utilize, by making their children work. The lack of 

                                                 
13 “Global Extreme Poverty.” Our World in Data, ourworldindata.org/extreme-poverty. 
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alternatives may also prohibit children from developing skills outside of work and the classroom which 

positively reinforces poverty. 

Cultural reasons 

Often, child labour is considered a good thing. Especially with regards to certain cultural beliefs, it can be 

seen as something that builds character and useful skills and ‘toughens’ people. Some cultures have 

longstanding family traditions with an entire family following a certain profession to the exclusion of all 

others. As such, they place emphasis on children entering their parent’s professions and so these 

children start work related to that occupation from an extremely early age and continue with it all through 

their schooling years. As earlier mentioned, child labour often happens in proximity of parents. This 

cultural outlook is troubling because it is not exactly clear when this labour begins interfering with other 

aspects of a child’s life to a major degree. 

Marco-economic reasons 

As it did in the Industrial Revolution, and according to the laws of supply and demand, a low supply of 

good schools discourages education, while a greater demand for cheap labour in primary and secondary 

sectors of the economy (rather than higher level skills) encourages child workers. 

Child labour in agriculture 

According to estimates by the Food and Agriculture Organisation14, 75% of the world’s poorest 

population lives in rural areas and most of the rural poor depend, directly or indirectly, on agriculture for 

their livelihoods. Child labour in agriculture therefore, is often within the confines of poverty. 59% of the 

168 million child labourers in the world work in agriculture making it the sector in which it is most 

prevalent and of these, 85 million are engaged in hazardous work that is highly detrimental to their 

physical and mental state.  

Agriculture is divided into four sub-sectors15 all of which are affected by child-labour to some extent: 

Farming 

Traditional farming i.e. the cultivation of crops involves child labour for preparation of land, planting and 

transport of seedlings, weeding, applying fertilizer and pesticides, and the harvest and processing of 

crops16. The risks present are sharp tools, dangerous machinery, injuries from animals, exposure to 

extreme weather conditions and contact with chemicals in inorganic fertilizers and pesticides. Most of the 

                                                 
14 FAO - Handbook for monitoring and evaluation 
of child labour in agriculture 
15 “ILO.” Child labour in agriculture, www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Agriculture/lang--en/index.htm. 
16 “ILO.” Farming, 31 Jan. 2012, www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Agriculture/WCMS_172416/lang--en/index.htm. 
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children in the farming sector are unpaid, working to assist their parents. Since wages are affected by 

certain quotas, workers tend to use children to increase their yield and therefore their earnings. 

Fishing and aquaculture 

Child labourers in fishing are located on board vessels (for diving, draining boats, cooking, repairing 

nets, fishing etc.), on shore (guarding the nautical vessels, unloading fish, cleaning or drying fish etc.), 

offshore (on fishing platforms children lift heavy loads and sort and dry fish), and in factories (where they 

peel shrimp, and process various seafoods) 17. Work is usually differentiated by gender as boys are 

involved in the fishing itself and girls are more involved post-harvest. Hypothermia, lacerations, 

amputation, burns, chemical exposure, poisoning and smoke inhalation are likely to occur as a result of 

fishing, and children can face bad weather, extreme temperatures and spend a long time away from 

families. This is why fishing is considered to be potentially hazardous by the ILO. Offshore fishing sites 

and boats make it particularly challenging for these children to enrol in school.  

Forestry 

Although less is known about forestry, the ILO estimates that 85% of victims in Latin American countries 

are under 12 years of age18. Children usually harvest wood and other forest products such as fruits, 

honey, and rubber. Because this involves climbing high trees in a forest environment, hazards like 

falling, cuts and wounds, extreme temperatures, dangerous chemical exposure, and diseases and 

infections are present. Not only do the remote locations of forestry amplify the effects of these dangers 

(as treatment isn’t accessible), but they also reduce the likelihood of children receiving an education. 

Some indigenous families including children are subject to forced labour, abuse and terrible work 

conditions as a result of debt on forestry estates. 

Livestock production 

Herding is the most widely accepted form of child labour with it being almost exclusively by children in 

certain ethnic groups. In this, children may spend months in isolated areas tending animals and leading 

them to water sources19. Looking after livestock often comes alongside farming and the same work is 

also carried out here. Taking care of livestock may fall under hazardous work. Animals of all sizes do not 

need to be aggressive to cause harm, indeed being bitten, butted, trampled, or gored can occur 

unintentionally. Moreover, children are rarely equipped with protective gear hence thorns, cuts, and even 

diseases are easily contracted. The exposure to dust because of livestock can cause risky lung 

problems and there is also exposure to chemicals that are used in livestock production. 

