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Introduction  

Poultry meat is one of the most widely-used animal source foods across multiple cultures and in 

numerous countries. Therefore, countries have been, ideally, using a standardized methodology for the 

execution of poultry chain steps. However, idealized situations, unfortunately, are only present in few 

countries, that truly contemplate a sanitized plan for meat and poultry production. Nevertheless, it is 

essential for every nation to follow guidelines that would ensure sanitary and humane treatment of the 

animals. 

Over the past decade, poultry and meat production has shown a drastic increment. The rising 

demand for poultry meat over the past decade has been strongly related to its rapid production and low 

costs relative to other meat products. Therefore, the process of producing a “proper” meat became 

automated, yielding a production process that assured profit while disregarding sanitation and humane 

treatment. Automated poultry production is generally conducted by for-profit companies that aim to 

maximize profit while minimizing the production duration. Furthermore, the demand is expected to rise in 

the following years as well, seeing as poverty rate in more economically developed countries is 

increasing, as wealth is accumulating in the hands of an elite portion of the people.  

On an additional note, in the era of globalization, it is inevitable to see diseases transmitted 

across continents and countries. Therefore, it is quite possible to see illicit poultry trade yielding an 

unhealthy result for both the consumers and animals around. Furthermore, considering the rise of 

automation in the field of poultry, it is inevitable to see disease transmitting among the animals. 

While there are numerous unhealthy methods on the field, livestock is considered to be the 

healthiest form of standards. The mentioned methods exhibited unhealthy traits as they are either not 

conducted in sanitized environment or are through insanitized machinery. However, due to reasons like 

the price of labor, expenditures that emerge from work required for maintaining the sanitized conditions, 

many either don’t prefer or can’t afford this option. However, on that note, it is essential for governments 

to either nationalize the sector or do public funding for preventing any misconducts on the field, rather 

than leaving the issue to public’s discretion or allowing the individual corporations to conduct the 
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operations through unhealthy means of automated production. There are numerous other sub-conflicts 

within the issue that involve trade, national guidelines, lack of government authority and historical 

decisions, which will be addressed. 

 

Definition of Key Terms  

Poultry farming 

Poultry farming is a process for raising domesticated animals, including ducks, chickens, turkey etc. 

This process can be conducted in various ways and with the rise of modern-day technology one can 

observe an automated architecture for this process. However, sanitation is an essential aspect of 

this process, without its presence through strictly defined guidelines, it is quite possible to see both 

threats to the animal clan living around and to the consumers. 

Live Stock 

Livestock are domesticated animals are raised in order to produce milk, eggs, or meat. They can live 

in natural or artificial areas. 

Consumer Purchasing Power 

This term refers to an individual’s ability to acquire certain commodities from a market. This term is 

crucial for the issue as automation of the production process reduces the poultry, meat prices, 

therefore, makes it more accessible to more people while alleviating the humane way of raising 

domesticated animals. As consumer purchasing power decreases drastically in certain regions, it is 

inevitable for people to purchase cheap products, which aren’t, generally, raised through sanitized 

means. 

Sapience 

While the denotation refers to wisdom, knowledge and awareness, this term leads to an ethical 

dilemma for the issue at hand. As animals are organisms with awareness of the surroundings, their 

live murder for meat production raises an ethical dilemma.  

Antibiotic 

“Product produced by living organisms such as yeast and destroys or inhibits the growth of other 

organisms, especially bacteria” (Extension, Animal welfare glossary). 
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Background Information  

Historical Background 

Throughout history, methods have changed in accordance with contemporary technology. Some, 

however, have been maintained regardless of innovations in technology. These original methods, given 

that they were conceived in a period that had no regard for hygiene or the humane treatment of animals, 

are not always suitable for modern day use. For instance, during the era of ancient empires both animals 

and sapiens had a life expectancy of approximately sixty years as both of the organisms weren’t living 

under sanitized conditions, and geological evidence has been collected proving the dangers of 

consumption at the time, alongside the “uncivilized” treatment of animals. 

In the 19th Century the British Parliament passed its first animal welfare legislation, as cruelty 

against animals had drastically risen. Then, with the rising demand, the producers aimed to increase the 

production as well, therefore, automation became very common after 1914. This drastic change 

stimulated the US congress into passing the first animal welfare act. However, on global scale, the 

production continues with a speed faster-than-ever while sanitary checks are happening. 

