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Introduction

The Mediterranean region obtains twenty-one member states, to which Cyprus, Greece, Albania,

Algeria, Croatia, Egypt, Herzegovina, Bosnia, France, Greece, Lebanon, Italy, Israel, Libya, Monaco,

Turkey, Tunisia, Morocco, Syria, Slovenia, and Montenegro are located within the area. The

Mediterranean constructs a crossroad between three of the seven continents: Africa, Asia, and Europe.

The Mediterranean Sea is vital to individuals that reside within the member states as they rely on the

large-scale trade and diffusion of cultures and races to enhance cultural integration and exchange

resources to aid their growing population.

Due to the deficiency of moisture within the area, classifying the Mediterranean region to be one

of the aridest regions in the world, an abundance of water is lost through evaporation. With the

deplorable ecological footprint, humans have precipitated onto the region via oil spills, industrial

discharge, domestic sewage, and agricultural runoff, conditions for the regions have deteriorated. The

fatality rate of organisms within the area has risen, along with the freshness of the water. Organisms

within the sea are threatened due to habitat loss and inimical nondegradable pollutants. Moreover, the

coastline nations in the north have an adverse effect on the fisheries and nearshore habitats due to the

detrimental effects of their nation’s industrialization. Additionally, the contamination of seafood, leading to

skin, eye, and intestinal diseases has been pertinent to the residents along the coast. Furthermore,

coastal erosion is a major issue due to the dams that barricade the inflowing rivers.

Definition of Key Terms

Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the
Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention)

The Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the

Mediterranean, also known as the Barcelona Convention was adopted in 1976 to deter transport

vehicles and other land-based sources from polluting the sea. With the support of the United Nations
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Environment Programme Regional Seas Programme, this convention was established. A fine was

implemented for polluters. The convention has extended and expanded its influence to coastal areas

of the nations that choose to implement the convention in support of environmental conservation.

Mediterranean Action Plan

The Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) encourages regional cooperation to protect the marine

environment. The action plan was administered in 1975, by the UNEP Regional Seas Programme.

The plan was adopted in Barcelona, Spain. The action plan was adopted by 16 of the Mediterranean

member states and the European community. The MAP aims to remove solid waste and ensure

effective solid waste management in coastal regions and within the sea.

Blue Plan

The Blue Plan for the Mediterranean region aimed to reduce pollution from land-based sources and

involved all nations in the Mediterranean region. The Blue Plan was sponsored by the United

Nations Environmental Programme. The Blue Plan provides a detailed viewpoint for the future of the

region and encourages economic growth in a cleaner and in more environmentally-friendly fashion.

The Blue Plan derives from the frameworks of the Mediterranean Action Plan.

Environmental Degradation

Environmental degradation refers to the deterioration and the worsened condition of the

environment. Some factors that contribute to the status of the environment are the quality of the

water, air, and soil. Additionally, the wellbeing of ecosystems and biodiversity are taken into account

when assessing a nation’s environmental condition. Oil spills, deforestation, land and water

pollution, a threat to biodiversity, droughts, overfishing, habitat loss, and   eutrophication have

become major environmental issues for the region.

Mediterranean Basin

The Mediterranean Basin covers three continents, Africa, Asia, and Europe. Twenty-one countries

make up the Mediterranean Basin. A basin is defined as a depression or a syncline in the Earth’s

surface. The basin lies between the east and south Syrian and Negev deserts.

Background Information

Increasing cooperation to ameliorate environmental deterioration

The Mediterranean region has experienced an abundance of pollutants affecting marine life,

overfishing, pollution on land, droughts, acidification, climate change, eutrophication, and the invasion

by alien species within the sea. The United Nations Environment Programme has made great efforts to
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combat these issues through conventions and the implementation of frameworks. However,

cooperation between the nations is highly necessary in order to witness significant progress in terms of

environmental status.

Climate Change

There has been a decrease in precipitation, ocean acidification, soil degradation, soil erosion,

and sea-level rise. Water sources, food security, and ecosystems are all at risk due to the

change in the climate. The high pressure within the area creates dry areas and a decrease in

precipitation. In fact, the temperature rise within the Mediterranean region is higher than the

global trends for the rise in temperature. Mass tourism and the increase of pollution put a

strain on the environmental condition of the Mediterranean.

