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Introduction 

As our world develops rapidly day by day, the majority of us continue to forget of our heritage and 

traditions. Especially in our rapidly globalizing and modernizing world today, many of the countries 

around the world have replaced its traditional heritage into new and modern art and architecture. For the 

majority of the countries, the 20th century was the time in which countries have destroyed their cultures 

and traditional heritage due to multiple wars, industrialization, and influence on neighbouring countries. 

However, as we step into the 21st century, many of these countries have realized and have 

acknowledged the need in promoting and preserving the traditional crafts and culture of their own 

country as it is vital in passing down the traditional knowledge that comes along with the preservation of 

traditional crafts and heritage. It is extremely crucial to protect and promote these traditional crafts 

because it may be very beneficial to the country as it can attract more tourists and increase the amount 

of money the country can obtain from tourism. There are also many other reasons why this promoting 

traditional crafts in the 21st century is significant. However, it can be said that one of the most important 

reasons in promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century may be due to the historical significance the 

country has.  

As a serious and prominent issue in our current globalized world, many countries and 

organizations have taken a step towards finding a resolution in promoting and protecting traditional crafts 

in the 21st century, but still struggle to do so. However, it can be seen that progress has been made in 

tackling the issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century as many countries progress and 

acknowledge the fact that preservation and promotion is needed. This research report will not only focus 

on the question of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century, but will also look at some of the major 

countries and organizations that are involved, possible solutions, and additional background knowledge 

that is crucial in understanding and tackling this issue.  
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Definition of Key Terms 

Traditional crafts 

Traditional crafts are defined as an “artistic expression rooted in community traditions.” These are 

usually apart of the “intangible heritage” and are thus able to pass on existing knowledge from one 

generation to another.  

Employment 

Employment refers to state of “being employed”, which means that a person is being paid for their 

work. Youth employment refers to the youth for being paid for their work. Being employed is able to 

give many benefits to the lives of many people, as it allows them to obtain the money that is 

necessary to their survival.  

Cultural Heritage 

Cultural Heritage can be divided into many different categories based on the definition of heritage. 

Heritage is divided into 3 of the following main categories: Cultural heritage, Natural heritage, and 

Heritage in the event of armed conflict. Cultural heritage can then be divided into 2 broader 

categories (Tangible Cultural Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage). Tangible Cultural Heritage 

can be then divided further into movable cultural heritage - which includes paintings, sculptures, 

coins, and manuscripts -, immovable cultural heritage – which includes monuments and 

archaeological sites -, and underwater cultural heritage – which by the name refers to shipwrecks 

and underwater ruins and cities. Intangible cultural heritage refers to the oral traditions, performing 

arts, and rituals.  

Labor Force 

The labor force is the result of the number of people both in employment and unemployment. 

According to the International Labor Organization (ILO), the sum of these 2 populations “represent 

the current supply of labor for the production of goods and services taking place in a country through 

market transactions in exchange for remuneration.” Knowing the labor force and classifying it into 

the 2 populations allows countries to compare the statistical data internationally.  

Informal Economy 

The informal economy consists of more than 50 percent of the global labor force. It refers to the 

economic activities and income that are not fully or not at all controlled by the regulation, taxation, 

and observation of the government. Although this sector can provide informal work opportunities for 
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those who fail to find a job in the formal sector, but it involves the loss of budget by reducing taxes, 

which ultimately affect the funds to improve products.  

 

Background Information 

 In order for one to fully grasp the issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century, one must 

understand what defines as a traditional craft. As defined in the Definition of Key Terms above, 

traditional crafts are defined as an “artistic expression rooted in community traditions.” However, it 

should be noted that traditional crafts are part of a country’s heritage. Thus, one should be able to 

differentiate between the different types of heritage (tangible heritage and intangible heritage) and 

comprehend the relationship between the heritage and the traditional crafts. Moreover, this section will 

focus on the cultural heritage and how heritage is classified, as well as the importance of preservation of 

culture, heritage, and traditional crafts.  

Cultural Heritage  

Heritage is divided into 3 of the following main categories: Cultural heritage, Natural heritage, and 

Heritage in the event of armed conflict. Mainly focusing on the aspects of cultural heritage, it can then be 

divided into 2 broader categories (Tangible Cultural Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage).  

 Tangible Heritage 

Tangible Heritage is a part of the cultural heritage, which can be divided into movable cultural 

heritage, immovable cultural heritage, and underwater cultural heritage.  Movable cultural 

heritage focuses includes paintings, sculptures, coins, and manuscripts. These can all be 

classified as traditional crafts, as long as people are still continuing the production of these 

paintings, sculptures, and etc. with the same traditional methods. Immovable cultural heritage 

includes monuments and archaeological sites. The same concept applies here. As long as new 

monuments and archaeological sites are built in the same traditional method, these can be a part 

of the traditional crafts. Finally, the last type of tangible heritage is the underwater cultural 

heritage, which by the name refers to shipwrecks and underwater ruins and cities. These are 

usually not considered as traditional crafts because these historical sites and crafts are not 

continuous, but rather stay trapped in the past as humans discover them.  

