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Introduction 

In this day and age, environmental concerns and human desires for sustainable development 

poses as an obstacle, as well as an opportunity for modern-day businesses. In today's world, we heavily 

rely on the use of natural resources to produce the many products that are necessary to our survival and 

that are used simply for luxury or the improvement of living standards. This unsustainable use of our 

planet's natural resources has had a negative impact on our planet. These include a rise in the earth's 

atmospheric temperature, large landfills of waste, contaminated water sources, etc. The main cause of 

the Earth's environmental problems is the burning of fossil fuels. This has led to an increase in the 

Earth’s overall surface temperature, which in turn has been leading to increased global warming. 

Although in the past the environment was no concern for private businesses, countries have made major 

strides in making companies “go green” within their borders in the past few years. In 1992, a conference 

concerning the aforementioned major strides was held in Rio de Janeiro. This conference, which is more 

commonly referred to as the Earth Summit, saw various government bodies and NGOs (Non-

Governmental Organisations) attend. This conference is regarded as the first step for the business 

sector in focusing on sustainable development.  

Enterprises, workplace practices, and the labour market are all different sectors in the business 

world that can evolve to help work towards this goal of going green. Enterprises can start by changing 

their business models to fit a more environmentally friendly approach. An example of this is how Tesla, 

an automobile company, has chosen to produce electric cars only. This helps reduce CO2 emissions 

each time customers purchase a Tesla rather than a gasoline fuelled car. Workplace practices can be 

altered to be more environmentally friendly when companies reduce the amount of resources that are 

wasted during and after production. Using a just in time (JIT) production scheme means that items are 

produced only as needed, and not mass produced and left sitting in warehouses. Workplaces can also 

be altered to run on more eco-friendly forms of power, such as solar panels for example. This would all 

culminate to a reduce use of resources when not needed. Labour markets can also be expanded to 

include more jobs within companies that are striving to become eco-friendlier. This report will analyse 
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how different countries and organizations worked towards becoming eco-friendlier, as well as the history 

of the concept. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Sustainable development 

  Sustainable development refers to the development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. This means managing our 

consumption of finite resources that are beneficial to the survival of our future generations. 

Labour Market 

 The availability of employment and labour, in terms of supply and demand. 

Greening 

 To develop and or incorporate principles of sustainability into business decisions within a 

company. 

Natural resources 

Industrial materials and capacities (such as mineral deposits and waterpower) supplied by 

nature.  

Fossil fuels 

A fuel (such as coal, oil, or natural gas) formed in the earth from plant or animal remains. This 
fuel is used to make oil and gas for cars, power generators for electricity, and as heat. Oil is the most 
important fossil fuel, and it comes from petroleum. Petroleum is excavated from below the earth’s 
surface through a process called distillation.  

Global warming 

 An increase in the earth's atmospheric and oceanic temperatures widely predicted to occur due 

to an increase in the greenhouse effect resulting especially from pollution. Global warming can cause an 

increase in average temperatures and temperature extremes, extreme weather events such as colder 

winters and hotter summers, and the melting of the polar ice caps. While there is scientific evidence to 

support the idea of global warming, many still deny its existence.  

Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) 

 Non-profit and sometimes international organisations that operate without the aid of any 

governmental body. Examples include Greenpeace, Save the Children and The Red Cross. 
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Background Information 

 Sustainable development is a concept that not only covers the harvesting of resources, but also 

the economic growth that occurs when said resources are harvested. According to Forbes, the oil and 

gas extraction industry is the third most profitable industry today. Initially humans weren't so well 

educated in the concept of sustainable development, as in the 60s it was a relatively new term. Within 

the last 50 years, humans have started changing ecosystems around the world to meet our ever-growing 

food, fuel, freshwater, and wood needs. Our extensive harvesting of these resources has caused the life 

in those ecosystems to suffer extensive and irreversible losses. While the human economy and lifestyle 

grows because of the harvesting of resources, the ecosystems we harvest from suffer immensely. Entire 

populations are rendered homeless because humans chop down trees and entire water sources are 

depleted for our own use. While many countries such as the Netherlands, France, Finland and the U.S 

have implemented renewable energy sources in their energy mix, there are countries that still haven't 

reached that point yet. Countries such as Russia and China are major polluters due to their industries 

reliance on non-renewable energy sources. China alone causes the most air pollution worldwide, and top 

twenty of the world's most polluted cities are in China. Though China has taken steps in reducing its 

carbon footprint by investing in renewable resources and creating jobs that use renewable resources, 

they still have a long way to go. 