Pollution

According to Greenpeace International, “The Mediterranean Sea is one of the most heavily

polluted marine areas in the world.” Industries release thousands of toxic chemicals into the

sea each year, amounting to 730 tonnes of plastic waste daily. Sewage facilities also regularly

dump their waste into the sea without treatment. Persistent organic pollutants and heavy

metals are injurious to human and marine life. Hotspots are located near coastal regions.

Additionally, shipping within the Mediterranean region has been a major trading location,

allowing for economic growth. However, approximately 220,000 vessels of over 100 tonnes of

cargo are shipped across the sea each year. This being said, the discharge of chemicals and

oils is common within the area. Accidental oil spills do occur within the region, impacting

marine life severely.

Biodiversity

Tourism, industries, and other activities pose a threat to the status of biodiversity in the

Mediterranean region. For instance, shipping, aquaculture, and the opening of the Suez Canal

have enabled over 100 alien species into the sea, which causes a decline in biodiversity. The

overexploitation of fisheries and other habitats has demonstrated a decline in biodiversity over

the years. Overhunting, overfishing, and over-harvesting have caused a major decrease in

biodiversity in the Mediterranean region. Tourism relies on healthy ecosystems, however

overconsumption, land use, pollution, and disrupting local habitats, it can cause a decline in

biodiversity.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved
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European Community

The European community refers to the economic association established in 1957 of six

European countries, however, it was later dissolved in 2009 as it had evolved into the European Union.

The European community was composed of Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and

West Germany. Today, the European Union consists of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of

Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,

Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia,

Spain, and Sweden. The European Union obtains nations in the Mediterranean region, therefore they

maintain close ties with the region and its interactions.

Mediterranean Region Nations

The Mediterranean region obtains twenty-one member states. Cyprus, Greece, Albania, Algeria,

Croatia, Egypt, Herzegovina, Bosnia, France, Greece, Lebanon, Italy, Israel, Libya, Monaco, Turkey,

Tunisia, Morocco, Syria, Slovenia, and Montenegro are located in the Mediterranean region and are

closely tied due to their locality.

United Nations Environment Programme

The United Nations Environment Programme aims “to provide leadership and encourage

partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to

improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.” The UNEP has created

institutions and taken measures to alleviate the detrimental impacts of environmental degradation for the

Mediterranean region. The UNEP has also supported the prevention of degradation and deterioration of

the land and water bodies.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

1974 The United Nations Environment Programme launches the Regional Seas

Programme.

1975 The Mediterranean nations and the European Community approve the

Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP).

1976 The Mediterranean governments and the European Community adopted the

Barcelona Convention.

1979 The Mediterranean Regional Trust Fund for the protection of the Mediterranean

Sea against pollution is initiated.
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1995 The UNEP MAP begins phase II to include key principles from the Rio

Conference in 1992.

1996 The Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD) is

established.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events
● Report of the Secretary-General on oceans and the law of the sea, 10 December 2019,
(A/RES/74/19)

● Convention for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution (with annex and

Protocol for the prevention of pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by dumping from ships and

aircraft and Protocol concerning cooperation in combating pollution of the Mediterranean

Sea by oil and other harmful substances in cases of emergency), 16 February 1976,

(A/RES/16908)

● Oceans and the law of the sea, 23 December 2016, (A/RES/71/257)

● Report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme on its

tenth special session, 19 Dec. 2008, (A/RES/63/220)

● Oil slick on Lebanese shores, 19 Dec. 2008, (A/RES/63/211)

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

In regards to the environmental protection of the Mediterranean region, major efforts have

been taken to ease the detrimental effects of human activities, dating back to the early 1900s. In

1910, the Musée Oceanographique was established by Prince Albert I of Monaco, in efforts

towards ocean conservation. Today, the museum encourages funding, conversations, and

research globally in order to alleviate the deleterious effects of human activities. Later on, in 1975,

the Mediterranean Action Plan was established in order to ensure environmental protection and

ensure sustainable development within the Mediterranean basin. This multilateral environmental

agreement was achieved through the support of the Regional Seas Programme of the United

Nations Environment Programme. Then, in 1976, the framework convention, “Protection of the

Mediterranean Sea against Pollution”, was implemented. The framework was then amended in

1992, at the Rio Conference to ensure that the coastal regions reduced pollution rates. Along with

this, in 1995, the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region

of the Mediterranean was adopted to encourage the abatement of pollution mainly from transport

vehicles. Today, the twenty-one Mediterranean countries, along with the European Union have

initiated and implemented a progressive and effective framework to avoid environmental
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degradation. Additionally, in 1985, the Genoa Declaration was to guarantee the region’s

commitment to the Mediterranean Action Plan and for the region to utilize its resources in a

prudent manner. Throughout the years, the World Bank, the European Investment Bank, and the

United Nations Environment Programme have aided the Mediterranean region to promote

environmental sustainability for the region by 2025.

