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Introduction

Children are perhaps the worst victims of regional conflicts who are shackled by the

heavy duties of military service at a young age in a highly dangerous and unfruitful life.

Thousands of these hidden tragedies occur in every dark corner of the world. This issue has

increased in intensity by several folds with new conflicts breaking out and older ones escalating

to greater heights. This bleak situation for children has appealed to the wider international

community to initiate DDR programmes in order to secure a bright and stable future for our next

generation.

Children are typically advantageous for military armies as they require limited ration, lack

a heightened sense of danger and are more obedient to their superiors. Therefore, armed

non-state organizations have commonly targeted the children population to serve for their

militaristic purposes. This as a result urges these non-state organizations to forcefully coerce

these children to join their cause and serve as military soldiers. On the other hand, children due

to overwhelming socioeconomic pressures, also voluntarily join these non-state organizations

as the only method for survival especially due to the absence of key institutional systems. As a

result, these push factors further allow non-state organizations to exploit the children population

for their military agendas.

This overarching situation is akin to innocent and vulnerable children slowly sinking into

a military life of danger and instability. Therefore, it is imperative to develop a viable framework

governed by the principles of DDR to overcome the myriad of pressing factors that drive the

recruitment of child soldiers. The welfare and future of these unfortunate children are in the

hands of the delegates of the international security council, and these delegates must pave a



path for eternal prosperity and stability of these children to avoid the continuity of this issue in

the future.

Definition of Key Terms:

DDR
DDR programmes, abbreviated for Demobilisation, Disarmament and Reintegration, is a

vital process that ex-combatants undergo to take a step towards normalcy. This type of program

greatly differs between adults and children where the process of integration is more emphasised

for children. Reintegration mainly entails the process of receiving a new home and earning

adequate education for the child’s own welfare. However, amidst a conflict, such a situation

faces numerous obstacles that must be overcome for successful DDR programmes.

Child soldiers
According to international law, any individual under the age of 18 is prohibited to join

military forces even voluntarily. When children under this age limit are recruited, these childrens

are then termed child soldiers. These children are recruited voluntarily or by force due to the

existence of a number of factors and conditions.

Push and Pull factors
Push and pull factors in this topic are the reasons why children may choose to voluntarily

join military ranks. The push factors are reasons which urges children to leave their previous

situations whereas pull factors are lucrative benefits presented by the occupation of child

soldiers. These push and pull factors stand at the root of the problem of child soldiers.

Non state organizations:
Non-state organizations are groups or parties that offend certains laws, usually

international laws, despite knowing the implications of their actions. In this case, non-state

groups are the most common type of recruiters of child soldiers since they benefit the most from

children in their military ranks.

Social Influence
Social influence is the phenomena where people particularly are lured to join a certain

cause or adopt a certain mindset. This instrument is clearly applied in child soldiers where



children adopt their family’s or community’s belief and turn to popular militia groups as a means

to fight for their adopted cause. This instrument has shown to be extremely powerful and difficult

to tackle due to the nature of this persuasion instrument since it is difficult to contain it on an

individual case.

Exploitative labour
Exploitative labour is the situation where people are forced or coerced to work in

unfavourable conditions with little or no remuneration. In the topic at hand, the international

community initially declared child soldiers as a form of exploitative labour, and later revised it to

being more severe then typical exploitative labour. This attribution highlights the degree of the

humanitarian crimes being committed by recruiters of child soldiers.

Background Information:

Child soldiers have been intertwined with the fabric of humanity's rich history of tragic

wars and conflicts, particularly known for the advantageous logistics gained by militaries.

However, the recruitment of child soldiers also spells the end of a secure and bright future for an

innocent child as they are pushed to a life of danger and despair as pawns on a volatile chess

board. Even though the recruitment of Child soldiers has been prohibited by international law

and attributed as exploitative labour by the UN, it still thrives in the darkest and bloodiest

corners of our world where conflict triggers this tragic humanitarian crisis. Therefore, to counter

the growing emergence of child soldiers, DDR programmes are being implemented with a key

focus on prevention of recruitment and successful reintegration of existing child soldiers.

When devising a strategy to successfully execute DDR programmes for child soldiers, it

is imperative that delegates inspect and address the two distinct issues that have been

uprooting this humanitarian crisis. In order to achieve a lasting solution, it is essential to shield

children from the conditions created by a conflict, in particular containing the social influence

and limiting the accessibility of arms and ammunition within the region. Furthermore, vital

deteriorating institutional systems including economic, schooling and policing systems must be

repaired and strengthened to its core to adequately equip children and their families to a

sustainable living. In this research report, the overarching topic has been divided into two

different sections, and delegates are recommended to ideally draft clauses and resolutions

pertaining to a single specific topic that aligns best with their country’s stance.