Water pollution  

 The world’s natural reserves of fresh drinkable water are in critical supply. It is estimated that the 

reserves are just a fraction of 1%, with one in every five human beings having access to drinkable water. 

The water reserves have dwindled because of many reasons, but the two that stand out are ocean 

acidification and water pollution. Ocean acidification is caused when carbon dioxide released into the 

atmosphere - mainly caused by human activities - dissolves into water forming carbonic acid. Water 

pollution is caused when human activities are the direct result of a water sources contamination. An 

example of this is when an oil spill occurs on a man-made oil rig, which releases crude oil into the ocean. 

The negative effects of water pollution include the death of aquatic animals, disruptions in food-chains, 

the spread of diseases and the destruction of ecosystems. Governments try to reduce water pollution by 

enacting laws and policies that focus on recycling, greenhouse gasses and proper waste disposal. In the 

U.S the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) plays a large role in controlling pollution, as well as 

educating people on the dangers of pollution. The World Bank has warned of China’s future generations 

being at risk because of the lack of freshwater. More than 500 million people in the rural areas of China 

use contaminated water for consumption, which was contaminated due to industrialization. In 2011 the 

Chinese government even declared how 43% of its rivers aren't even suitable for human contact. 
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Air pollution 

Since 1970 many man-made emissions have caused the ozone layer to deteriorate over time, 

specifically the stratosphere. These emissions are called ozone-depleting substances (ODS). These 

substances can be toxic, and can cause major health concerns to the environment. In 1985 international 

action was taken, when various countries met at the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone 

Layer. From this convention came the basis for international reductions in the production of the harmful 

gasses known as chlorofluorocarbons. These glasses damage the ozone layer and also increase an 

individual's risk of developing skin cancer. Another cause for concern would be the issue of climate 

change. This is caused mainly by greenhouse gasses which are released into the air because of human 

activities, such as the aforementioned chlorofluorocarbons. China leads the world in greenhouse gas 

emissions because of its industry. In 2010, the environmental protection agency in China stated how 113 

cities failed to meet the national air standards. It was also reported by the World Bank that the top twenty 

cities with the worst air pollution are in China. The cause of all this pollution lies in China’s heavy 

industry, metal industry and its coal powered power plants. While countries such as the U.S, Netherlands 

and France use renewable sources within their energy mix, China is heavily reliant on coal to power it’s 
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industries. The air pollution in some cities is so bad that clear blue skies are rare, and a popular tour 

locations in China include the countryside where people can breathe fresh air. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United States 

            In 1970, the U.S passed the clean air act to regulate emissions from stationary and mobile 

sources. This law was put in place so that the Environmental Protection Agency of the United States 

could establish its National Ambient Air Quality Standards. These standards were meant to protect public 

health, as well as the environment. These standards meant that car manufacturers had to design 

vehicles that had reduced emission rates. Though there are laws and regulations in place to mediate the 

amount of pollution emitted within the U.S, President Donald Trump has expressed his opinions against 

the concept of climate change. President Trump has said that he would pull the U.S out of the Paris 

international climate agreement, reduce EPA funding, and has said that he believes global warming is a 

hoax invented by the Chinese.                                      

International Labour Organization (ILO) 

             The International Labour Organization (ILO) works to bring different governments, employers, 

and workers from 187 countries to set labour standards, develop policies and devise programmes 

promoting decent and sustainable work for all. The ILO has a 2030 development agenda that aims to 

incorporate 17 SDGs in the economic, environmental and social sectors. The agenda estimates that 600 

million new jobs will need to be created by 2030 to cover for the increasing population, and it aims to 

achieve this through the cooperation of different member states.  