Intangible Heritage 

According to the United Nations Education, Scientific, Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

intangible cultural heritage refers to the oral traditions, performing arts, and rituals. The majority 
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of the intangible cultural heritage is classified as a traditional craft. In December 4th 2012, 

traditional dances and crafts were added to the UN list of intangible heritages. It has been a 

major step in fighting the extinction of our past cultures in the world.  

Importance of Preserving Culture, Heritage, and Traditional Crafts 

Preserving culture, heritage, and traditional crafts is extremely important, especially in our current 

globalized and modernized society, because it will play a crucial role in maintaining the diversity in our 

globalized and further globalizing world today. For the reason that many different countries have 

preserved their culture, heritage, and traditional crafts is why the world is able to develop more rapidly 

and interestingly, while still encouraging people to respect the cultures, heritage, and traditional crafts of 

others. Furthermore, it is said that the preservation of culture, heritage, and traditional crafts is not only 

about the conservation of itself, but is more about the preservation of traditional knowledge that comes 

along with preserving the culture, heritage, and traditional crafts. Traditional knowledge is something that 

is hard to retrieve once it is lost, particularly because it requires people to pass on the knowledge to 

another group of people in the younger generation. It is extremely difficult to pass down the traditional 

knowledge as one would do so with the knowledge we learn today because it is necessary for the people 

who are receiving the traditional knowledge to experience crafting the crafts, heritage, or culture with the 

knowledge. Additionally, preserving the culture, heritage, and traditional crafts may bring many 

advantages to the country. For instance, an increase in the number of tourists may occur if the preserved 

culture, heritage, and traditional craft was unique. One example that comes in to mind is traditional craft 

of Venetian Glass, which is handmade in Venice, Italy. With its uniqueness in the process of creating the 

craft and the beauty in the end result, many visitors visit Venice and its most famous Venetian Glass 

stores on the Venetian island of Murano. Here, glass is still crafted by the hands of Venetian men and 

the process can also be seen in the workplace behind the stores of these Venetian Glass. Such an 

example shows the importance in why traditional crafts should be preserved as we live in the 21st 

century. Finally, preserving culture, heritage, and traditional crafts may also lead to an increase of job 

opportunities in the labor force. This can enable more people working in the informal economy to obtain 

more stable jobs in the labor force and earn a stable living once employed. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved  

 The following is a list of countries and major organizations around the world that strongly take 

apart in the issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century, disregarding the position and 

perspective that they take on the question. Each serve as an important example concerning the issue of 

promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century, which show how the problem is being tackled in each 

specific country and throughout the world. 
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United Kingdom  

 The United Kingdom (UK) is considered as one of the countries to acknowledge the fact that 

traditional crafts have been re-emerging from the past and into the current valued industry of the UK that 

is associated with policy agendas of culture, education, and economic development. This can be quite 

noticeable from 2010, when the UK began to highlight the role of “skills training policy discourse” and the 

role within the “UK creative industries”. Not only has it tried to pay attention to the individuals who have 

been a part of the process in re-emerging the traditional crafts in the UK creative industries, but the UK 

government has also been putting focus onto the organizations and networks that have led the most 

recent debates on whether or not traditional crafts should be promoted in the 21st century. Furthermore, 

the United Kingdom has developed regional organizations including the UK Crafts Council and the UK 

Heritage Crafts Association (HCA). The country also discusses its policies regarding the promotion of 

traditional crafts in the 21st century with the cooperation between different organizations such as the UK 

Department for Business, Innovation, and Skills (BIS), as well as the Creative and Cultural Skills 

(CCSkills). Most recently, the United Kingdom’s economic policies develops around the significant nature 

of nurturing crafts and technical skills.  

China  

 China has developed into one of major manufacturing and modernized countries in the world 

today as it has sent most of its time destroying its own traditional heritage, crafts, and culture. However, 

as the country entered the 21st century, there has been an increase in the awareness of what the country 

has lost and its need to rediscover and restore it. Historically, people could not deny the craft credentials 

of China. The skills, ceramics, embroideries, calligraphy, and lacquerware made by its artisans were the 

part of the finest in the world for centuries. However, as the country entered the industrial age alongside 

the European countries which have begun the Industrial Revolution, the country did not have enough 

new artisans to pass on their traditional skills and knowledge regarding their cultural heritage. Now, 

many organizations and companies of China have been looking for and implementing ways in which 

could keep the traditional crafts as well as modernizing at the same time. The Chinese government has 

also started supporting these organizations. However, the country lacks to tackle the issue at a global 

scale. Many other countries face the same issues as China because of the speed and scale they have 

modernized throughout the 20th and 21st century.  

Nepal  

 Nepal is one of the countries that have an abundance of human resources and natural resources. 

Thus, it is not surprising that the country has had a diversity in traditional knowledge of crafts that have 

been passed down from generations to generations of both the country’s craftsmen and women. 