Possible Solutions

The restoration of forests and wetlands will aid in lowering the temperature for the region and

regulating sea level rise. This can be applied by implementing and following through with the NBS

framework. Additionally, ensuring that member states comply with and ratify the U.N. The Paris

Agreement to mitigate climate change, as well as restore forests and landscapes will be beneficial in

witnessing significant progress towards achieving sustainability for the Mediterranean region. Moreover,

applying the framework from the Convention on Biological Diversity to maintain biological diversity within

the area is of utmost significance to promote sustainability.

In efforts to contain oil spills and extract oil from the Mediterranean sea, spill berms and oil booms

can be implemented by the government. Additionally, to ensure that the oil doesn't enter sewage and

drainage systems, granular oil sorbents and sorbent pads can be utilized within indoor spaces. Subsidies

can be implemented on these products to ensure lower-income groups can afford the product to prevent

oil spills into the sea. Dispersants can prevent the stagnation and clumping of oil within the sea. Lastly,

utilizing Burning In-situ (ISB) will aid in burning crude oil as an inexpensive option for lower economically

developed nations.

Research Report | Page 6 of 8
The Hague International Model United Nations 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022



The Hague International Model United Nations ONLINE 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

Bibliography

“Convention for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution (with annex and Protocol for

the prevention of pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by dumping from ships and aircraft and Protocol

concerning cooperation in combating pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by oil and other harmful

substances in cases of emergency). Concluded at Barcelona on 16 February 1976”, United Nations, 16

Feb. 1976,

https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201102/volume-1102-I-16908-English.pd

“Genoa Declaration on the Second Mediterranean Decade - Fourth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting

Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and Its Related

Protocols.” UNEP Document Repository Home, UNEP/MAP,

wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/1019

Greenpeace International,  “The Mediterranean and Climate Change's Impacts.” Coastal Care, 19 June

2011, coastalcare.org/2011/06/other-threats-in-the-mediterranean/.

“History of World Trade Since 1450”, Encyclopedia.com. 24 Nov. 2021

www.encyclopedia.com/places/oceans-continents-and-polar-regions/oceans-and-continents/mediterran

ean-sea

“Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP).” Home | UNEPMAP, www.unep.org/unepmap/.“Mediterranean

Action Plan (MAP).” Home | UNEPMAP, www.unep.org/unepmap/

“Oceans and the law of the sea”, United Nations General Assembly, 23 December 2016,

https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_

RES_71_257.pdf

“Report of the Secretary-General on oceans and the law of the sea, pursuant to United Nations

General. Assembly resolution 74/19 of 10 December 2019, entitled ‘Oceans and the law of the sea’”,

United Nations Environmental Programme, 29 April 2020,

https://www.un.org/depts/los//general_assembly/contributions_2020/UNEP.pdf

“United Nations, Main Body, Main Organs, General Assembly.” United Nations, United Nations,

www.un.org/en/ga/63/resolutions.shtml.

“Who We Are.” Who We Are | UNEPMAP, www.unep.org/unepmap/who-we-are.

Research Report | Page 7 of 8
The Hague International Model United Nations 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201102/volume-1102-I-16908-English.pdf
http://www.encyclopedia.com/places/oceans-continents-and-polar-regions/oceans-and-continents/mediterranean-sea
http://www.encyclopedia.com/places/oceans-continents-and-polar-regions/oceans-and-continents/mediterranean-sea
http://www.unep.org/unepmap/
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_71_257.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_71_257.pdf
https://www.un.org/depts/los//general_assembly/contributions_2020/UNEP.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/63/resolutions.shtml
http://www.unep.org/unepmap/who-we-are


The Hague International Model United Nations ONLINE 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

https://coastalcare.org/2011/06/other-threats-in-the-mediterranean/

Research Report | Page 8 of 8
The Hague International Model United Nations 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

https://coastalcare.org/2011/06/other-threats-in-the-mediterranean/

