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Introduction

International terrorism has been developing and evolving for centuries, however nowadays the

issue is larger than ever. In addition to more periodic attacks, international terrorism has spanned out

from certain groups to individual actions. In this research report will be discussing the origin and solution

to this ongoing and increasing problem. Furthermore, will be focusing on two specific subtopics when

discussing this issue, due to the broad and extensive topics that is international terrorism and organzied

crime. These two topics are: direct action and intervention and preventing the underlying factors and

causes. Since the interference and creation of Al Queida in the 1990s terrorism and organized crime

have popularized and become greater threats than ever. The original goals of both criminal activities

were to call attention to a movement or cause in order to bring a change, however in recent years it

appears to have converted into a way of targeting governments through civilians.

It is imperative to understand the difference between organzied crime and international terrorism

before discussing how to tackle the link between them. The main difference is the goal of the crime. In

international terrorism the main objective is that through the use of violence people are able to intimidate

or pursuade citizens or a government of personal social or political goals. On the other hand, organized

crime may use violence or methods of manipulation, however their end goal is making a profit, instead

of having an agenda for change in a country.
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Definition of Key Terms

Terrorism

The use of violence and criminal activity in order to obligate a given government to change policies.

Domestic Terrorism

The crime committed took place against fellow citizens in the perpetrator’s own home country.

International Terrorism

International terrorism is the acts of violence carried out by groups or individual, with the inspiration

of international/foreign organization or the association to them.

Organized Crime

Crime and violence which is organized in order to achieve the goal of making a profit and no political

gain.

Al Qaeda

Al Qaeda is an Islamist militant group (Sunni), with international connections and networks of

extremist Islamic and Salafist jihadists. The group was established during the Soviet - Afghan War,

by Osama bin Laden in 1988 and other Arabi volunteers.

Ideological Factors

The ideological factors are those such as beliefs, values, morals and culture, where a group of

people share the same goals and aims. This is what leads to most stereotypical terrorist attacks.
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Background Information

Criminal activity has been part of society since the dawn of civilization, as underprivileged people

have aimed to achieve riches through easy and quick methods such as lying, cheating and stealing,

these were the first acts of modern day organized crime. Moreover, people solved disputes with murder

and at times it was not considered a crime, however, nowadays this historical trait has been developing

and evelouting into life threatening and dangerous crimes. Similarly, terrorism, depending on the way

the term is defined, can be traced back to 1 century AC, when Sacarii Zealots, a radical offshoot group,

first displayed characteristics of modern day terrorism. The issue arrises when these two criminal groups

unify, and organized crime and desire of profit, allies with terrorist groups who have international power.

When together, the criminal activity increases and endangers more people due to the power and

number of people involved.

Direct Action and Intervention

Direct intervention would mean employing short term, urgent policies which aim to tackle the

issue by combatting organized crime and international terrorism head on rather than implementing

solutions that will yield results down the line. Most solutions which are observed in battling terrorism

have a long term goal of preventing the issue, howeever, this causes current loses of life and

endangers many civilians. In this subtopic delegates should focus on possible direct solutions that will

also benefit in the long run. International terrorism and organized crime are difficult to tackle as both

have desperate, angry or hateful people who are either looking for validation, improvement of life

conditions, change in politics. Therefore, direct action can include anything from established

rehabilitation centers to periodic talks with children who are still developing, to ensure their safety and

awareness. When battling terrorism with direct intervention it is important to be careful with temporarily

providing an end to the attacks, but only endangering more people in the end.

The subtopic of direct action intervention requires the consideration of external factors, which

can influence the link between the two crimes. Such factors include: global pandemic, inflation, famine,

corruption, poverty, etc. Terrorism does not use people’s need or desparity in order to start or yield

attacks, instead they use anger and power. Therefore, unlike with organized crime, international

terrorism yields those who have money, greed, anger and desire for justice, which is one of the main

issues when tackling this issue. One of the crimes (organized) thrives on despair and necessity while

the other (terrorism), on power. This is important to consider when tackling the link between the two,

especially with direct action and interventions, therefore we encourage delegates to best research

where there are solution which may provide an “outlet” for both types of people who result to crime.
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Preventing underlying factors and causes

International terrorism and organized crime arise from the discontent and anger of a group of

people. By preventing the underlying factors and the root of the problem, then tackling both terrorism and

organized crime would be easier and innocent citizents would be safer. The result to criminal life has

mutliple causes, however, due to the difference in goals, terrorism and organized crime have varying and

different factors to lead to violence.

Terrorism (international and local)

Experts have summarized the motivations and causes of terrorism under three

categories: “psychological, ideological, and strategic” . The psychological factors are those1

which are powered by personal hatred or psychological diversions. An example of this is when

in 1893, due to his hate for the middle class, Auguste Vaillant bombed the Chamber of Deputies

in France. His goals were to demonstrate the true division between economic classes and

remove the ‘illusion’ of middle classes in society. He worked as a lone person with political or

economical goals, therefore his actions were considered as terrorist. The conclusion that can be

drawn form the psychological factors is that people who turn to terrorism due to psychological

causes are those who are calling for attention and have no real political or social goal, other

than the interest of attention. Nowadays, when discussing the issue of international terrorism it

is important to note which cause is really inspiring the attacs, as various different approaches

can be taken in order to battle the problem, each focusing on a separate cause.