Use of Technological Advancement 

Technological advancement revoked animal presence from the farm to industrialized locations 

leading to numerous health risks. While many farm living standards provide the necessary health 

conditions in a natural environment, industrialized locations provide the exact contrary. Animals in 

industrialized conditions are treated as regular products that need to be processed before being 

presented to a consumer and are stored in cages that limit their movement. Therefore, animals are kept 

in cages that restrict the area for proper birth a new egg and nurturing. Similar to a human birth, animals 

require a place for free movement as well, which isn’t provided in the aforementioned cages. 

Additionally, the use of antibiotics has increased drastically over the years. Antibiotics force 

animals to maintain their lives in unsanitary conditions, while still providing the necessary commodities. 

Furthermore, as the animals are kept in dirty conditions, it is inevitable for humans to be infected by the 

meat they eat. 

Technological advancements led to numerous ethical dilemmas as animals started to be 

considered as production materials rather than sentient beings. Technological development has 

overseen the animals’ health requirements, quite similar to a defective fabric. However, many still focus 

on the financial aspect of the situation rather than the moral aspect. 

Change in Production Techniques 
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As mentioned above, poultry production has shifted from manual involvement to automatic 

systems. However, coming to the specifics, there are numerous technical and biological differences. As 

humans, animals require individual treatment as well. For chickens, their weight and genetic information 

are essential for treatment, however, this information isn’t regarded in many industrialized production 

centers. Therefore, the proper development of a chicken is generally disregarded. 

As mentioned above, the production with contemporary techniques are leading to numerous 

ethical dilemmas as they generally regard animals as regular products. However, it is inevitable to 

acknowledge that the very old methods (such as mere beheading in a natural environment) are 

becoming extinct. 

Poultry Chain  

Poultry chain describes the steps of chicken production. These steps are essential for the 

delegates as each and every single one of them should be well regulated. These steps are production, 

transportation, processing, packaging, storage and retailing. 

The initial step is production, which has been explained by now. To sum up, the essential 

features of a sanitized production should definitely enable a healthy consumption and a sustainable 

model for acquiring commodities from the subjected animal. 

The next step is transportation of the goods or the products. Firstly, as humans, animals have 

requirements for their living standards. Therefore, the necessary ambient conditions should be provided 

to animals in order to maintain their stress levels if they are being transported alive. If they are being 

transported dead, companies should ensure that these animals are shipped in a sanitary way that does 

not allow any foreign contaminants to pollute the meat. However, the contrary has been observed for 

transactions that have profiting as its primary focus. 

The following two steps are processing and packaging. These two are quite similar to the initial 

step. The only necessity is to ensure having a sanitized environment. Processing and packaging, it has 

been argued, should be carried out in a way that ensures that the animal is treated with some element of 

dignity while it is prepared for human consumption. This is also seen as unprofitable and as such is 

generally disregarded. Packaging is the most important way that regulatory bodies can communicate 

with consumers and as such focus has been placed on packaging as a way of telling the consumers 

what they are buying, for example through the use of Fairtrade or organic labelling. Many countries have 

separate laws describing whether or not foods are allowed to be labelled in this manner, but packaging is 

an important aspect of the process regardless to be considered because it can be used to great effect in 

ensuring that the consumer knows what they are getting. 

Socio-Economic Aspect   
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For every step in the poultry chain, different methods can be used. However, these methods 

range from clinically unchecked ones to highly sanitized ones. As the spectrum approaches the former 

the price drops. Therefore, in many industrialized centers, the first option is implemented for maximizing 

profit and increasing consumers’ purchasing power.  

While this aspect of the issue might have a significance for each individual, it is possible to see 

the problem on a national scale as well.In nations with less developed technological advancements, it is 

almost unfeasible for achieving fully sanitized conditions in order to properly raise an animal. These 

nations also lack a consumer body with the spending power to actually purchase animals that have been 

raised organically or in perfect conditions, because the products from these animals are necessarily 

more expensive. As such, the promotion of international collaboration is essential on this topic, 

potentially with regard to ensuring that consumers in developing nations have access to humane, clean 

protein despite a lack of funding. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved  

European Union 

The European Union has a single law for every Member State, while minor differences can be 

observed. The EU regulations are considered to be the epitome of meat, poultry production in the globe 

with its highly sensitive sanitary check.  

FAO (Food and Agricultural Organization) 

FAO is indirectly interlinked with the topic at hand. FAO’s fundamental mission is defeating 

hunger in a global scale. However, it disregards the notion of “mere feeding will bring benefit”. Therefore, 

it strongly defends sanitized food production and as poultry is a cheap section of the entire nutrition 

industry it is a valuable asset for the FAO. 