                                                 
17 “ILO.” Fishing and aquaculture, 31 Jan. 2012, www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Agriculture/WCMS_172419/lang--
en/index.htm. 
18 “ILO.” Forestry, 31 Jan. 2012, https://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Agriculture/WCMS_172421/lang--en/index.htm 
19 “ILO.” Livestock production, 31 Jan. 2012, https://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Agriculture/WCMS_172431/lang--
en/index.htm 
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Brazil 

Brazil has introduced legislation that set the working age as 16 and the age at which one can apprentice 

at 14. Historically a major issue in the country, several social reforms have taken place curbing child 

labour from 8 million to 5 million between 1992 and 2003. However, Brazil still has over 2.7 million 

people between the ages of 5 and 17 working, of which 30% are in the agricultural sector. 

Ghana 

43% of all children in Ghana i.e. 2.7 million of those between the ages of 5 and 14 are child labourers 

with fishing and agriculture responsible for most. Most children engage in hazardous activities in cocoa 

production (pesticides) and fishing. 

India 

In India, a child is defined as below 14 years and cannot be employed, whereas an adolescent (14-18 

years) can be employed in non-hazardous occupations. India had 10.1 million child labourers as of 2011. 

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009) was a major legislative leap, 

however it is not clear to what extent it has been enforced. Rural areas contain 90% of the child labour, 

the same regions where there is a shortage of schools and teachers. Lesser motivation among the 

populace (due to ingrained cultural thinking) to educate girls means that they are more likely to become 

child labourers in the face of a lack of anything else to spend their time doing. 

Kenya 

The United Nations estimates that a third of all children below 14 work in Kenya, primarily in fishing and 

traditional agriculture with the latter having 79% of all child labour. 

Madagascar 

Of between 1.2-2.4 million child labourers in Madagascar, 87% are involved in agriculture through the 

production of vanilla, tea, cocoa, cotton etc. 

Nigeria 

Nigeria’s agricultural products such as cassava, tobacco and cocoa involve child labour in poor 

conditions with very little pay. 

Swaziland 

Swaziland’s top products are maize and sugar cane, and since 84% of the population is in rural areas 

and almost 75% rely on farming for sustenance, child labour pre-dominantly occurs here. 
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Zambia 

Roughly 33% of Zambian children between 5-14 work, mostly in agricultural production of cotton, fish, 

tea, coffee etc. 

Andorra, Bhutan, Liechtenstein, Micronesia, Monaco, Nauru, and North Korea 

These countries as of yet do not meet the minimum child law requirements as they are not part of the 

ILO. 

Food and Agriculture Organisation 

The Food and Agriculture Organisation conducts several studies across the world to determine the 

effects of child labour and to what extent it exists in various places. Based on its research, it also 

publishes papers on why and how child labour should be dealt with, detailing its effects to spread 

awareness, as well the specific problems with tackling various aspects of it. 

International Labour Organisation 

The ILO not only focused on forming universal laws regarding accepted standards of child labour, it also 

conducts research of its own that it uses in combatting the same. It created the International Programme 

on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) in 1992 and has set out several goals in line with those of 

Sustainable Development. 

United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund 

UNICEF was created to aid children and has several worldwide programs aimed at child labour, and to 

ensure that children are protected from exploitation and work that is harmful to their development. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

2nd December 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act comes into effect 

26th November 1924 
Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child (World Child Welfare Charter) is 

adopted by the League of Nations 

10th December 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights is adopted 

20th November 1959 
An extended version of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child is adopted by 

the United Nations 

3rd January 1976 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is effective 
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2nd September 1990 Convention on the Rights of the Child comes into effect 

25 September 2015 Sustainable Development Goals are adopted through A/RES/70/1 

Relevant Treaties and Events 

 A/51/492 Report by Secretary General20 

 A/RES/51/7721 

 A/RES/70/122 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

Convention on the Rights of the Child 

A/RES/51/77 which was adopted by the General Assembly in 1989 defined the rights of children and 

made signatories accept and implement the labour conventions of the ILO such as minimum age, 

hazardous work and forced child labour. The most widely ratified human rights treaty ever, it has 

established children as a separate group with specific characteristics allowing them to be prioritized. 