The ideological factors are those which unite a group of people with the same aim and

goals, such as belief, political opinion, culture, religion, etc. These groups are the stereotypical

terrorist groups, which are also those which usually have most international power. There are

several examples of such terrorist groups, some of which hold alliances or collaborations across

borders, some of which include: Bader Meinhoff (German) and Irish Republican Army (IRA).

Each of these groups have different objectives, however, an example is IRA, and their goal is

the motivation of political programs. Baader Meinhof was composed by adults from the middle

class who were against capitalism in Germany and desired to abolish it. Ideological factors pose

a challenge to solve due to their collective power. While causes due to psychological issues

may be difficult due to the spontaneous and hidden signs, ideologically, an entire group desires

the same and all pose a danger together. Furthermore, ideological factors are difficult to solve

as it is not possible or ethical for countries to determine which cultures, views, or religions are

dangerous or pose a threat to society.

1 International Terrorism: Definitions, Causes, and Responses
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The final factor is the strategic perspective. This cause seems to be one of the most

abstract, yet straight forward causes of resulting to terrorism and crime, when a group or perwon

still has political goals in mind. This cause refers to when a given group has failed to capture

political or governmental attention and has turned to crime and terror in order to achieve

personal goals. This type of terrorism also is deeply connected to international terrorism and

crime, due to its governmental involvment and power. This type of terrorism also provides and

additional level of fear for citizens as the violence is internal and governmental, which is the

institution that promises safety for all. An example of this is when in 1988, on the Pan Am 103

flight from London to New York, Libya allegedly used terrorist groups to bomb it in response to

the US and British bombing Libya. Strategic terrorism is the battle for governments through the

use of terrorist groups and targeting innocent civilians. This endangers not only the most

amount people, but is also dangerous due to the manpower and weaponry that can be used.

Organized Crime

Similarly to the factors which bring up terrorism, there are various and distinct, however the

most main ones claimed by the UNODC are: sociological, legal, economics, and political

attributes. Nevertheless, it is important to understand that despite the role that the attributes

may play in the upbringing of organized crime, they may not necessarily directly cause it,

however create the perfect conditions for people to turn to it as a way of survival. These

attributes mentioned are usually missing, corrupt, or failing in regions of poverty or war, which

is what creates larger issues, such as alliance with gangs or even terrorist groups. Conflict

regions as well as failing States have been considered “crime-facilitative environments” due to

the power drain created by the lack of enforcement and strong government. High levels of

corruption are one of the signals that organized crime is at play and is going to result to

violence. A state’s lack of capability in governance, enforcement and leadership provide a free

reign to criminal activity and organized crime as there are rarely any consequences faced.

Due to the lack of order, law, and stability criminal groups are easily able to take advantage of

governments which have corruption.
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved

United Nations and United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism

The United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) is an office of the UN, created by the

General Assembly in 2017 as part of a renewed initiative to help member-states fight global terrorism. Its

stated purposes are to assist in the implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, lobby

to ensure counter-terrorism is a topic with high priority within the UN, and provide leadership in relation

to counter-terrorism mandates throughout the UNs many bodies. Delegates wishing to build off existing

international frameworks will find that the UNOCT may prove to be a useful tool in this regard.

United States of America

America has been the subject of many of the world’s most heinous terrorist attacks and thus has

spearheaded efforts to combat international terrorism and thus also the link between international

terrorism and crime. The USA has supported the elimination of groups such as ISIS, the Taliban, and

Al-Qaeda, oftentimes in a controversial manner but nonetheless, the nation is still a major party with a

high interest in preventing and handicapping the expansion of terrorist and criminal groups; it will be a

key player in this committee and gaining its support will lend much legitimacy to any resolution truly

meaning to work towards solving the issue.

Major Terrorist Organizations (Al-Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Taliban Islamic Movement)

Dealing with and crippling the networks of major terrorist organizations in this committee will be

key to creating a comprehensive solution to the issues at hand. Terrorist groups often form said networks

due to many of their members having criminal backgrounds and these connections allow them to form

agreements with organized crime in order to receive supplies, manpower, hostages, and funding.

According to a report published by the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC), in the case

of the Taliban in particular, the black market and by extension criminal organizations, were key in

allowing them to secure ways to export opium poppies used to fund their insurgency.
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Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

September, 11th, 2001
Al-Qaeda orchestrated 9/11 attacks take place, pushing the

world to take more serious counter-terrorism measures (see

war on terror).

October, 7th, 2001

A coalition of the US, Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia,

and local allied groups invade the majority of Afghanistan

controlled by the Taliban due to their sheltering of Al-Qaeda

terrorists which orchastrated the 9/11 attacks

March 20th, 2003
Invasion of Iraq by US-led coalition begins, weakening local

institutions but putting in power a democratic and more just

regime.