Vulnerability towards active conflicts

The hotspots of child soldiers are usually associated with active regional conflicts and

disputes. In fact, DRC, Somalia, Yemen, and Syria all boast the highest number of children

soldiers while being involved in tragic conflicts. This ominous correlation is spurred by the

evident absence of international law within these countries and is likely to continue without the

establishment of peace and stability. Additionally, the proliferation of weaponry and ammunitions

and extreme policies adopted by terrorist groups encourages the emergence of child soldiers. It

is crucial to design a framework that diffuses the most violent conflicts within the world and

addresses the factors contributing to Child soldiers.

Social Influence

It is not uncommon to witness children succumb to the social influence and

pressure created by their parents and surroundings to join militant groups. Children's

moral and political compass is often guided by their parents who influence their

children’s choices and decisions. Therefore, children may voluntarily choose to join a

political or militant group that their family believes or support within as the solution to the

national problems. These children are often aware of the implication of their decisions

and the occupation and field entering. This situation is extremely common when

non-state organizations stand on the foundation of extreme ideologies and appeal to the

sensitive values of citizens and children such as jihadism or nationalism. Although, more

concerningly, this social instrument may trigger a long term and vicious cycle of social

influence since values and beliefs passed down through generations leading to a healthy

supply of child soldiers for non state organizations to exploit.

Arms and Ammunition:

Arms and ammunition play a key role in the conversion of innocent children into

aggressive children. As a matter of fact, the only difference between a child and a child

soldier is a mere loaded weapon. During a region wide conflict, the flow of ammunition

and arms marginally increase leading to higher probability of recruitment of potential

soldiers including children. Illicit trade of arms and ammunitions contribute to the

immense supply of arms and ammunitions within conflicts; this supply is often fuelled by

external member states who support a political party within the conflict. For instance,

Hamas, an extreme militant party that controls the Gaza strip in Palestine, receives the



majority of its weapons from Syria and Iran. Along with the illicit arms trade, corrupt

elements within the military and policing also worsens the overall situation, as incidents

of smuggling of arms and ammunition or deployment of weapons by unauthorized

individuals are overlooked by unethical officials. A framework must be designed to tackle

these factors to stem the supply and presence of arms and ammunition within the

conflict zones.

Absence of Key Institutional Systems

The most prominent method of recruitment of child soldiers occurs when children

voluntarily join due to social and economic pressures. These are due to the absence of the

educational institutions, policing network and economic system leaving children endangered to

a career of a child soldier. This is further worsened when certain families depend upon their

children as a sole breadwinner and hence are forced to join military groups. These inevitable

circumstances without key systems drive children to join armed groups. It is imperative to

establish key systems and institutions to minimize the possibilities of children voluntarily

enlisting in militant groups.

Educational Institution

Education is a cornerstone of a child’s stable and secure life, a privilege that child

soldiers cannot access. Child soldiers rarely have an opportunity to gain the basic

education as the occupation’s duties limit their activities to military service. Although,

other obstacles often stand in the way of children to receive an adequate education. The

education facilities within a conflict zone are often compromised due to significant

collateral damage from the wartime attacks. The poorly maintained schooling

infrastructure available within the nations limits the quality of education available to

children. In other cases, families and parents prioritize safety and healthcare over

education when living in conflict zones since they are reluctant to send their children to

educational institutions through blood filled streets with surging levels of crimes. In fact,

girl attendance at school institution has incredibly dropped due to the fear of kidnapping

for sexual trafficking purposes. This plethora of problems have contributed to the

dwindling attendance rate at school and must be overcome to successfully initiate DDR

programmes.

Economic Systems



A regional conflict often has devastating ramifications on the economy, leading to

lower economic output, investment, trade and growth for the nation. This also spells an

increased unemployment rate leading to diminished income on a household level.

Unemployment can push many families into extreme poverty and financial difficulties.

These unprecedented situations inevitably drive parents and families to unwillingly

convert their children into child soldiers for militia groups within the area. This change

often becomes irreversible as children become the breadwinner of the family while adults

gradually lose their skillset and become unqualified for their former occupation. This

concerning situation can easily be circumvented by adopting appropriate economic

policies and reforms to avoid an economic spiral. Furthermore, unemployment benefits

or financial aid should be introduced and initiated in conflict zones to eliminate the

possibility of economic pressures leading to child recruitment as soldiers.