However, great swaths of the world remain largely unchanged and these rights are violated often. As 

such, progress is slow and the Convention is less effective. 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

This Agenda, adopted through A/RES/70/1 aims to end all child labour by 2030. Being a mammoth task, 

it is not yet clear if this is possible to do so, however, since it has been ratified by a majority of countries, 

it is a step in the right direction. 

IPEC 

                                                 
20 “A/51/492 Exploitation of Child Labour.” United Nations, United Nations, 
www.un.org/documents/ga/docs/51/plenary/a51-492.htm. 
21 “A/RES/51/77. The Rights of the Child.” United Nations, United Nations, www.un.org/documents/ga/res/51/ares51-
77.htm. 
22 United Nations, www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/.../A_RES_70_1_E.pdf. 
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The International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) was created by the International 

Labour Organisation in 1992 to aid countries in dealing with the scope of child labour. It operates in 88 

countries and carries out the ILO’s Decent Work Agenda23. 

Challenges in Eliminating Child Labour  

The Food and Agriculture Organization has identified the followed challenges in address child labour 

within agriculture in a published handbook24. 

Awareness 

Most members of a community that practices child labour look at the short-term day-to-day needs and 

are not aware of the long-term benefits that stem from eliminating it in favour of education. Moreover, 

they may see education as impractical and instead send their children to work. 

Under-regulation 

Eight countries globally don’t have adequate child-labour regulatory legislation in place, several more do 

not enforce their existing policies effectively. 

Family environments 

Given that most child-labour happens in a family environment, it can be highly challenging to identify its 

presence. In fact, often child labour isn’t even seen so by family members who may consider children to 

be merely ‘helping out’. However, it is important to note that though household chores are not officially 

considered to be child labour, they can be as destructive if excessively time-consuming or burdening. 

Possible Solutions 

Free and compulsory education that is properly implemented is undoubtedly the best solution as 

development of skills will enable children to escape the cycle of extreme poverty and reduce child labour 

in the generations to come. Especially considering the causes of child labour, this particular solution 

address both the presence of boredom as well as poverty. An education investment by the government 

also provides often-ignored economic long-term incentive, however given that most do not consider the 

long term, theses governments in need should focus on tying up with non-governmental organizations 

that can provide those services. 

Education could be backed up by incentive-based programs to ensure that parents send children for 

schooling, instead of opting for the short-term benefit of keeping them in labour. While financial 

                                                 
23 “ILO.” About the International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) 
www.ilo.org/ipec/programme/lang--en/index.htm. 
24 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Handbook for Monitoring and Evaluation of Child Labour in 
Agriculture: Measuring the Impacts of Agricultural and Food Security Programmes on Child Labour in Family-Based 
Agriculture. SLE. 
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incentives may be more difficult to provide, more pressing concerns can be addressed such as food. 

Providing a meal in school would ensure attendance. Such a scheme has already been implemented by 

the Government of India ever since 1995, hence it is definitely possible. 

Greater awareness programs targeted towards parents and rural families would remove the stigma of 

education and communicate the perils of child labour. Since ignorance of the dangers of child labour is 

widespread amongst parents of these child labourers, emphasis should be placed on informing them of 

the same which automatically would reduce the number of child labourers. This can be integrated into 

the education program, so that the child is fully aware of the consequences of child labour, even if they 

are doing it in the absence of something more fulfilling. 

Legislative reform and enforcement of existing legislative frameworks that introduce penalties for child 

labour will greatly reduce it. Several countries with high levels of child labour do have laws regulating it, 

however, because it may not be a primary concern of that country, these laws are not enforced and 

therefore child labour is still widely prevalent. Countries should be motivated in eliminating child labour 

as in the long term it benefits them. Non-members of the ILO should make an effort to join, and members 

can strive to meet the goals been set out by a certain date. Penalization of those that employ children 

would be effective once implemented if the sentence is severe enough. 

The unionisation of workers in LEDCs will allow them to better negotiate for rights for them, and for 

children which will be a huge step towards eliminating child labour. Trade Unions can bargain collectively 

because they comprise of so many workers. Moreover, they have a reason to eliminate child labour that 

is purely objective, as child labour undercuts adult labour and increases adult unemployment. 
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