December 18th, 2011

Iraq insurgency by ISIS begins after a power vacuum is left

by the withdrawal of the last US troops from the region. Leads

to the second Iraq war which has ISIS control large swathes

of Iraq and Syria.

December 9th, 2017 A new phase of the Iraq insurgecy begins on a low level after

ISIS is effectively defeated in Iraq and Syria

July 19th, 2019
The United Nations passes resolution 2482 on links with

terrorism and organized crime, setting a precedent of linking

the two issues which are inextricably linked
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 1373, September 2001 (S/RES/1373)

● Strengthening the capability of the United Nations system to assist Member States in implementing the

United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, 15 June 2017 (A/RES/71/291)

● Addressing the relationship between terrorism and organized crime, 19 July 2019

(S/RES/2482)

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

United Nations

Especially since the 9/11 attacks, the UN has made many attempts to solve the issue of terrorism

and more recently its links to organized crime. The first step the UN took was through resolution 1373,

signed less than a month after the 9/11 attacks. It encouraged states ratify all existing conventions on

terrorism previously passed and encouraged cooperation through intelligence sharing and ensuring

asylum seekers are not terrorists attempting to slip through the cracks. It also created the ‘Security

Council’s Counter Terrorism Committee’ to oversee compliance with measures relating to counter

terrorism. In resolution 1456, human rights with regards to counter-terrorism efforts were addressed to

add on to 1373. Since the inital declaration of the ‘war on terror’ there have also been renewed efforts to

coordinate a global counter terrorism strategy as seen in general assemby resolution 71/291 which

established the Office of Counter Terrorism to further coordinate global efforts. Most recently however,

security council resolution 2482 has actually brought to international attention the link between terrorism

and organized crime. It establishes many of the ways in which these both share a symbiotic relationship

in supporting one another to thrive in unstable regions. It also, however, lacks much mention of specific

definitions and mentions to humans rights; a major point of concern for many in the international

community. It also does not make specific reference to how the UN will be able to directly help national

efforts; a decisive oversight that could be rectified by this committee.

(Maybe one about coalition efforts to military combat terrorism although not sure that’s relevant
to this committee as much as it is for the security council)

Continue listing the relevant countries and organizations.

Possible Solutions

Research Report | Page 8 of 11
The Hague International Model United Nations 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022



The Hague International Model United Nations ONLINE 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

Institution Building and Support in Vulnerable States

Although previous resolutions have called for nation-states to work together to build stronger

institutions and border protection networks aimed at combatting organized crime and terrorism, the UN’s

capacity to aid in the long term building or resilient nations in vulnerable regions has been overlooked.

Delegates could propose measures to create new UN bodies or utilize existing UN bodies to specifically

assist nations severely affected by terrorism in stregthening border security over the long term, helping

train local security forces able to enforce national soverienity, establishing training and education facilities

on how to deal with terrorism and organized crime on a national level, and setting the groundwork for

strong governmental and legal institutions capable of swiftly responding to terrorist and criminal threats

alike. The UN, with its vast resources, can become a major player in helping the fight against in the long

term.

Immediate UN Intervention to Disrupt the Links Between Organized Crime and Terrorism

The UN can also play a role in more local-level, direct intervention on the issue. Calling for the

security council to deploy UN peacekeepers in the most vulnerable regions of the world to assist local

authorities in maintaining border security and disrupting smuggling routes along with deploying experts to

coordinate with national law enforcement to identify and destroy dangerous criminal terrorist groups

before they are able to gain influence and organize. Drastic issues such as the ones presented before

this committee will require immediate and necessarily radical action; it would be prudent to consider not

only doubling down on long-term institution-building efforts but also deploying emergency support to

those areas that most desperately need it as of the present.

Defining Terrorism and Organized Crime to Create a more Coordinated Global Effort

As of yet, the UN has not created an internationally recognized definition of terrorism, leaving it up

to states to create their own definitions with no oversight whatsoever. This has caused many concerns of

abuse of the label of ‘terrorism’ along with concerns that many nation will give little regard to humans

rights’ concerns when dealing with both organized crime and terrorism. To more directly counter terrorism

and organized crime, delegates may consider establishing a comprehensive definition, at least for

terrorism that tends to have global negative impacts in order to ensure global efforts are on the same

page on which acts and issues to combat. Establishing such a framework may allow for other measures

to be more effective. The same applies to definitions of Organized Crime; as the linkage of terrorism and

organized crime is a fairly newly internationally recognized concept, it will be key to outline what exactly

these two things are and how they are linked.

Ensuring Mentions of Specific Human Rights Obligations of Nations Dealing with Both Terrorism
and Organized Crime
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In most existing UN resolutions and conventions on the issue, there is a consistent lack of

clear-cut and explicit mention of dealing with terrorism and organized crime in a humane and

internationally agreed upon manner. States as of the present can deal with these two vital issues as they

see fit, potentially contrary to values that are key to UN. The UN charter sets forth the “equal and

inalienable rights of all members of the human family” and this holds especially true with regards to the

topic at hand.
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