India & China 

Both of these nations have regulations that enforce production only in licensed slaughterhouses, 

however, many slaughter animals publicly. The animals, specifically the chicken, are generally kept in 

cages and are given the necessary nutrients. Therefore, many chickens die even before they reach the 

market. Additionally, as these animals are kept in unsanitary places and are fed antibiotics to combat the 

diseases that are inevitable in such cramped, dirty conditions. However, antibiotics pose a threat to 

human health and can lead to the creation of ‘superbugs’ that can wreak havoc on communities. 

Israel 
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The use of Kosher production in Israel is a crucial factor for maintaining the animals’ health. 

Therefore, Israel is one of the top countries with healthy meat production. While Kosher meat production 

is not possible in certain countries, its sanitary rules can be followed, quite similar to Islamic ones. 

Therefore, halal meat, which is very common across the Middle East, is also a very clean one with its 

special procedures for production. 

 

 

Timeline of Events  

Date Description of event 

1600 - 1800    Philosophers, for the first time in history, pose the question regarding animal 

healthcare and Ireland passes the first law for protecting animal rights. 

1835 Britain passes its first Cruelty to Animal Act. However, this act does show much 

effect on meet production, but rather a minor incentive for people to regard the 

street animals with higher respect. 

1906 Meat inspection act in the United States was legislated, however, it only 

regulated the poultry chain before and after the slaughter.  

1997 HACCP based inspection model project is proposed and taken into effect in the 

United States 

December 16th, 2002 EU directive 2002/99/EC passes, creating a regional standardization on meat 

and poultry production. 

June 2010 UN Secretary general delivered a statement regarding global meat 

consumption. 

April 2018 FAO published market overview report* for 2017, agreeing with the former UN 

secretary general on the necessity for decreasing meat consumption. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events  

● As the matter at hand is an internal issue for the many countries, UN has not yet executed a 

treaty on this issue or conducted an event. But over the years, many secretary generals have 

released statements denouncing the inhumane treatment of animals. On June 2010 UN 

secretary general stated his desire for decreasing the global consumption of meat products. 

The released report states that perseverance against poverty and climate change are the 

reasoning behind this precaution. However, animal rights haven’t been a particular issue that a 

UN secretary general has ever tackled. 
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● Although UN has no direct involvement, FAO as an organization under UN’s roof has shown 

numerous activities over the past years as mentioned in the Major Countries/Organizations 

section. FAO has released numerous statements and the most impactful ones have been on 

the creation of genetic diversity, poultry’s essential nature to human health and sustainable 

meat production.  

  

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue  

  While there hasn’t been an international attempt directly on resolving the issue at hand, 

organizations like European Union has declared a regional law that enforces nations to strictly implement 

certain sanitization methods. As it is unfeasible to create global guidelines, the solution presented by the 

European Union would be a great example as countries that have similar policies and social systems are 

implementing similar rules, which can be done for regions like South East Asia or Middle East and North 

Africa.  

Possible Solutions  

Sanitized Means for Implementing the Poultry Chain 

Delegates should take every single step of the poultry chain into account. By tackling the respective 

steps, the issue should be resolved in many aspects. As mentioned above, sanity is an essential 

aspect in every single step of this issue, alongside the maintenance of the necessary conditions 

for animals to maintain a healthy life, which would be useful for sustainable production as well. 

Implementation of Regional Guidelines 

Additionally, delegates should bear in mind that the issue at hand shall be resolved in a national 

basis while having regulations for international transactions. While it is essential t think on national 

basis, having regional cooperation, similar to EU regulations, would be useful as countries in certain 

regions share similar socio-economic features. 

Licensed Production 

Stronger inspection on unlicensed slaughter houses would also be an essential step for resolving 

the issue. In countries with low level of government authority, illicit trade is very frequent, and as 

food is an essential aspect of the daily lives many work in unlicensed slaughter houses for selling 



 The Hague International Model United Nations|2019 27th January 2019 – 1st February 2019  

        

Research Report | Page 8 of 8  

  

poultry or other meat products. Such unlicensed houses should be revoked from the market or 

should be regulated either through inspection or nationalization. 

Implementation of International Border Security and Inspection 

As illicit trade through means of tax evasion is becoming more and more common, UN can be 

involved with the issue through means of border security and control. While certain Member States 

might be resentful towards guidelines for border security, it might be for the international benefit if 

border security is implemented through means that don’t interfere with the internal affairs of 

respective Member States. 
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