Policing systems:

A nation amid a conflict desperately requires a strong policing system to maintain

internal balance and stability. Although, such a feature is rare which contributes to the

internal chaos and fails the prevention of recruitment of child soldiers. It clearly lies in the

local police’s district to monitor any violation of judicial or international law and punish

the perpetrator with the appropriate penalty. Therefore, numerous conflict-ridden nations

have already implemented new laws and regulations to prohibit the emergence of child

soldiers. However, the failure of the policing system compounded by corruption elements

have boosted the confidence of child recruiters who frequently go under the radar

despite committing such significant crimes. Therefore, it is imperative that the local

police is trained and equipped to uphold law and establish justice relating to child

soldiers in order to successfully execute DDR.

The range of problems that exist within conflict zones have hindered the success of

current DDR programmes. Primarily, the chaos ensued by long conflicts and the absence of

key institutional institutions has made it extremely difficult to eliminate child soldiers or even

contain its emergence. The situation is further worsened when the situation is widespread

and occurring in a number of different regions and countries. These challenges in the path of

DDR programmes must be overcomed promptly to ensure that the root problem is addressed

and the future of children is secured, otherwise, these conflict zones are likely to become the

hotbeds of decades of child soldiers.



Major Countries and Organizations involved

Nations involved in active conflicts

Numerous countries in the world are known for the recruitment of child soldiers for their

military agendas either by non-state organizations or the state itself especially during times of

conflict. This concerning situation has further highlighted the importance of executing and

implementing successful DDR programmes within conflicted regions. Although first and

foremost, certain nations such as Afghanistan or Democratic Republic of Congo, must begin

adopting agendas to prohibit the recruitment of child soldiers by national law before developing

DDR programmes. In other nations, despite positive intentions, efforts have not yet drawn fruit

as not all of the internal stakeholders have fulfilled their responsibilities. These internal

stakeholders - specifically the military & policing authorities, local or national government and

the civil society – all face distinct challenges that must be solved as listed below.

Military authorities and local police

To successfully initiate any DDR programmes, the first step lies in demobilising

and disarming the armed combatant by an equipped and trained military force. However,

only in certain cases local police and military authorities are able to neutralize the child

soldier and its superior. In fact, sometimes the local police are overpowered and

outnumbered by the non-state forces which disincentives any strict action to establish

justice. In other cases, there may be corrupt elements existing in the ranks of military

authorities and the local police which further shackles the process of demobilisation and

disarmament. Moreover, the military authorities and local police are also responsible for

neutralizing ex-combatants that perform violent behaviour in public or private areas.

Although this may be equally important it is often rare to see such incidents as child DDR

programmes have not shown much fruit in the past decade.

Civil society

Civil society evidently plays a major role in the reintegration component of DDR

programmes since children must be welcome in a positive environment to the society. It

is expected that key members of the society must enrol and cater the child with proper

education, health and even psychological treatment if required. Often, children are

usually adopted from children admission camps that eventually paves the living of the



child to a better future. Their legal guardians are then responsible to serve all the child’s

needs and necessities. However, this situation is usually idealistic as child soldiers are

not easily reintegrated in the society due to an absence of a competent and willing

guardian. This as a result leads to these misfortunate children to be pushed into

orphanages or admission camps for the majority of their life without properly

re-integrating into society.

National or local government

A national or local government or its NGO are the primary bodies that monitor the

DDR programmes in place within the country. Therefore, the success of the DDR

program is proportional to the efforts implemented by the local or national program.

Despite the important duties tasked to these governing bodies, governments usually give

limited attention and interest to the DDR programmes as they are preoccupied with the

chaotic conflict. This although may be justifiable but it undoubtedly leaves child soldiers

to a life of violence and bloodshed. The lack of involvement by the national or local

government hinders the coordination of DDR strategies between the military and the civil

society.

MEDCs

MEDCs may not be a victim of this humanitarian concern of child soldiers but are primed

to aid fellow member states and solve this problem through their plethora of resources. Even

though MEDCs may have the capacity to solve this humanitarian crisis, they are more

captivated by the political situation and developments to fulfil their national agenda. In other

cases, the MEDCs are justifiably more concerned by the dire refugee situations and strive to

secure the safety of these masses of refugees instead of liberating children from military lives.

For MEDCs and global superpowers, it would always be standing in a tough situation to allocate

their financial resources where either option could be costly for the welfare of children or

refugees.