China  

               China in the 21st century has industrialized very rapidly, and this industrialization is beginning 

to show within the environment. There are dangerously hazardous levels of both water and air pollution. 

As a result of this heavy pollution China has been a frequent target for natural disasters, and in 2011 

was ranked the number one country when it comes to being hit by natural disasters. The excessive 

amounts of natural disasters caused the city of Beijing to lose about 17 billion yuan because of 

damages. The most prominent issue in China is the air pollution. in 2012 more than two thirds of total 

waste gas emissions were caused by China’s industries. In 2014, however the government decided to 

take action against air pollution by making large investments in wind and solar power. This was done to 

replace its coal powered industries. Have also urged their people to give up any coal-powered home 

appliances in favour of more environmentally friendly alternatives. 
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Finland  

           Finland uses a combination of EU laws and its own laws when it comes to regulating businesses 

within its borders. There are also different branches that handle different aspects. Ympäristönsuojelulaki 

(Environmental protection act) controls pollution and emissions that is caused by general activities such 

as mining, excavation, improper disposal of waste, etc.    

Curacao  

 In 2008, the Caribbean island of Curacao implemented laws to ban the use of plastic bags on all 

supermarkets on the island. This action was taken due to the amount of damage plastic pollution has 

caused to the islands environment. Supermarkets have switched from plastic bags to reusable ones, and 

encourage customers to save these bags for future shopping trips. 

Aruba  

 In January of 2017 the island of Aruba also voted to ban the use of plastic bags nationwide. This 

is a much larger step forward than Curacao, who only banned the use of plastic bags in supermarkets. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

June 5–16, 1972.  

First milestone for environmental action on an intergovernmental level. Multiple 

countries gathered in Stockholm to discuss the impact of humans on the 

environment. 

June 3-14, 1992 

First step in businesses focusing on sustainable development. Countries 

gathered in Rio De Janeiro to discuss how the business community could 

continue providing economic growth while not sacrificing environmental health. 

August 26 - Sept. 4, 

2002 

Multiple leaders of Businesses and NGOs gathered to discuss sustainable 

development practices. The agreement that was reached was to restore the 

world’s fisheries (sites with the purpose of harvesting fish) that were depleted.  

June 20-22, 2012      
Multiple countries gathered in Rio once more to discuss how they could develop 

sustainable development goals, and implement green economy policies. 

December 12, 2015 

Countries convened in Paris to discuss to discuss the issues of climate change, 

and how countries can work together to reduce carbon emissions, slow global 

rising temperatures and help countries that currently suffer from the effects of 
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climate change. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Report of The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, 3-14 June 1992 

(A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. I) 

● Report of The Global Conference on The Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 

States, 25 April - 6 May 1994, (A/CONF.167/9) 

● The Future We Want, 27 April 2012, (A/RES/66/288) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Report of The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

This conference is regarded as the first step in the business sector on focusing on sustainable 

development and Involved various government bodies and NGOs. It also saw the creation of The World 

Business Council for Sustainable Development, which coordinated the participation of businesses in the 

summit. During the conference over 50 global business leaders came together to create a book showing 

how businesses could achieve economic growth while not compromising the protection of the 

environment. 

United Nations Conference on The Human Environment  

This conference is regarded as the first milestone for environmental action at an 

intergovernmental level. It saw countries gather in Stockholm to discuss the conflict between economic 

development and environmental protection. After the conference had concluded The United Nations 

Environmental Programme was created, which was a body intent on promoting international cooperation 

on environmental issues. 

 

Possible Solutions 

The automobile industry 

- The development of more eco-friendly cars 

- Increasing the production of electric automobiles 

Industrial manufacturing industry 
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- Increase the use of robotics with a renewable source of clean energy 

- Decrease the use of machinery with excessive amounts of toxic emissions 

Retail Industry 

- Reduce the use of plastic packaging 

- Increase the use of renewable energy to power all operations 

Travel and leisure industry 

- Increase the use of recycled products  

- Reduce the use of plastic bottles, bags, etc. 

-  Implement more renewable power sources in hotels 
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