Specifically, the craftsmen and women of Nepal heavily relied on Nepal’s flora and fauna to create and 
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pass on the traditional crafts up till the 21st century. Additionally, with a large percent of the population 

still classified as living in an indigenous community, the craft of intangible traditional heritage have been 

well preserved than many of the other well and rapidly developed countries in the world. Although the 

country has been able to promote their traditional crafts up till the 21st century and still do, there is no 

question that Nepal has faced obstacles in tackling this issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st 

century. In order to combat the obstacles, Nepal has done research and development through strategic 

partnerships with both national and international organization, which have also been able to provide the 

country with the most cost effect financing. Organizations that have supported Nepal include the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Agricultural Development Bank of Nepal, and a “quasigovernmental” 

paper crafts production factory called Bhaktapur Craft Printers (BCP). Thus, the crafts industry is said to 

have been “revived from the brink of collapse”. It has been said that the need to protect and promote the 

country’s traditional crafts have become apparent, as there was a decrease in the traditional crafts and 

goods, whereas there was an increase in the competitive crafts and goods of countries that were 

neighbouring Nepal such as the People’s Republic of China and India.  

UNESCO (United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization)  

 The United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is currently the 

only international organization that has a “global vision of the sociocultural and economic role of crafts in 

society”. UNESCO has created a program that is called “The UNESCO Award of Excellence for 

Handicrafts”, which encourages people to create products of high quality with the traditional and original 

techniques that have been passed from generation to generation. This ensures the continuity of 

preserving traditional crafts in the 21st century and allows the traditional knowledge to be passed on to 

further generations. Additionally, by creating this programme UNESCO is able to raise more attention to 

these traditional crafts and may even grab the attention of people of different backgrounds, which can 

increase the number of tourist to the country to have access to these traditional crafts. UNESCO also 

supports and encourages both regional and international cooperation by promoting the meetings of 

experts. Moreover, there is no doubt that UNESCO has been the most active international organization 

that attempts to tackle the issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century at a global scale. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

1799 Goethe claimed the idea of collective ownership and protection of heritage 

1931 
The first International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic 

Monuments was held in Athens 

1970 “Cultural Heritage” replaced the word “historic monument”, thereby allowing 
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people to legally protect their assets 

2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

2005 
UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of 

Cultural Expressions 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

Please do use either British or American spelling (and be consistent) throughout your Research Report. 

When listing past UN Resolutions, it is suggested that you make use of bullet points and the specified 

format below: 

● The Athens Charter for the Restoration of Historic Monuments in Athens, 1931 

● The Venice Charter in Venice, 1964 

● Declaration on Cultural Diversity, 7 December 2000 

● European Declaration on Cultural Objectives, 24 May 1984 

● Recommendation on the Protection of the twentieth century architectural heritage, 9 September 

1991 (A/RES/91/13) 

● Resolution on Reviving of Monuments (A/RES/66/20) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Although there have been numerous attempts by each individual country to address the issue of 

promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century in the past few years, there is no question that a global 

effort of initiative is still lacking to tackle the issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century. This 

is mainly because countries lack to understand the concept of traditional crafts and the benefits that they 

can bring to the country if promoted and protected. Additionally, promoting traditional crafts in the 21st 

century will be different for every country, acknowledging the fact that each country has its own distinct 

traditional crafts. Thus, it appears to be very difficult in classify the different types of traditional crafts into 

the 4 broad categories of cultural heritage. This, furthermore, leads to the difficulty in coming up with a 

global solution to the issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century. The United Nations 

Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) among others, have been the most active 

and helpful towards resolving this issue through its adoption of different recommendations and 

declaration. Yet, it is said that more can and should be done to combat this issue. 
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Possible Solutions 

 With multiple different views from various countries on this issue, each individual nation may want 

to take different measures to solve the issue of promoting traditional crafts in the 21st century. Solutions 

may include a wide range of variety of actions that can be applicable to one or even both sides of the 

argument. The following is a list of some of the possible measures that a country can take in order to find 

a solution to ending this global dilemma.  

● Educate the people on what traditional crafts are and their importance 

● Encourage countries to register cultural sites of traditional crafts as a part of the World Heritage 

List 

● Develop programs in which people with different backgrounds can experience creating small 

traditional crafts 

● Brand and commercialize merchandise and different miniature products that allows tourists to 

understand the beauty and importance of the site of the intangible cultural heritage 

● Create and enforce new legislations that will increase the security in protecting cultural heritage 

sites 

● Declare a day dedicated to a special traditional craft, in which people will be able to celebrate by 

actually carrying on the creation of traditional craft and its knowledge 

● Allow the act of trademarking the process of creating traditional crafts 

● Produce new job opportunities in relation to protecting and promoting traditional crafts in the 21st 

century to ensure that people in the labor force will be able to earn a living and be employed 

● Introduce the UNESCO Award for Excellence for Handicrafts to more people, enabling them to 

produce quality products using traditional techniques, which will ensure their continuity  
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