International organizations (i.e. UN)

International organizations' efforts can further strengthen the DDR strategies implemented by

local stakeholders. Often, these organizations can commit their peacekeeping forces to oversee

the demobilisation and disarmament processes of child soldiers. Simultaneously, these



organizations have also dedicated considerable funding and established admission camps for

children to smoothen the reintegration to society process. These international organizations'

efforts have yielded considerable success as they have amplified DDR strategies within a

conflicted region and brought increased coordination between key players to the table.

Therefore, it is expected that these humanitarian organizations continue to spearhead the DDR

programmes with increased support from other key stakeholders.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

Pre 1945 Prior to the establishment of United Nations and the defeat of Nazi Germany,

child soldiers were commonly used by both allies and the axis force as a

tactical advantage in their military ranks. This was quite common with forced

conscription producing young soldiers below the age of 18. Perhaps, the

absence of a legal definition of a child compounded by a lack of an age

verification process contributed to the extensive use of children in warfare.

1949 The protocols I and II in the Geneva Conventions listed 15 as the minimum

age of 15 for involvement in wartime activities. This age was deemed

respectable and reasonable and was implemented by several MEDCs.

1984 Studies by UNICEF in Uganda and South America on child soldiers shed

further light on how war has affected unfortunate children and the implications

it has on them both physically and mentally. These studies marked the

beginning of the controversial topic of child soldiers.

1985 The United Nations concludes that child soldiers are also a condemnable

form of exploitative labour. They also believe that the minimum age of war

involvement should be increased to 18. Simultaneously, UNICEF publishes

relevant articles, such as “ Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances”,

which elaborates on the humanitarian crisis faced by children.

1990 The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child is finally approved

by the Organization of African Unity (OAU). The implementation of this

charter sets 18 as the required age for conflict and prohibits the recruitment



of children for war. Yet, little progress was made in the years to follow as the

continent was continuously plunged into chaos by numerous conflicts.

1994 The human right watch started to publish articles pertaining to child soldiers'

situations in Africa. These articles highlight the deteriorating conditions of

child soldiers and the status of child soldiers at war. These articles

successfully garner the attention of the international community leading to

stronger sentiment against child soldiers.

1996 The United Nations Secretary General appoints Olara Otunnu as the Special

Representative for Children and Armed Conflict. This monumental event

streamlined UN efforts against child soldiers through a single entity.

1998 The Rome Statute of the ICC declares that any child under the age of 15

recruited for military services is considered a crime. Culprits who step out of

line would also be severely punished.

25th August1999 Resolution 1261 was passed by the United Nations. Resolution 1261 states

that child soldiers are a threat to international security and judges child

soldiers as a more severe deed than exploitative labour.

25th May 2000 After six long years of gruelling negotiations, the general assembly finally

adopts “The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on

the involvement of children in armed conflict”. It clearly states that children

under the age of 18 are prohibited to participate in wartime activities. Canada

becomes the first nation to sign and ratify the optional protocol with others

quickly following suit.

20th November 2001 The United Nations passed resolution 1379; this resolution requests member

states to prosecute non-state actors who recruit child soldiers and utilize

them for military services. This resolution also tasks the Secretary General to

generate a list of offending parties.

2002 The secretary general publicly releases a list of organizations and parties that

recruit child soldiers. These organizations’ location of operation is also

indicated for reference. As a result, the international community condemns



these organizations and urges respective states to neutralize these parties.

30th January 2003 The United Nations passes resolution 1460 which requires member states

that shelter child soldiers to explain their course of actions to deal with the

problem.

22nd April 2004 The United Nations expands on resolution 1460 with the approval of

resolution 1539; resolution 1539 clearly underlines the importance of

justification of their actions to tackle the problem. If member states don’t show

sufficient progress or commitment by member states, the UN would inevitably

intervene into the humanitarian situation.

26th July 2005 United Nations passes resolution 1612 which assigns the creation of a

database that records the usage of child soldiers worldwide. This reporting

system would hopefully dissuade parties from using child soldiers.

2006-2021 During this phase, the world saw mixed progress as the usage of child

soldiers was abolished in developing areas while recruitment exponentially

increased in conflict zones. Currently, 14 nations dominantly shelter child

soldiers with many located in the Middle East or Africa. Yet, the international

community and the UN has a long way to go before the eradication of child

soldiers worldwide.

24th January 2022 THIMUN Hague Commences!

Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions

● Resolution 1261, 25 August 1999

● Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of

Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC), also known as Child Treaty, 25 May 2000

● Resolution 1379, 20 November 2001

● Resolution 1460, 30 January 2003

● Resolution 1539, 22 April 2004

● Resolution 1612, 26 July 2005



Previous Attempts

Recording and Reporting incidents of child soldiers’ usage

Recording and reporting incidents of child soldiers began as early as the 1990s when

Resolution 1379 authorized the creation of a reporting system and tasked the UN secretary

general to generate annual reports on countries that still contain child soldiers. This strategy

hoped that the pressure generated by the international community would eventually dissuade

these non-state organizations to continue the usage of child soldiers. Even though the reporting

system was executed properly, neither the international community nor the national government

were able to impose any adverse consequences on these perpetrators. This lack of changed

attitude proved fatal as it provides non-state organizations confidence to continue the usage of

child soldiers. In the future, it is imperative that the international community take the vital steps

to disincentive child soldiers’ recruitment such as severing ties or imposing sanctions on

offending parties.

DDR programs led by NGOs and international organizations

Efforts have been independently executed by NGOs and international organizations to

disarm, demobilise and reintegrate child soldiers in conflict zones. These DDR programmes

govern on the principle of reunion of children with their families in order to acquire a secure life.

However, these initiatives are often found to be quite sparse and ineffective with the obstacles

challenging successful DDR programs. In fact, several child soldier’s families and relatives are

either dead due to the conflict or are unwilling or unable to accept and cater the needs of the

child. On the other hand, other citizens and civilians are also unwilling to adopt a child soldier

due to the various implications. These individual case by case problems greatly reduce the

success rates of the DDR programs. On a large scale, these issues are further compounded

when the national/local government fails to cooperate with these NGOs to draw fruitful

outcomes. However, it should also be noted that the active conflicts also deter any strategy to

combat child recruitment as the chaos often overshadows other problems and priority of

children safety is diminished greatly. Therefore, to fully maximise these NGOs intentions, it is

important that all stakeholders align themselves on the situation and then properly spearhead

and monitor DDR programs amidst conflicts.

Possible Solutions



Imposing fines, tariffs or even sanctions on perpetrating parties

Often, severe humanitarian issues such as child recruitment fades into the background

due to the political volatility in conflicted regions. Despite the detrimental implications of these

actions, most governments and non-state organizations often continue to recruit child soldiers

for military agenda. The absence of any punishment or consequence of their actions

incentivises these perpetrators to continue using child soldiers at lines of action. To avoid this

hazardous situation, the international community should attempt to align and impose stringent

sanctions and tariffs to deter any recruitment of child soldiers. In other cases where non-state

organizations are adopting such wartime strategies, key neighbouring nations should cut ties

and halt trade in an attempt to overpower such extreme parties. With an eye on the future, if

more compulsive actions are frequently taken by the international community, then it is likely

that organizations and countries would respect international law and avoid child recruitment.

Establishing a UN body with a primary focus on child rights in conflicted region

During times of conflicts, limited coordination is in place to tackle the issue of child

recruitment between the key stakeholders. As a result, the individual efforts are not highly

effective in drawing out significant or fruitful results as mentioned previously. Therefore, to

amplify NGO initiatives and strengthen the unity between different stakeholders and institutions,

a UN body must be created that primarily focuses upon the development of infrastructure and

execution of DDR programmes to aid child soldiers. This UN body would be able to fund the

institutions to oversee the welfare of citizens and children, whilst simultaneously supporting the

police, NGOs and the local government to perform the DDR programmes. The UN body could

also send international peacekeeping forces to the region to restore stability and security for the

civilians and children as well as providing UNHCR trained officials to productively monitor DDR

admission camps. In summary, a UN body could spearhead the whole DDR programme and

consolidate current efforts with its plethora of resources.

Halting active conflicts by deciphering a lasting solution through dialogue and peace

Achieving a lasting conclusion to bloody conflicts and initiating post-war development is

essential to halt the humanitarian conflict at hand. Clearly, the root of the problem is the conflict

which sparks the need for military services from child soldiers. The intensity of this problem

once again shows the importance of reaching eternal peace and rebuilding countries from the

ashes of conflicts. Undeniably, there is no clear-cut approach to ending conflicts, especially the



complex ones with conflicting agendas from different sides. Although, nations must be more

open and considerate to the idea of compromise such that conflicts actually reach a resolution

rather than further bloodshed. This can only be conducted by hosting dialogue between key

parties and drawing a mutually beneficial solution to the conflict. Without finding a solution to

these conflicts, the existence of child soldiers would inevitably continue for numerous decades

to come as militia groups and non-state organizations would naturally exploit children for their

military agenda. Therefore, the success of DDR programs remains strongly correlated with the

stability and peace in the region.
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